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We come today to the end of our month-long studhefBook of Ruth. We began this series
with the observation that “everyone loves a goadance,” and last Lord's Day we saw the
relationship between Ruth and Boaz develop intdlebfown romance. Even more importantly,
we saw how their relationship serves as an incledgticture of the divine romance between God
and His people.

Ruth was a poverty-stricken foreign widow who decido move to Bethlehem with her mother-
in-law Naomi, also widowed, simply because shedadver and was committed to her. Ruth
went to glean in a field belonging to Boaz to kéepself and Naomi alive. Boaz, a man of
stature and of great integrity, noticed her andvatbextraordinary kindness to her. Naomi got
excited when she heard of this, because Boaz waarakinsman to her late husband Elimelech.
This meant, according to Jewish law, that an appaald be made to him to marry Ruth and
provide security for her. So Naomi laid out a ptgrwhich Ruth could legitimately propose
marriage to Boaz. By the way, Gary Bugg came ugr ddist Sunday’s sermon and asked me,
“Aren’t you glad that when Ruth proposed to Boaallun't get cold feet?” Not bad, huh? (If
that goes over your head, read 3:7-8 again).

Well, last week | suspect we all found ourselvesting for this relationship, but then suddenly,
just as the wedding bells were beginning to ringaBrevealed a huge potential roadblock to the
story-book ending we were hoping for. The Law ghat when a man died leaving a childless
widow, his nearest eligible male relative had tigatrand responsibility to marry the widow and
perpetuate the dead man's name. Boaz was a nearddiralright, he was more than willing, he
had the resources, and he was free himself, bwlsenot the nearest of kin.

Today we come to what | have called, The Dramaatdity Gate. Once again, the spiritual
lessons are profound.

Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and saetihen the
kinsman-redeemer he had mentioned came along, &#odz'Come over here, my friend,
and sit down." So he went over and sat down.

Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and s&d,Here," and they did so. Then
he said to the kinsman-redeemer, "Naomi, who hasedsack from Moab, is selling the
piece of land that belonged to our brother Elimaldcthought | should bring the matter
to your attention and suggest that you buy it mphesence of these seated here and in
the presence of the elders of my people. If yduedkeem it, do so. But if you will not,
tell me, so | will know. For no one has the rightdo it except you, and | am next in
line."

"l will redeem it," he said.

Then Boaz said, "On the day you buy the land framnN and from Ruth the
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Moabitess, you acquire the dead man's widow, iiotd maintain the name of the dead
with his property."

At this, the kinsman-redeemer said, "Then | canedéem it because | might
endanger my own estate. You redeem it yoursedhnat do it."

(Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemptiand transfer of property to
become final, one party took off his sandal andegato the other. This was the method
of legalizing transactions in Israel.)

So the kinsman-redeemer said to Boaz, "Buy it witir#And he removed his
sandal.

Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the petpbday you are withesses
that | have bought from Naomi all the property tifielech, Kilion and Mahlon. | have
also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon's widoswrg wife, in order to maintain the
name of the dead with his property, so that hiseanti not disappear from among his
family or from the town records. Today you are egses!"

Then the elders and all those at the gate said, &¥éewnitnesses. May the LORD
make the woman who is coming into your home likeh8aand Leah, who together built
up the house of Israel. May you have standing inr&hah and be famous in Bethlehem.
Through the offspring the LORD gives you by thisngpwoman, may your family be like
that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah."

So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. Theremtgto her, and the LORD
enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth tona Sbe women said to Naomi: "Praise
be to the LORD, who this day has not left you witleokinsman-redeemer. May he
become famous throughout Israel! He will renew yidarand sustain you in your old
age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you anaughbetter to you than seven sons,
has given him birth."”

Then Naomi took the child, laid him in her lap arated for him. The women
living there said, "Naomi has a son.” And they ndrien Obed. He was the father of
Jesse, the father of David.

This, then, is the family line of Perez: Perez Wasfather of Hezron, Hezron the
father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, Amnainalde father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon, Salmon the fathBoak, Boaz the father of Obed, Obed
the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David.

Boaz chooses to fulfill all the requirements of théaw. (1-5)

Having received Ruth's proposal of marriage wittignde, and having promised Ruth that he
would accept if the nearer kinsman declined, Bassgo the town gate and sits down. The gate
in an ancient city was equivalent to the city squafra small town today. If you drive through
little towns in rural America you'll usually finthé courthouse in the middle of town on a square
block by itself, with the main shopping center tdused on the four streets surrounding the
square. And depending upon the weather you’ll dfitesha few old men sitting on the benches
around the city hall chewing the fat and decidimg great issues of state.

