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| have been chided by a few for planning a serntmutisorry shepherds on Mother’s Day. | guess my
only excuse is that Mother’s Day is not a biblibaliday, though respect for mothers is certainly
biblical-and not just the"2Sunday in May but every day!. Mother’s Day origethin 1908 when a
spinster named Anna Jarvis started a letter-writBagpaign to set aside a special day to honor
mothers, her own mother having died two years leef6he hoped Mother's Day would increase
respect for parents and strengthen family bondsMi@yn 9, 1914, a Presidential proclamation declared
the 2nd Sunday of May to be observed as Motherys &al nearly a century later we still gladly join

in the celebration of mothers. But if I'm goingdet through the book of Jude on schedule, we’lehav
to stay by the stuff this morning. Mothers and giranthers, be assured that we honor you and value
you highly. | trust that the other aspects of thatightful service have revealed that sufficiently.

One of the most sobering passages in all the Bitftsund in the 3% chapter of Ezekiel. It is
addressed to the professional clergy of Israehkéqriests, Levites, and prophets. And it revedig w
the whole nation was regularly in terrible spiritaandition. When the spiritual shepherds of God’s
people were more interested in feeding themsehaas in feeding the flock, the people of God were
destined for disaster. Listen as | read: Ezekiel-34:
The word of the LORD came to me: "Son of man, geplagainst the shepherds of
Israel; prophesy and say to them: "This is whatSbeereign LORD says: Woe to the
shepherds of Israel who only take care of themseBkould not shepherds take care of the
flock? You eat the curds, clothe yourselves wighwibol and slaughter the choice animals, but
you do not take care of the flock. You have nenhgithened the weak or healed the sick or
bound up the injured. You have not brought baclksthays or searched for the lost. You have
ruled them harshly and brutally. So they were sratt because there was no shepherd, and
when they were scattered they became food fonaild animals. My sheep wandered over
all the mountains and on every high hill. They wsrattered over the whole earth, and no one
searched or looked for them.
“Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the DO® surely as | live, declares the
Sovereign LORD, because my flock lacks a shephwtda has been plundered and has
become food for all the wild animals, and becaugeshepherds did not search for my flock
but cared for themselves rather than for my flabkyefore, O shepherds, hear the word of the
LORD: This is what the Sovereign LORD says: | aairegj the shepherds and will hold them
accountable for my flock. I will remove them franding the flock so that the shepherds can
no longer feed themselves. | will rescue my flogiftheir mouths, and it will no longer be
food for them.

As sad as was the state of the clergy of ancieaelsit is probably even worse in our day. In rega
both belief and behavior, a huge number of menvamaen of the cloth have violated their oaths of
office and the spiritual trust of their parishiosieFor three weeks now we have been studying & shor
little book of the New Testament that focuses ugpaostasy in the Church. An apostate, as | have



2

reiterated every week, is someone who is knowldalgezt the Christian faith, perhaps even once
practiced it at some level, but who has since atwaed its fundamentals and is actively undermining
the truth from within.

| received a powerful letter this week from a memifeour church family whose cousin was a pastor
in a mainline church. Though taught the truth gswang man, he lost his faith in seminary but went o
to pastor several churches. When faced with sompeedsion he was counseled by some
denominational colleagues that perhaps he wassgpeelatent homosexuality. He was actually
encouraged to claim that lifestyle and come ouhefcloset. He took his own life at age 47! I'lace
one short paragraph from this letter:

“I'm firmly convinced that the Church (ghentions the denomination)
contributed to my cousin’s death. Had he receiv@elaiate counseling directed toward grace
and forgiveness instead of being poisoned withsdkat run contrary to the Word of God, |
believe he would be an active, thriving ministeindahe work God set out for him to do today.
But the church was so bent on twisting God’s Wpuhing its own agenda, and
accommodating everyone, that he was engulfed igsti |

In the first half of his treatise Jude has beegdhng apostates wherever they are found—in the
prehistoric angelic world, in ancient Israel, is bwn day, and by extension even in ours—whether
clergy or laity. But in verses 12-16, our text tpdiae clearly hones in on those of the professional
clergy who have become traitors to Christ. | wand® two things this morning. First, | want us to
examine these five verses for what God says alpmstate clergy. But then | want us to take time to
look at the alternative. What kind of leaders sHomé choose for the church and what characteristics
must they exhibit?

