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Today’s Focus — “Immanuel”

There are a number of names or titles throughauStriptures used to identify God’s Son. Among them
find: Messiah, Son of Man, Lamb of God, Prince e&€e, and Kings of Kings and Lord of Lords. Todss/,
we begin the 2009 Advent Season, we will focusattantion on the nanmlenmanuel found in Matthew 1.

Introductory Comments

The termimmanuelis actually the fourth statement of identificatiiChrist that is found in Matthew 1.
“Son of David” and “son of Abraham” occur in verseThen in verse 21 Joseph is instructed to gige th
name “Jesus” to the child that Mary bears. It isurtil verse 23 that we encounter our term ofriedé
Immanuel

Although the term Immanuel may be rather famila@aus in the church, especially in association whtn
Christian season, we may not realize that this vearrs only four times in Scripture: 3 are in @ld
Testament (all in Isaiah); 1 is in the New Testanieare in Matthew 1).

The definition/explanation given in Matthew 1 isthmmanuel meanSod with usWhile Matthew is
written in Greek, and thus the importance of theegiddefinition, anyone familiar with the originaldO
Testament language of Hebrew would find that exgtian redundant, because in Hebrew this is a
compound word literally communicating “with us...i®&”

Shortly we’ll look at the Old Testament passage itmaoduces this term. Before we do | want usdosider
the initial phrase in Matthew 1:22 where it is sththat -All this took place..The question that arises is
“All of what took place?” | believe the answer indes, at minimum, the following: 1). throughouttbrg
God has actively accomplished the fulfillment ofisas Messianic prophecies given to Abraham andd)av
doing so through an improbable number of situatemms a very interesting variety of individuals (an
extended study of the listed genealogy in versg8 & fascinating and supportive of this fact);Mary’s
impregnation through the work of the Holy Spiris; @result that Christ took on human flesh (theg ¢inte
in history that one individual possesses two natardivine and human); 3). the angelic interveniida
Joseph’s thoughts and plans, and his obedientmespand 4). the assignment of the name “Jesughwhi
Joseph is to give to this child when he is borrd #ms name signifying that his purpose in comiragw
salvation from sin).

Let me state this another way: In his sovereigntg Gas actively been at work over centuries of tione
fulfill His eternal plan of salvation through thergon of His Son, Jesus Christ. In doing so Godbh&nced
both the “big picture” flow of history as well dset individual details necessary for this plan téol |
believe the phrase “All this took place...” is inteadto stir within us a sense of awe over what Gasl h
done and is doing so that people might be broughtpersonal relationship with Himself. (I suggiss
phrase as one that is best grasped through additiveditative reflection.)

Immanuelin the Old Testament — Isaiah 7

Turn with me now to the™chapter of Isaiah, the first instance of the Usth® termimmanuelin Scripture.
This chapter records an encounter between Ahazofotie kings of Judah, and the prophet Isaiah fidbr
background information you’d need to read Il Kirigsand Il Chronicles 28. The specific situationttha
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informs this encounter is that two kings, Rezinifiaacus) and Pekah (Israel — 10 northern tribesg ha
united together to fight against Ahaz (verse leyrhave experienced enough success to stir fehe ineart
of Ahaz and the nation of Judah (verse 2). The t&ad to express their response in verse 2 — “ghiake
conveys a sense of beiataggered It speaks of a repetitive swaying or vacillatidhis is the situation into
which Isaiah enters, being directed by God to speahaz.

Isaiah’s first words, as found in verse 4, are taeeful.” | find that a rather interesting introdoigy
statement. The term speaks of the need to exaymse care, to be diligent, and to be on one’sdyuar
believe the message being conveyed to Ahaz isdad to carefully think through his response to this
threatening situation. What 1l Kings and Il Chrdagreveal is that he was a wicked king. He livediays
that frequently displeased God. We also learn filomse chapters that his ultimate response to ithigt®n
will be to seek an alliance with Assyria, the maower in that area of the world at that time. Gadesire,
as stated in these two words, is that Ahaz stely &oen responses that would be familiar or refieetof the
general direction of his life; and that Ahaz woatthsider including God in his response.

Continuing in verse 4, notice what else Isaiamstructed to say. “Keep calm.” “Don’t be afraid.bDot
lose heart.” A response of panic and thoughtleBsraneeds to be avoided. Like Jesus’ words in cam
the storm on the Sea of Galilee, | believe theselsito Ahaz are intended to bring calmness to éasth

When we skip down to verse 7, we find the reasoy @bd would encourage this calmness. There we read
that God directly states the plotting and planrohthese two kings against Ahaz will not come tatfon.
The situation is not minimized; God is only statthg ultimate outcome that he will bring about..