In ancient Israel the city gate is where the eldatbered, men who were viewed as having
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significant authority. The gate was, in effect, doeirthouse. Boaz must have known that his
relative, the nearest of kin to Naomi’s deceasesband, used that gate to go to work, so Boaz
waits until he arrives, and then addresses himpi€over here, my friend, and sit down.” By
the way, the word “friend” is not in the originakBHrew, and putting it in tends to mask some of
the pathos of the moment. What the Hebrew actsalg is, “Hey you (or Hey, so-and-so), sit
down here.” | suspect one of two things is going@ne possibility is that the narrator himself
removed the man’s name so as to spare his desdsradabarrassment over the man’s conduct.
Or perhaps Boaz (who surely knows the man’s naanghéy are closely related) can’t bring
himself to be overly warm or encouraging becausddssn’t really want the man to agree to the
redemption. Thus the greeting falls somewhere batveeld and polite.

Boaz’ next priority is to assemble a legal quoramthe proceedings. He invites ten elders of the
town to sit down. The number “ten” is significantthe judgment of a case like this, because it
ensures that the hearing would be fair and imgafttidact, almost everything in this part of the
story conforms to the legal requirements of the day

The nearest of kin is subpoenaed before a jury ofisipeers and granted his right to
redeem.But please notice that Boaz doesn’t bring up Rutilaisie or the issue of marriage.
Rather he begins by telling the man that Naomoip®or that her husband's land has been put
on the market. The only way to keep the land infémeily would be for some close relative to
buy it. The price of the land depended upon theberrof years until the Year of Jubilee (which
occurred every 50 years), when all land reverteti¢coriginal owner.

As we noted last week, the Law of Redemption ofitaed and the Levirate Law of Marriage
work together, so that the one who buys Elimeleeimd (considered by inheritance to belong to
Mahlon, Ruth’s late husband) must also marry argkrap children to Mahlon's widow. But
Boaz mentions only the land. He says in versef4,0dl will redeem it, do so. But if you will

not, tell me, so | will know. For no one has thghtito do it except you, and | am next in line.”

The response of the nearest of kin is found aetiteof verse 4: “I will redeem it.” One can
imagine him smiling to himself at his good fortuRer very little money he can carry out a
respected family duty and perhaps enhance his m@piatation. And there is very little risk with
the investment, for there are no known heirs afElech to reclaim title to the property later.
How could he losé?

But, of course, we doniwanthim to redeem it. We want Boaz to redeem it. Anithat's what
wewant, how much more is it what Ruth wants! My inmegion sees her in the background
watching intently as the drama unfolds. And | cknast hear her gasp as the nearer kinsman
declares of the land, “I will redeem it.”

| can see, too, the concern on Boaz's face, big het unprepared for such an eventuality. He
has one trump card left (if you'll pardon the exsien) and the time has come to play it. So he
responds, “On the day you buy the land from Naamdifaom Ruth the Moabitess, you acquire
the dead man's widow, in order to maintain the nahtee dead with his property.” | don’t think



it's an accident that Boaz refers to Ruth as “Rb&hMoabitess.” Her alien status would
undoubtedly be considered a liability to the averkgaelite, and if Boaz can discourage the man
while still being truthful, he seems willing to do.

For a moment the issue hangs in the balance. Mélhearest kinsman accept the additional
responsibility and claim both the land and Ruth@he breaks the silence, and | suspect Ruth
breathes a sign of relief, as he says, “Then | caredeem it because | might endanger my own
estate.”

He acknowledges his inability to redeem and renoumes his right. (6-8)While he
doesn’t mind having some more land to farm, thettaag he’s interested in right now is a new
wife. One might make a deduction here that the hadrthe story is that it is cheaper to buy and
operate a farm than it is to acquire a wife. (Rlaasderstand I’'m not suggesting that sheuld
make that deduction, only that omégh{. The nearest of kin claims he cannot do bothh#&es
he is single and, as one bachelor friend of mieslto refer to himself, he is saved, sanctified,
single, and satisfied. Or maybe he is a widoweh wftildren of his own, and to remarry and
have more children will endanger the inheritancelaes to leave the children he already has.