Apostate clergy are described by tragic metaphors. (12-13)

Look at verses 12 and 13:

These men are blemishes at your love feasts, eatthg/ou without the slightest
gualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. Thelaarés without rain, blown along by the
wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—tviaead. They are wild waves of the sea,
foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for whdatkest darkness has been reserved
forever

The first metaphor he uses is “blemishes at yous feasts”, or as some of your versions read,
“hidden reefs.”

1. They are blemishesor hidden reefs. In the first century church the Lord’s Table wateaf
preceded by a meal, a potluck of sorts that wdedal Love Feast. Rich and poor would both attend,
giving the rich the opportunity of sharing theiuablance with the rest. The concept was wonderful,
but it quickly dissolved into an opportunity foutfiony, drunkenness and divisiveness. Listen to
Paul’s rebuke of the Corinthian church for theiusd of the Love Feast:

And then | find that you bring your divisions toralip—you come together, and instead
of eating the Lord’s Supper, you bring in a lof@dd from the outside and make pigs of
yourselves. Some are left out, and go home hu@ghers have to be carried out, too drunk to



walk. | can’t believe it{1 Cor. 11:20, 21The Message

Jude seems to be addressing a similar problensiday. Some of the church leaders were feeding
their faces (literally or figuratively), with litd concern for others, so Jude refers to them ds spo
blemishes in this meal that was designed to beaatlfel expression of Christian love.

However, some of your Bibles may read “hidden ré@efgour love feasts,” and that is because the
Greek word for “spot” and the term for “rock” oreef” are almost identical, and some ancient scribes
apparently copied one word while others copiedsther. It's very difficult to know for sure which
Jude meant because both make sense in the cdhteatks” is the correct reading, Jude is pictyyin
the church as a sailing ship that runs agroundoksrjust below the surface. The point would bé¢ tha
the church must be wary of secret apostates whtryang to make spiritual shipwreck of their
fellowship.

Whether he is talking about blemishes or hiddefsrele point is clear—apostates don’t mind
participating in the church’s most sacred ritdge kommunion, if that's what it takes to gain
influence. Sadly, it is indisputable that on anyegi Sunday there are thousands of pastors andspries
who regularly lead their people in communion anptisan and prayer and worship even though they
don’t even believe the fundamental truths upon tviait of it is all based—-that Jesus died for onssi
that it's His blood that provides our forgivenessd He is the only way to God.

2. They are cloudswithout rain. The Jewish farmer was always in need of rain,rendould
be encouraged when dark clouds appeared on theohpbecause clouds typically promise rain to
thirsty fields. But sometimes the wind would catingse clouds past his field before they could drop
any moisture. The false teachers in the churclc@amgpared to these water-less clouds. They promise
to provide spiritual refreshment, but they don’téease they do not possess the water of God’s Word.
Hollow messages on humanistic goodness, love, ymitsitive mental attitudes, and financial
prosperity may tickle people’s ears, but only thersl teaching of God’s Word can thoroughly quench
man’s spiritual thirst.

3. They areautumn trees. Trees are beautiful for a short time in autunut,Jude has in mind
what happens when the leaves fall and the treesaamarren, dry and unproductive. Trees only
appeardead, of course, because in the Spring they spewtleaves. False teachers, on the other
hand, are not just dead in appearance; they avedabsd in reality. Their lack of fruit is permanent
Although seasons change, they never produce agytiiimalue. In fact, they will be plucked up and
burned, thus they are twice dead.

