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Forty years ago | heard Howie Hendricks preachraae entitled From Pablum to
Porterhouse | don't remember the sermon or even the text baver forgot the title. | decided
it fit my Scripture passage today perfectly, s@irbwed it.

Pablum is baby food. Porterhouse is steak. Babg fs easy to digest and therefore appropriate
for babies. Steak takes a lot more effort, bststh much more enjoyable and nutritious for those
who can handle it. For two chapters now the auttétebrews has been anxious to serve up
some spiritual steak, that is, to teach about te&cMzedekian priesthood of Christ. But the
immaturity and laziness (yes, childishness!) of samhis audience prevents him from doing it.

So instead he delivers up a very severe warnitigage exhibiting spiritual laziness and
disobedience (my sermon two weeks ago from 6:448]},then he provides them some heart-felt
encouragement to persevere in the faith (Joshra@efast week from 6:9-20). Josh’s passage
focused on Jesus as an anchor of the soul, antudedcby mentioning for the third time in two
chapters that “Jesus has become a high priestegrevthe order of Melchizedek.”

| don’t know what changes the author’'s mind—maybéeels his warning has done its job—but
he now decides to go ahead and serve up a raijgiapd®4-ounce Porterhouse. The entire
seventh chapter of Hebrews concerns the Melchizadgkiesthood of Christ, and we’re going
to try to cover the whole chapter today. So westtdr start chewing.

The essential message of this chapter is thishdOT God set aside an entire tribe of Israel, the
tribe of Levi, to serve as clergy, priests, bridgelders to God for the rest of the nation. B th
Levitical priesthood failed to do an adequate jbbradge-building. So God sent Jesus as a
different kind of priest, to build a bridge whichudd serve perfectly and perpetually to bring
sinful people into a personal and eternal relatignsvith almighty God.

The author, however, faces a difficult challengéhis he is writing to a thoroughly Jewish
audience. They are well aware that Jesus wasdfitie of Judah, not Levi, and therefore,
according to Jewish law, Jesus could not even se\gepriest, much less a high priest. He finds
a solution, however, in that Jesus belonged torderf priests that precedes and supercedes
the Levitical priesthood, namely the Melchizedekmaiesthood.

Who is this mysterious high priest named Melchizede (1-3)
Because of the difficult issues discussed in thegpter, we’re going to read it in sections this

morning, rather than all at once. First, versés 1-
This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest af KBost High. He met
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Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings ble$sed him, and Abraham gave him
a tenth of everything. First, his name means "kihgghteousness"; then also, "king of
Salem" means "king of peace."” Without father orhagtwithout genealogy, without
beginning of days or end of life, like the Son otiGe remains a priest forever
The key phrase here is, “like the Son of God.” &hbthor's purpose in referring to Melchizedek
is to draw parallels to Jesus Christ, for Melchege clearly a type or illustration of Christ.

1. What we know of him parallels Christ Melchizedek, a contemporary of Abraham
2,000 years before Christ, was both a king andestpr This would have been impossible among
the Jewish people, for kings had to come from tibe tof Judah and priests had to come from
the tribe of Levi. Whenever kings of Israel triedact as priests, God judged them severely (for
example, Uzzah in 2 Chron. 26, was struck by Gdd leprosy for this very thing). But Jesus,
though a king of the tribe of Judah, is also ablsdrve as our high priest because His priesthood
goes way back before Levi was even born, to thig-driest Melchizedek.

The fact of the matter is the OT predicted the dal# of king-priest for Messiah. Listen to
Zechariah 6:13, which speaks prophetically of Ghtlsis he who will build the temple of the
LORD, and he will be clothed with majesty and witland rule on his throne. And he will be a
prieston histhrone And there will be harmony between the two.”

Melchizedek's names also parallel the names osChKilelchizedek means “king of
righteousness,” according to Hebrews 7:2. Furteemhe was the king of Salem (or
Jerusalem) which means “peace’Stralom Righteousness and peace were also names
frequently attached to Jesus. In Hebrews 1:8-%ea&d God's evaluation of His Son: “Your
throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, andhtggpusness will be the scepter of your kingdom.
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedn&gshesians 2:14 says of Jesus, “He is our
peace.”