So he says to Boaz, “You redeem it yourself. | camio it.” And to legalize the transaction he
takes off his sandal and gives it to Boaz, as §ipedn the Levirate Law. He would rather that
his line be referred to &he Family of the Unsandalétemember Deut. 25:107?) than to take on
the responsibility of landndwidow. Boaz is now free to fulfill the promise hachmade to

Ruth.

Boaz fulfills his promise. (9-12)

He calls the elders and all the people togethet tells them,
“Today you are witnesses that | have bought froromNiaall the property of
Elimelech, Kilion and Mahlon. | have also acquif@dth the Moabitess, Mahlon's
widow, as my wife in order to maintain the naméhefdead with his property, so that his
name will not disappear from among his family anfrthe town records. Today you are
witnesses!”

He redeemboththe inheritancandthe person. He is not selfish; he isn't goingetiph
Naomi and leave Ruth in the lurch, nor is he gamgbtain a wife and leave his relative Naomi
to fend for herself. He purchases the land, anaiclq@ires Ruth as his wife. The words Boaz uses
are actually a fixed Israelite legal formula usedotarize transactions contracted orally: “Today
you are witnesses!” And the elders and the crowgord with another legal formula: “We are
witnesses.”

A blessing is then prayed upon all the participants(11-12)The elders and all those at
the gate, including presumably much of the towa,excited and invoke God's blessing, first
upon Ruth. Speaking to Boaz they pray, “May the DORake the woman who is coming into
your home like Rachel and Leah, who together lugilthe house of Israel.” Rachel and Leah
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were Jacob's wives, from whom the whole natiorscdel was descended. It was a well-known
fact that Rachel and Leah were alternately barnehfiauitful, and that it was God who opened
and shut their wombs. Ruth, of course, is so fddigss, for she and Mahlon had no children
when he died. So | believe they are praying foldcan.

They also pray a blessing on Boaz, namely, “May lyave standing in Ephrathah, and be
famous in Bethlehem.” They are praying for influerand success for Boaz. | think it is not
without significance that the OT prophet Micah, Ipaedicted that Messiah Himself would come
from Bethlehem in Ephrathah. Could there be a ccimre between Boaz and Messiah? Hold
that thought for a moment.

They also pray that Boaz’ family, through the offeg God gives to Ruth, may be like that of
Perez. The house of Perez was the clan from whagtz Bnd most of the audience was
descended. This may simply be a wish that Boaziljaoe prominent. However, if you know
OT history, you know that Perez was born to Tarmesugh scandalous circumstances. Tamar,
like Ruth, was a foreigner, but unlike Ruth, an ionat woman. The author may well be drawing
attention to the fact that God in His providencaves straight lines, even genealogical lines,
using crooked sticks. Hold that thought for a motraenwell.

As the drama at the city Gate draws to a closearnealeeply satisfied to see that without any
miracles being performed but simply through thevmtence of God, bitter Naomi’s inheritance
has been redeemed, diligent and faithful Ruth basd a husband, and godly Boaz has a wife.
Only one question remains: Will Ruth and Boaz hawhild? We don’t have to wait long for the
answer.

Boaz marries Ruth, with the result thateveryoneis blessed. (13-22)

In the last ten verses we have a record of theyhdesgtiny of all three main characters in the
story.

Boaz is blessed with a son while Ruth’s childlesss®is removed. (13Yerse 13 reads,
“So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. Thendre to her and the Lord enabled her to
conceive, and she gave birth to a son.” To a Jemiesh the greatest sign of God's blessing was
to be given a son. And to a woman of that day teatgst blessing was the removal of what they
considered the curse of childlessness.

Naomi is blessed with an heir, receiving from the ard's hand “double for all her
sins.” (Isa. 40:2)In a real sense Naomi is the focus of the lastdfaRuth 4. It is she to whom
the women address their words; it is she who t#keshild and cares for him, apparently as his
nanny. And it appears that she and her friends eaare him. Naomi is overwhelmed by God’s
grace.

The phrase, “double for all her sins” is an expms$ have borrowed from that greatest of all
chapters in the Bible, the 40th chapter of Isamdiere the prophet offers hope to the children of
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Israel, promising that if they repent, God will ¢p&acious to bless them double—i.e. to make up
for the sufferings caused by their sins. | thinkttis a characteristic of God. He hates sin and His
holiness demands that sin be punished and therdiiseplined. But at the same time He is so
gracious that He will invariably reward repentamath blessing far greater than is ever
deserved. We see that in the story of King David;see it in the parable of the Prodigal Son;
and we see it here in the life of Naomi.