4. They are wild waves of the sea. Have you ever seen polluted water and the foaragnst
leaves on the shore? The foam has no substammksgton the crest of the waves until it hits ailear
and then it vanishes. False teachers in the clarehke that—they produce only spiritual scum.

5. They arewandering stars. He’s probably speaking of shooting stars, whiena really
stars at all but meteors which streak across thevitk great brilliance and vanish quickly into the
darkness of space. They provide no light and ndange to the traveler. Apostates are similar. They
make a big flash and then burn out. They appedn@scene professing to bring new light to spititua



4

pilgrims, but in reality they guide their followeirso deeper darkness. The ones we see today are
really no different from the ones we saw 20 or é@rg ago. They come and go.

| well remember when the cover Bime Magazing@roclaimed the probable Death of God. It was
April 8, 1966 and | was in my first year of semiaFhe magazine touted the brilliance of theologian
Thomas J. J. Altizer, Paul Van Buren, William Hawonil, and Rabbi Richard Rubenstein. For a few
months, maybe a few years these men made a bghsflaey were invited to seminars and got huge
speaking fees. But their heresy was short-livedran today is anything more than a footnote in
history. We could cite dozens of similar wanderstgrs over the past generation.

Please note the end result for these whom Judeefeased to as blemishes or hidden reefs, rainless
clouds, autumn trees, wild waves and wandering sk says in verse 13 that for them “blackest
darkness has been reserved forever.” He’s talkiogiahell, in case you didn’t catch that. Hell is a
reality, according to the New Testament, and thehlier who emphasized it most was none other than
Jesus Christ. He took no joy in hell, nor should lnesonate with John MacArthur’s thoughts:
“I have mixed emotions when | see apostasy: | agnaat the apostate, but | feel
broken inside over the godless eternity that heexperience. Do you know what it means for
a person to sit in a church year after year, angerecome to know Jesus Christ? Do you know
what it means for somebody to study the Bible,maagbe even go to Bible college or
seminary, and yet turn into a false teacher? Fansone that close to the truth to live in
torment for eternity is a sobering thought!

Nevertheless we must be clear that everyone whe nloereceive Jesus as Savior will inherit the
condemnation of hell. Listen to John 3:16-18:

For God so loved the world that he gave his onea@mg Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. For Gaid not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through.Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, BUT whoever does not believe standeroretl already because he has not
believed in the name of God’s one and only. Son

| would not say that every apathetic unbelievef suffer as much as these apostates who actively
oppose God and knowingly undermine the truth, belt id awful no matter what the degree of
punishment. Jesus said to those who knew Him welly@t opposed Him, “it will be more bearable
for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.” {M&1:24). Knowledgéncreasegudgment. That

is why apostasy is the most serious of all sinsthadnost severe punishment is reserved for it.

The second section of our text expands upon thigment that has been reserved for apostate clergy
and explains the basis for it.

Apostate clergy will experience a special judgment from God. (14)

Look at verse 14:

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about tines: “See the Lord is coming
with thousands upon thousands of his holy onesdgg everyone, and convict all the ungodly
of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ufygady, and of all the harsh words ungodly
sinners have spoken against him.”
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Now you may have been unaware that Enoch was detolm fact, you may not know anything at all
about Enoch. From Genesis 5 we learn that he veafather of the oldest man who ever lived,
Methuselah. Enoch lived 365 years, and his biogrdiie only one brief sentence (Gen. 5:24):
“Enoch walked with God, then he was no more, bez&isd took him away.”

In the great Hall of Faith in Hebrews 11, this extion is added; “By faith Enoch was taken from
this life, so that he did not experience deathgdwdd not be found, because God had taken him away.
For before he was taken, he was commended as anpledsed God.” (Perhaps you are familiar with
the riddle: “The oldest man who ever lived dieddoefhis father did.” Now you know why.)