2. What wedon't know of Melchizedekalsoparallels Christ. Now let me warn you in
advance that the kind of argument we find herecirs& 3 sounds a little strange to our western
ears, but it was not uncommon in Jewish literatW#hen the writer says of Melchizedek that he
was ... “without father or mother, without geloggy, without beginning of days or end of life,
like the Son of God he remains a priest foreved¢ Inot believe he is claiming Melchizedek had
no parents, no genealogy, and no birth or deathvidchizedek was a real historical person.
Rather the author is arguing that none of thess facecordedfor us. And the silences of
Scripture are as much due to divine inspiratioaradts affirmations.

The story of Melchizedek is found only in Gen. B+20. He just appears in the text and is soon
gone, with nothing said of his ancestry, his pagehis children, his birth, or his death. Jeses, h
claims, is like Melchizedek when you think of Hiemnal Divine nature. The Son of God just
appears without beginning, without end, withoutgpdage, without genealogy. Now of course

in his human nature he had a mother and He hadeafmy, but in regard to His divine nature,
He existed before He was born into this world, Biedcontinues after His death through the
resurrection.



So, what we know about Melchizedek parallels Chastwell as what we don’t know about him.
Are you beginning to understand why this chagd?arterhouse instead of Pablum?

Now the argument in this chapter hinges not onlgrugrawing a connection between
Melchizedek and Christ but also upon demonstratiag the priesthood of Melchizedek (and of
Christ) is greater than the Levitical priesthood.

Just how great was Melchizedek? (4-10)

Just think how great he was: Even the patriarchaklam gave him a tenth of the
plunder! Now the law requires the descendants uf Who become priests to collect a
tenth from the people—that is, their brothers—ahenigh their brothers are descended
from Abraham. This man, however, did not tracedeiscent from Levi, yet he collected a
tenth from Abraham and blessed him who had the isesnAnd without doubt the lesser
person is blessed by the greater. In the one ¢hedgenth is collected by men who die;
but in the other case, by him who is declared tévieg. One might even say that Levi,
who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Alara, because when Melchizedek met
Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor

1. He was greater than Abraham, the father of théaith. (4-7) Now you and | may
have difficulty grasping the impact of this argumdyut to first-century Jews Abraham was
revered above all other men, as the father of #tiem and the father of the faith. He would be
like George Washington and Martin Luther wrappedrupne. He was viewed as a “prince of
God” by his neighbors and was called “my friend”®gd Himself. But Melchizedek was even
greater. He was greater than Abraham for two reaso

He accepted tithes from Abraham If you go back to the 14th chapter of Genesis, find that
Abraham won a great military victory, despite trexti@us odds against him, when he rescued
his nephew Lot and returned with the spoils oflbatThen, just as he was savoring what was
surely one of the high points of his life, Abrahamas offered a choice. The king of Sodom,
representing the world and the riches of the warld{ Abraham and offered him great wealth.
But Melchizedek, king of Salem, also met Abraham affiered him a simple meal of bread and
wine. Each king made his pitch to Abraham, butaklaam chose Melchizedek's offer, and
instead of accepting the worldly wealth of the KofgSodom, he worshiped God by giving a
tenth of the spoils of battle to Melchizedek. Taet that Abraham gave a tithe to Melchizedek
is taken as evidence that Melchizedek is greater &braham. You don't pay tithes to one
inferior to you, but rather to one who is superior.

He bestowed blessings upon AbrahamVerse 6 tells us Melchizedek “blessed him whao ha
the promises,” i.e. Abraham. The next verse erpl#ie significance: “And without doubt the
lesser person is blessed by the greater.”

But it's not enough to demonstrate that Melchizedek greater than Abraham, for his goal is to
show that the Melchizedekian priesthood is supéddhe Levitical priesthood, so he makes a



second affirmation about Melchizedek:

2. He was greater than Levi, the founder of the Lhatical priesthood. (8-10) The
Levitical priests all died (verse 8) and thus afititheir priestly office, from Aaron on down, one
generation after another. There are multiple gegéss in the OT recording these deaths. (If
you're reading through the Bible this year, youbmme across many of these genealogies
already). If you wonder why Scripture gives no mattention to genealogies, here is one
reason—the record of deaths serves to press hanifettility of relying on human mediation,
human bridge-building between man and God. It8téd because the mediators are all mortal!

In contrast, however, nowhere igécordedthat Melchizedek lost his priestly office by death.
And what is true of Melchizedek in this “literargénse is true absolutely of Jesus Christ—He
didn’t lose His priesthood through death because @sed Him from the dead.