Look at verses 14 & 15:

The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the Lordpulhis day has not left you
without a kinsman-redeemer. May he become fameoasghout Israel! He will renew
your life and sustain you in your old age. For yolaughter-in-law, who loves you and
who is better to you than seven sons, has giverbintm”

Remember our first sermon on the book of Ruth? $da@d Naomi under the chastening hand of
the Lord, bitter and feeling hopeless. The wometheftown greeted her upon her return from
Moab by observing, “Can this be Naomi?” She hadlaagemuch and was so depressed that she
was hardly recognizable after just ten years’ absen

Now these same women are praising God for Naomm&th has changed. She has seen the
providence of God working in her behalf. She hasvbl regained the confidence that God is on
her side. | would say she has slowly repented. @od does more than restore her.

The women praise God for the Kinsman-Redeemer deiwvided for Naomi and for a
daughter-in-law who is better than seven sonsovhAline to comment on the latter phrase first.
In ancient times daughters were tolerated but sa@me cherished. If someone had seven sons he
had the perfect family. But here is a daughteram-ivho is deemed better than the perfect
number of sons. | believe the women are sayingaon, “You were angry because God
removed the men in your life. You thought life abile secure only if there was a man there to
take care of you. But you know what God did? Heeggou a daughter-in-law who is better than
seven sons would have been. God was there forhgowhole time, and you didn't realize ft.”
Naomi doesn’t say anything. She just sits therdihglher little grandson Obed with a great big
smile on her face. Friends, God has ways of meetimgeeds that aren’t always what we would
expect; they're better.

But the most important statement from the womehiss “Praise be to the LORD, who this day
has not left you without a kinsman-redeemer.” Da yealize that they are not speaking of Boaz
at all, but rather the offspring of Boaz. But ulétaly this is not even a reference to the infant
himself, who was named Obed. Rather it is a propheterence to a descendant of Obed. Hold
that thought for a moment as well.

Ruth is blessed by entering the cherished Messianioe. (18-22)It is said that the
hope and dream of every godly OT woman was to theaMessiah. Well, Ruth didn’t bear the
Messiah, but she is one of only four women liste@ia ancestress of Messiah, and the only one
of the four who was not an immoral woman-the otheze being Tamar, Rahab and Bathsheba.
The genealogy with which the book of Ruth closesashus that Ruth was the great-



grandmother of King David and, of course, Jesusafdise Davidic line.

All of God'’s people are blessed by the hepar excellence who descends from Ruth
and Boaz.Just glance at the last five verses of the bodRuth. Then turn with me to the book
of Matthew, chapter 1, where those five versesepeated except that Matthew includes the
names of two mothers. Let’s start reading at Maithes: “Salmon the father of Boaz, whose
mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whoskenwas Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse,
and Jesse the father of King David.” And when yetidpwn to verse 16 of Matthew 1, the
genealogy culminates with, “Jacob was the fathelogkph, the husband of Mary, of whom was
born Jesus, who is called Christ.”

The women'’s praise for Naomi’s kinsman-redeemeitimately fulfilled in Christ. And the

prayer of verse 14-15 (“May he become famous thnouglsrael! He will renew your life and
sustain you in your old age!”) comes true ultimaiahly in Jesus Christ. And that is the case not
only for Naomi, but for all those who put theirtfain Him.

That's the conclusion to this remarkable love stamgitled simply, Ruth. But once again | must
observe that if we stopped here we would be missimge of the amazing spiritual analogies
that are latent in this account. I'm not saying llnenan author of Ruth intended these, but to me
they are too obvious to ignore. This romance isentban a love story, more than a drama; it is
almost a parable of how God has redeemed us irsiClasus. So | want you to take the outline
we've used this morning and | want you to thinkiddacough it with me briefly.

The first thing we noticed at the city gate todagswthat “Boaz chose to fulfill all the
requirements of the Law.” If Boaz is a picture aof &insman-Redeemer, Jesus Christ, which |
trust we demonstrated adequately last Lord’s Ddgtwpiritual truth does Boaz' careful
attention to legal details portray for us? | thinklustrates the perfect attention to the Lawukes
exhibited in His personal life. Never once did @ate the moral law of God, though at times,
of course, he violated the Pharisaical interpretatif the Law. This enabled Him to be a
sacrifice without defect or blemish.