Jude adds the additional information that Enoch avpsophet and that he prophesied judgment on
apostates in the family of God. Jude found thippexy in an extra-biblical book call@dhe Book of
Enoch written in the first or second century before i©hBecause this quotation does not come from
the OT, some Bible students, including the greattida.uther, have questioned whether Jude itself
belongs in the Bible. But the biblical authors ofthd research in extra-biblical sources. In Kiagsl
Chronicles we often come across many referenctbéannals of the kings of Israel and Judah.” We
must realize that while everything in the Biblerise,notall truth is in the Bible. Here Jude points us
to some truth that he found in the extra-biblicabB of Enoch.

1. The Lord iscoming to judge everyone. In keeping with prophecies in Matthew and in the
book of Revelation, Enoch notes that Jesus willetwith thousands upon thousands of his holy ones
(angels).” But then Jude focuses on the specitigiuent on apostates.

2. TheLord will specifically convict the ungodly of their deeds, motives, and words. Listen
again to verse 15: “The Lord is coming . . . toxdonall the ungodly of all the ungodly acts thegvi
done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh wandgodly sinners have spoken against him.” You
get the distinct impression that Enoch was conckai®ut ungodliness, but not just overt acts of
ungodliness. This is a good reminder that God v@neoncerned only with outward deeds; He is
always concerned with speech, attitudes, and notsevell.

While Jude is applying this prophecy of judgmerdafically to those who have abandoned the faith,
namely apostates, | think it is very important tdenthat Enoch himself doesn’t restrict the proghec
to them. In fact, he says that the Lord is commgutigeeveryoneand to judgell the ungodly ofall

the ungodly acts they have done, andlbthe harsh words spoken against him. Even beliearers
going to face a judgment (at the Judgment Seaha&t), though they will never face condemnation.

Apostate clergy share certain common characteristics. (16)

Verse 16: “These men are grumblers and fault-fisidiey follow their own evil desires; they boast
about themselves and flatter others for their odvaatage.”

1. They grumble and find fault constantly. This same word translated “grumblers” is used in
John 6:41 just after Jesus gave his discourseehrtrad of life. It says, “The Jews began to grembl
about him because He said, ‘| am the bread thaeaown from heaven.” They didn't like the hard
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truths He was teaching, and later in that sametehage read, “From this time many of his disciples
turned back and no longer followed him.” Grumblied to apostasy, and | think it is often so. The
reason is that grumbling is often ultimately aga@®ed; after all, if He has allowed the situatioa’re
grumbling about (and He has), our complaints arectied at Him, whether we like to admit it or not.

The second term, “fault-finders,” just refers tader grumbling. Rather than just under-the-breath
gossiping, this is full-blown opposition to the hahd way of the Lord. These traits are evidergmoft

in the Scriptures, as we saw last week. The fallegels were unhappy with their estate. Israel
grumbled in the wilderness. Korah found fault wMlbses and Aaron. | think we often fail to realize
how seriously God takes murmuring and grumblingaAmastor, the last thing | would want to do is to
stifle legitimate difference of opinion. | wouldther invite challenges to my own decisions ando t
Elders’ decisions than to stifle dissent. But | deeply disturbed when | see people constantly
demonstrating negative attitudes, sharing rumarssiging, and questioning others’ motives.
Fortunately we have seen very little of that irstbiurch.

Some Christians just seem to be deeply suspicibasurch leaders. | had a man in my previous
church who was constantly questioning every degitie pastors made, expecting there was some
dark motive behind it. | suppose this may have bemrause of some bad experience he had in the
past, but it was very destructive of church unityink we need to come to grips with the fact that
grumbling and fault-finding are characteristicapbstates, not disciples.

How do you know if you're guilty of grumbling anddlt-finding as opposed to just being discerning?
Well, | suggest a couple of questions to ask ydfirse

1. When | hear about a decision | don't like, dmimediately assume that someone has manipulated
the system to get their own way, OR do | choosesgume that even if a wrong decision was made,
the individuals involved probably did what they tighit was best?

2. When | question a decision, do | tend to go imhiaiely to the person or persons who made it, OR
do | first call my friends and complain about it?

3. Do | automatically take the side of my friendsen they are offended, OR do | investigate to tee i
the offense might have been a misunderstanding?