Furthermore, Melchizedek was greater than Levi beed evi paid tithes to Melchizedek. How
is that possible, since Levi was Abraham's greatdson, and wasn’'t even born yet when
Abraham met Melchizedek? Here’s how: an ancestagarded in biblical thought as
containing within himself all his descendants. 8ben Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek, so
did Abraham’s descendants, including Levi. Therefdelchizedek must be greater than Levi.

Not let me stop here and say once again that #rgsenents appear a bit strange to our ears, but
remember that the Hebrews to whom this book isestad, steeped as they were in Jewish
thought, would have been familiar with this kindre&soning and very much persuaded by it.
They didn’t think of themselves as individuals soaim as part of a family, a race.

Having introduced us to Melchizedek, and having ta8 just how great he was, the author now
begins to explain why another priest of the Melelizkian order is now needed. It's because of
the inadequacy of the Levitical priesthood.

What was wrong with the Levitical priesthood? (1112, 18-19)

Read with me verses 11-12 and 18-19:

If perfection could have been attained throughlibeitical priesthood (for on the
basis of it the law was given to the people), whg there still need for another priest to
come—one in the order of Melchizedek, not in tlieoof Aaron? For when there is a
change of the priesthood, there must also be agdhanthe law. . .

The former regulation is set aside because it weaknand useless (for the law
made nothing perfect), and a better hope is intosdi) by which we draw near to God.

The Levitical priesthood was inadequate (not badact, it was good because God established
it, but inadequate). Why?

1. It could not produce perfection. (11)“Perfection” here needs to be understood not
as moral perfection but as a right standing be®wd. About all the Levitical priesthood could
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do is to hold off the wrath of God and achieve atoant, which, as we have noted several times,
means “a covering” for the sins of the peoplecolld not actually accomplish the forgiveness
of sins or provide a basis for entering God's prese

2. It was part and parcel of an inadequate covenanthe Mosaic Law. (18-19)The
Levitical priesthood was an integral part of theddiz Law. Thus the priesthood shared in the
inadequacies of the Law. He calls the Law “weatt aseless” in verse 18. That doesn’t mean
totally useless, for the Law did show men theircheka Savior and served as a tutor to bring
them to Christ. But it was inadequate in and sélftto procure a right standing before God and
bring people near to God.

The whole apparatus of worship associated with_tive and the Levitical priesthood was
calculated to keep men at a distance from God réitla@ to bring them near. We will learn
better in chapter 10 how the Gospel accomplisheseiny thing the Law could not do, but for
now it is sufficient for us to realize that the ligal priesthood was tied to a covenant that could
not bring people into an intimate relationship w&bd.

Having touched upon the inadequacy of the Levitzadsthood, our author turns his attention to
the superiority of Christ's priesthood.

What is better about Christ’s priesthood? (13-19)

1. The order of his priesthood is superior. (134) There are two priestly orders—the
Levitical and the Melchizedekian. If Jesus weréhef Levitical priesthood, he would partake of
the inadequacies of that priesthood. But He was Yerse 13-14 say of Jesus:

He of whom these things are said belonged to aréifit tribe, and no one from
that tribe has ever served at the altar. For itisar that our Lord descended from
Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said noghabout priests.

But far from creating a problem, this actually twiout to be a blessing, for the order of Jesus’
priesthood, the Melchizedekian, is much superior.

2. The basis of His priesthood is superior. (15-17
And what we have said is even more clear if angbhiest like Melchizedek

appears, one who has become a priest not on the bha regulation as to his ancestry

but on the basis of the power of an indestructiiide For it is declared, ‘You are a

priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”
When it came to the Levitical priesthood, genealagg everything, personal qualification
meant almost nothing. If you were a descendahtwf you could serve; if you were not, you
couldn’t. If you were a Levite and a descendarhafon, you could serve as high priest; if you
were not, you couldn’t. Consequently, the priegtse often more concerned about their
pedigrees than their holiness.
But what is actually more important, characterr@dentials? When | was a teenager | attended
a church in Kansas City pastored by a man | greatigired named Wendell Grout. Years later
he served a church in Minneapolis and eventudldyge Christian and Missionary Alliance
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Church in Calgary in western Canada. Pastor Greuér went to Seminary, had no doctorate or
even a master's degree. Many churches wouldndidenhim as a pastor because he didn’t
have the right credentials. But he was withouttdaune of the finest pastors in evangelicalism
in the last half of the 2bcentury, because he had the power of God onfhis i

Jesus didn't have the ancestral credentials topbiest in Israel, but He certainly had the
character. He had the awesome power of an inddittiellife, and that is far superior to the
puny authority derived from human ancestry.