Also we saw that the nearest-of-kin admitted hability to redeem Ruth and forfeited his right.
If Boaz is a picture of Christ and Ruth a pictuféhmse who are strangers to the covenants and
promises, then who does this nearer kinsman reprz$&ant to suggest to you that the nearer
kinsman is illustrative of the Law itself. It hag#&or claim on our lives because we had sold
ourselves to sin and ended up under its condenmatio

The Law had to be given an opportunity to see wdrebh not itcouldredeem us. Could it? Gal.
3:21b says, “If a law had been given which was &blienpart life (but of course it can't), then
righteousness would indeed have been based orblavef course it's not).” In everyday
language Paul is saying, “You can take the Ten Canaments, the Golden Rule, a list of do's
and don't's a mile long or any other set of laws want and they can never impart life, they can
never redeem you.”
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Why? Because eventually you're going to break dnilease laws and then that law is going to
point a finger at you and accuse you of being abaeaker. Instead of being your redeemer the
Law ends up being your accuser. In fact, the Lalivsaly, “The soul that sins, it shall die.”
And“The wages of sin is death.” But thankfully, aoting to Romans 8:3, “What the Law could
not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did He did it through the sacrifice of His Son
on the cross.

We also found “Boaz fulfilling his promise.” Just Boaz purchased both the inheritance and the
person, so Jesus has purchased both our inheradces. 1 Peter 1:4 speaks of “an inheritance
what can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in hedoegou!” It is reserved; no crooked schemer
can ever deprive us of the inheritance that is aarshildren of God. And Hebrews 9:15 puts the
redemption and the inheritance together: “For tbason Christ is the mediator of a new
covenant, that those who are called may receivertm@ised eternal inheritance—now that he
has died as a ransom to set them free from thecemsnitted."

The final scene in the book of Ruth concerns tlesdihgs that come to all the principals. First,
Jesus, represented by Boaz, is blessed with lasithose who believe in Him become joint-heirs
with Him. Second, those who are already part offdingly of God, represented by Naomi, are
blessed as they repent of their sins and retutinetd.ord. And finally, the outsider who is
adopted into the family, represented by Ruth, es$d with all the rights and privileges of a
natural child. By the way, Josh is going to preaekt Sunday on the biblical doctrine of
adoption—you won’'t want to miss it.

Conclusion You know, I'm certain Ruth never looked back en life with Boaz without
immense gratitude for the grace he showed herdeeming her, a poverty stricken widow, a
foreigner, one who grew up in pagan idolatry, witthing to commend her. The price was high
for Boaz to redeem both her and her inheritancehéulid it because he loved her.

We too have been bought with a price, the most lgpvfce ever exacted—the death of God’s
One and Only Son. Our hearts should likewise bedfivith gratitude, and our goal should be to
glorify Him in everything we do. As 1 Cor. 6:19-28minds us, “You are not your own, for you
have been bought with a price. Therefore, glorifd@ your body.”

Allow me one final point. It's regarding the isswe started our series with—the providence of
God. It is always at work, usually behind the ssgmethe ordinary as well as the extraordinary,
in the painful as well as joyful. We must comeaytgps with the fact that there is a connection
between the ordinary events of life and the worlksofl in history. Serving a widowed mother-
in-law, gleaning in a field, falling in love, hagra baby—for the believer these things are not
random, chance events, but are all connected toigteThey are part of something so much
bigger than we can see at the titne.

Even the painful experiences of life are part obamic mosaic that God is painting to display
the greatness of his power and wisdom. The indaligieces of glass in a mosaic are not all
pretty; in fact, some are pretty jagged. But whenstep back and look at the whole, we see a



pattern. When someday we are allowed to step baak firther, i.e. when we enter God’s
presence, | have no doubt that pattern will appeautiful, even perfect.

i. Robert L. Hubbard, JrThe Book of Ruth42.
ii. Steve Zeisler, Peninsula Bible Church, #4547, 3

iii. Permit me a brief excursion here. There'srassan which the Law tries to redeem the
inheritance but not the person, just as the ndansman tried to do. At first it responds, “Yes! |
will redeem,” and it makes some feeble attemptselp us clean up our act. There are entire
religions based upon good works. Many adherenssicli religions are among the most
successful at establishing a worldly inheritanee,a reputation as a fine upstanding citizen. But
what about the person? Nothing is done for him-$tdlgshe same old sinner, and like the
proverbial pig that has been washed, he eventugtilyns to the mud. Eventually the Law has to
admit, “I cannot redeem.”

iv. Piper, 121.