The leaders of this church, myself included, havdoubtedly made a number of mistakes over the
years, but speaking as one who has been on tlie ioEmany of those decisions, | would say that in
the vast majority of those cases, they have beeadtanistakes, and the leaders’ motives have been
pure. In fact, | have never been part of an orgditin where | saw less politicking going on than in
this body of believers.

Then Jude offers a second common characteristpadtate clergy:

2. They do their own thing morally. The text says, “They follow their own evil desire
While grumbling about church leaders, the grumideften secretly pursuing immoral behavior. In
fact, there is a psychological reason why he magrbebling—if he can point out fault in others, it
takes the spotlight off his own secret sin. Beliewe friends, apostasy and immorality almost always
go together. In fact, | think more often than ria tmmorality leads to the apostasy. After allgaspn
cannot indefinitely live with disequilibrium betwedis beliefs and his behavior. Either his behavior



has to change to fit his beliefs or his beliefsehttvchange to match his behavior.

3. They boast about themselves and flatter others. Literally Jude says they use “great
swelling words” as they talk of themselves andrthecomplishments. They also use similar speech
about others, but not sincerely. Rather they figgé®ple to get an advantage. They say what people
want to hear, acquiescing to popular opinion ireotd gain favor.

Jude has stated and restated his case to makesuealize the kind of danger we are facing from
apostates in the Church, especially among its pstdeal leaders. Now keeping his warnings in mind,
| want to ask an important related question thismmgy?

In contrast, what are the characteristics of godly shepherds? 1 Timothy 3:1-15

Well, certainly the godly shepherd needs to feedstieep, lead the sheep, and protect the sheep.
That’s a given. But the Scriptures seem to be mmorneerned with who the shephésdhan with what
hedoes It's fascinating to me how much attention is give the NT to character issues as over
against giftedness when it comes to choosing lsatlbave time this morning to look at only one of
many passages, so | have chosen 1 Timothy 3. Wetrgoing to expound this chapter verse by verse,
but | do want to read it. And | have chosen to reagene Peterson’s paraphraBee Message

LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH

If anyone wants to provide leadership in the chugdod! But there are preconditions:
A leader (elder, pastor, overseer) must be welligid-of, committed to his wife, cool and
collected, accessible, and hospitable. He must kmbat he’s talking about, not be overfond of
wine, not pushy but gentle, not thin-skinned, net@y-hungry. He must handle his own affairs
well, attentive to his own children and having thespect. For if someone is unable to handle
his own affairs, how can he take care of God’'s ch@rHe must not be a new believer, lest the
position go to his head and the Devil trip him Qutsiders must think well of him, or else the
Deuvil will figure out a way to lure him into hisap.

The same goes for those who want to be servardasdds) in the church: serious, not
deceitful, not too free with the bottle, not ifiat what they can get out of it. They must be
reverent before the mystery of the faith, not usivegr position to try to run things. Let them
prove themselves first. If they show they can,dake them on. No exceptions are to be made
for women—same qualifications: serious, dependatnésharp-tongued, not overfond of wine.
Servants in the church are to be committed to thieauses, attentive to their own children, and
diligent in looking after their own affairs. Thos#o do this servant work will come to be
highly respected, a real credit to this Jesus-faith

Now think carefully with me about what Paul is sayhere about church leadership—male or female.
Paul describes the church leader in several differategories.

1. Heor shemust be a person of character. There’s almost nothing here about giftedness,
skill level, success, or even experience. The fiesitrait mentioned in the NIV is “above reprodch
The problem is, “Who in the world is above reprdichh we pushed some of these characteristics to



8

the wall, | suspect most of our Elders, deaconspastiors would have to resign. | know there would
be a vacancy for Lead Pastor. Clearly, | think Rawulot talking in absolute terms but rather givireg
a picture of the leader’s lifestyle. Is the leadgrerson of integrity, reliable, can you count an br
her to be the same when no one is looking?