3. The guarantee of Christ's priesthood is superio (20-22)Verse 20 continues,

“And it was not without an oath! Others becameepts without any oath, but he became
a priest with an oath when God said to him: 'Tleed_has sworn and will not change his
mind: “You are a priest forever.” Because of tloiath, Jesus has become the guarantee
of a better covenant.”

We will not delve into the new covenant today, tfuat is the principal theme of Josh’s message
on chapter 8 next week. However, | do want u$itaktabout this oath God gives to guarantee
that better covenant. An oath is always made ameiuing greater or more sacred than the
person making the oath. That's why in court weawmn a Bible, not on the Wichita Eagle. In
Josh’s passage last week it says, “When God maderdinise to Abraham, since there was no
one greater for him to swear by, he swore by hifris8ut isn’t the bare word of God assurance
enough? Of course it is, but at several criticahts in the history of salvation God chose to
condescend to our level, a level where a man’s wodgemed insufficient without an oath.

Just think of the humility involved in God's swewgyj as if before a civil magistrate, that He
would tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothimgf the truth! Did you know that it's
considered a major constitutional question whetihePresident of the United States can be
subpoenaed and placed under oath by a court. 8ditHBnself submitted to just such a
humiliation to guarantee that Jesus Christ wagdhicing a superior covenant and priesthood.

4. His priestly work of intercession is superior(23-25)

Now there have been many of those priests, siret@ geevented them from
continuing in office; but because Jesus lives ferehie has a permanent priesthood.
Therefore he is able to save completely those whwedo God through him, because he
always lives to intercede for them.

Turnover was a constant problem for the OT priesthol'he historian Josephus counted 83 high
priests from Aaron to the fall of the Temple in ATD. When a high priest died or finished his
term in office there was no guarantee that thevame took his place would be as caring or as
effective as his predecessor. But no such misgs/ever have to be entertained with regard to
the intercession of Christ, because His priestheg@@rmanent; therefore, his intercession is
constant.

You know, | think Hebrews 7:25 may actually be tjneatest Gospel verse in the Bible apart
from John 3:16: “Therefore he is able to save detefy those who come to God through him,



because he always lives to intercede for themdesicribes for us
the basis of salvation,
the power of salvation,
the extent of salvation,
the objects of salvation,
and the security of salvation.

Thebasisis indicated by the word “therefore,” which lookadi at the previous verse which
speaks of the permanent priesthood of a living Lord

Thepower is indicated by the words, “He is able.” Not omifling, but able. There are many
whom | am willing to help, but cannot because ofemn inadequacies and limited resources,
but He is able.

Theextent of salvation is indicated by the word “completelgy’“forever,” or “uttermost.”
One rescue mission worker liked to translate it fslable to save to the guttermost.”

Theobjectsof salvation are “those who come to God throughisThr There are no restrictions
and no other qualifications than faith in God's Son

And finally we are told of theecurity of salvation, namely, “He always lives to intercéde
them.”

Let us never minimize the importance of Jesustéesory work on our behalf. Paul put it this
way in the great 8th chapter of Romans:
Who will bring a charge against God's elect? Gsdhe one who justifies; who is
the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who ylsdrather who was raised, who is
at the right hand of God, who also intercedes ®r(8:33-34).

So, what was often interrupted in the Leviticalteys (i.e. intercession) is continual in the
priesthood of Christ. And what was continual ia thevitical priesthood (sacrifice) is
interrupted in the priesthood of Christ, becaus® @one only once.

5. His priestly work of sacrifice is superior. (Z) Look at verses 27: “Unlike the other
high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifttaasafter day, first for his own sins, and then for
the sins of the people. He sacrificed for theissince for allwhen he offered himself.” A high
priest’s work was never done. There were no chiaitise Holy Place, because there was no
time to sit down. My friend Pastor Colin Smith tes,

Some jobs involve a lot of repetition and can bexexiremely boring, but the
work of the priest must have been about as repeti#ts they come. Imagine a priest at
end of a hard day’s work offering prayers and stoes. It's three minutes to five, and
he is just about to go home when John Doe turnsitiphis scrawny goat and
announces that he has sinned unintentionally. adain!

The priest asks John what he has done this timis.alfamiliar routine. The



priest offers the sacrifice, and John goes badkisdent, but the priest knows that it
won't be long before John is back again with anotheat.'

But after making his once-for-all sacrifice for simfter His death, resurrection, and ascension,
Jesus sat down at the right hand of the majedtgaven (1:3), because His work of offering the
sacrifice for sin was completed. No other sacgifiar sin would ever be needed. The hymn
writer says it so well in the hymn we sang this niog:

My sin—0O, the bliss of this glorious thought,

My sin, not in part but the whole,

Is nailed to the cross and | bear it no more,

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

When | spoke on chapter 4 a month ago | talked tahigionce-for-all sacrifice; in fact, | read at
least six other passages that use those three wWornd= for all,” to describe the sacrifice of
Christ on the Cross. Those three words constingeword in Greek, the wolthpax.

| have shared this story before, but I'm getting, slo | have an excuse for repeating myself.
Shortly after we moved to St. Louis | spotted aeblithevy with a personalized license plate that
simply read, HAPAX. | recognized it as a Greek &vand wondered what kind of a Greek freak
was running loose in St. Louis County and why hetpat on his license plate. Some time later
| learned that the car belonged to an evangelipadépalian rector, who had studied Greek at
Covenant Seminary. When | met him and had a chimnask him why he had that license plate,
he said it was so people would ask the same questisked. Then he could tell them that Jesus
died once for all time and once for all mankinde Wuilt a delightful friendship that continued
for 20 years; in fact, he and his family eventuédlfiy the Episcopal Church and became part of
our Free Church in St. Louis. Later | learned tietvas Faye Netherton’s pastor as she was
growing up in St. Louis.

Hapax-a magnificent word signifying how much superioriSts priestly work of sacrifice is to
that of the OT priest—once-for-all.

6. His character is superior. (26, 28)Our text concludes with a beautiful description of
the character of our high priest: “Such a higlegirmeets our need--one who is holy, blameless,
pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above thegmsa’ Verse 28: “For the law appoints as
high priests men who are weak; but the oath, wbarhe after the law, appointed the Son, who
has been madeerfect forevef The new priesthood is better because the ngl piiest is
better—better by far that any merely human priest.

Jesus proved that character is more important¢heaentials and power is more important than
pedigree. May we trust Him as the only One whioustworthy as a bridge-builder between us
and a Holy God.

Conclusion In conclusion this morning the truth that | wémfocus upon more than any of the
other marvelous truths in this passage is the oomty intercession of Christ for us in heaven.
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Many Christians have a pretty good understandingtatt Christ has done for us in the past
through His death on the cross, and also of whawiielo for us in the future when He comes
again in power and great glory. But they are watlear about what He is doing for us today.

Christ died to save you, but He also lives to kgap. It is because of His continuing work of
intercession that we are sustained through evesspre, kept through every temptation,
encouraged through every persecution, and will exadly be brought triumphantly into glory.

Do you have a prayer warrior who remembers yow@alldo. It's an amazing comfort and
encouragement! But my mom is 91 and one of thage der work of intercession will be over.
But the intercession of Christ will never end. Moes He pray for you the way some people
pray. He doesn't pray, “Father, bless all the &fans in Kansas or Father, comfort all the
afflicted.” He knows you by name and He praysyfou by name.

The prophet Isaiah paints a beautiful word picforaus when he asks, “Can a mother forget her
nursing child? Can she feel no love for the chiié has borne? But even if that weossible |
would not forget you! See, | have written your maom the palms of my hands.” (Isaiah 49:15-
16, NLT). These words were written centuries bethie death of Jesus, but His crucifixion
explains the full significance of their meaningaild pierced His hands when He died to save
you. How could He ever forget ydli?

Prayer: Father, thank you that we have a praymgréeding Savior, who not only gave His life
for us, but also lives to intercede for us. HisrBie is utterly acceptable to you, his contact
with you in immediate and unbroken, His priesthynisiry on our behalf is never-ending,
therefore, the salvation which He secures for absolute. Amen.

i. F. F. BruceThe Epistle to the Hebrew$53.
ii. Colin Smith,Unlocking the Bible Storyol. 4, 201.

iii. Smith, 207.