2. A strong family per son. Mention is made of the importance of the leadeslationship with
his spouse, as well as his children. The ratioisabéfered that if a person is unable to manag®Wws
family well, if he’s unable to gain the respecthig own children, how can he take care of God’s
church? Again, God is not expecting the leaderikldn to be perfect, but neither should they be
delinquent rebels.

3. A person of faith. There are a number of qualities that relate ®spiritual walk and
level of maturity in the faith. This is true foralDeacon as well as the Elder.

4. A people person. By this | don’t mean that a leader has to bexdroeert. Being a people-
person has little to do with temperament, but adato with how we treat others. Consider the
following characteristics that relate to this: hicesiple, gentle, not quarrelsome, worthy of respect,
sincere, trustworthy.

5. A person of solid reputation. Several times the spotlight is placed directlyhomw outsiders
view the leader. That is very important if outsglare going to be reached with the Gospel.

Conclusion: | took as the theme of this passage this morritegrry shepherds who feed only
themselves.” Spiritual shepherds are given to theah to feed, care for, nurture, lead, and prdtest
sheep. The apostate shepherd does the oppositeitiexpthe sheep, gratifying his own appetites at
their expense, and actually leading them to detstric

| want to address both our leaders and the contijoegas | conclude this morning. First, to the lead
| say that the one sure way to become a good shetht follow the Good Shepherd. | came across
the following quote from a popular evangelical gilgnan whose name you would all know:
| have been asked to speak on national conventaifopms, ministers’ conferences,
even executive motivational meetings.
At forty-nine years of age | have everything a persould want—an adequate salary, a
beautiful home, a magnificent church, a loving vaifel two very normal children.
The whole thing is Great Big.
But lately in the middle of the night I've begumiss something.
When | was a very young minister | felt somethingsh | could feel again.
| heard something | wish | could hear again.
It was the sound of sandaled feet walking beside me
Now | have convention buttons; doctors degreesjyes; photographs of me with
movie stars, a president, and other dignitaries.
But | find myself wanting more than anything elsdo hear again those Quiet Steps . .
. of the Sandaled Feet.
| have motivated thousands of people to one degraaother. But how many have |
touched with The Touch? When the smoke clears ahiays the only question that couhts.



To the congregation | would say that one of thedsatlthings | see today is when those who are
charged witlfeedingthe sheep end uteecingthe sheep. But | am compelled to say that the sheep
not withoutresponsibility for this plight. It's absolutely amiag how gullible some sheep can be.
They will continue to support religious leadersgeafter immorality or financial greed or dictasri
attitudes have been clearly demonstrated.

God has given His sheep the unique privilege obshg their own shepherds. At least that's the way
we at First Free understand the NT. We do not belie apostolic succession; rather the Scriptures
provide for us a selection process for leaders.ddbt do we choose our leaders; we also have the
responsibility for encouraging them, praying foer rebuking them under certain circumstances, and
even disciplining them when necessary.

| want to call the members of this church this nogrto take these responsibilities very seriously.
believe | speak for our Pastoral Leadership Teamthie Elders, for the Deacons, for the Trustegs, a
well as the rest of the leadership when | say, ‘&ieyour servants, not your masters. You have asked
us to lead, so support us and pray for us faitaflt do not tolerate ungodly leadership. Don'’t pp
with sorry shepherds who feed themselves and fldecsheep.”

In closing | want to invite all of our elected |lemd—-pastoral staff, Elders, deacons, trusteespand
teaching leaders (ABF’s, Sunday School, and Yotalstand while | invite one of our laymen to come
and lead us in prayer for the leadership of ouradhwoe Stout (David May) will you come and pray
for us as we close this morning?

i. I found this quotation in my own file. | had wtgn it down from a book | read years ago, buileth

to document it. | apologize to my reader, but lereger remember who wrote it. | trust you can stil
profit from its insight; perhaps it will actuallyelmore useful as an anonymous quotation, becawse no
it becomes the story of many of us.