Even though Ahaz is a wicked king, this encounterém Isaiah was suggesting to Ahaz to let the Lord
be the one he would rely upon for deliverancerThis is an invitation to a response of faith! Rlethese
words from Psalm 121 Hift up my eyes to the hills — where does my kelmpe from? My help comes from
the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. (He woli let your foot slip — he who watches over you not
slumber; indeed, he who watches over Israel wilhae slumber of sleepSurely, these words express the
kind of response God desired to receive from Ahaz.

The critical importance for Ahaz to respond intidid God and His word at this time is addresseelctliy
now in the second half of verse %fyou do not stand firm in your faith, you willtretand at all.ln essence
God has thrown down the gauntlet with this strongo@iragement to Ahaz to trust Him at this time. The
very destiny of Ahaz and his nation is tied up withir readiness to believe God and act accordingly

As further encouragement, God offers to give Ahaiga (verses 10 & 11). Please notice the graciays
in which God asks this when He sapsk the Lord/our God...)God seeks to woo Ahaz to trust Him on a
personal level! God offers to Ahaz the opportuhitgelect some sign that will meaningfully reinferto
Ahaz God’s promise.

It is at this point that the wicked heart of Ahazevealed in verse 12. His answer may have thedsoi
self-effacement and humility, but it really conveysefusal to trust God\haz is not going to submit
himself to any answer that will entangle him in faih and obedience (Think about that; what a sobering
response!)

God's response is one of rebuke (versel4) and anitoment to proceed with a sign regardless of Ahaz’s
responseTherefore the Lord himself will give you a signeNargin will be with child and will give birth to
a son, and will call him ImmanudNotice — there is no additional interpretativegse here that Matthew
adds — “God with us.”)



We're not going to take the time today to focugtominitial fulfillment of that sign. (There arenaus
suggestions, but no clear, definitive conclusi@garding the child’s identity in this context.) Scé it to
say that what God provides through this signligiag, visible statement and reminderthat in his
powerful presence3od with us}here is the assurance of deliverance. He has peahto intervene, he has
invited a response of faith, he has sought to erepdov obedience, he has provided assurance thdndse
not abandon or forsake his people, and he hasamdefit the futility of human plans. All this provile
significant background to understanding the text of Matthew 1 where Glisiglentified as the one who
will be calledimmanuel (Please hold these thoughts and phrases in yioaispwe’ll return to them later.)

Investigating the History of God’s Presence

Before we return to Matthew 1, however, | believ@ligain something by looking briefly atarlier

instances in Scripture that report promises toratidividuals of God’s powerful presence, even tiothe
specific termimmanueis not give in any of these instances. The passaggistances selected are ones in
which the root Hebrew word “with us,” which is paftthe term Immanuel, is used. One thus observes a
clear thought connection with the prophetic statemeade to Ahaz in Isaiah 7.

The first instance in Scripture that | draw to attention depicts the account of Genesis 26:3 wGeck
states to Isaac Hwill be with you..This is spoken to Isaac during a time of faminarduwhich God
reminds him of his promise and assures Isaac ofsGhigection during this challenging time.

The second scenario to which | draw our attentimeucs twice in the life of Jacob. See Genesis 28r15
31:3, 42 where God states to Jacob keaboth is and will be with him The first occasion is during his
flight from home; the brother that he had deceieshu, had intentions of killing him. The secondasion
is as he is given direction by God to return hokmewing that he will again encounter Esau!

The third situation is drawn from Exodus 3:12 wh@& promises Mosdswill be with youas Moses
considers his response to God’s call to lead Isyaebf Egypt. Later, in Exodus 33:16, Moses voieiss
understanding of the significance of God’s powepitdsence when he statégour Presence does not go
with us, do not send us up from here.

Finally, in Joshua 1:5 & 9 God echoes what Mose&salseady sought to convey to Joshua in Deuteronomy
31:6 & 8 that he would be with Joshua (just as 4 been with Moses).

| realize it is speculation on my part, but | wondeAhaz was aware at any level of this historg &iblical
theme. These are definite and distinct remindetbepowerful presence of God having impact in
challenging circumstances. Regardless of Ahaz'seness, the theme is there. In Isaiah 7 that theme
clearly strengthened in a significant way. Busihbt until Matthew 1 that we encounter the fulbession
of both the theme of God’s powerful presence aedittimate identification olmmanuel

Immanuel — Christ is the Ultimate Expression

Let's return now to Matthew 1, where | will readaaigverses 22 & 23All this took placeo fulfill what the
Lord had said through the prophet: The virgin vioié with child and will give birth to a son, and yhwill
call him Immanuel” — which means, “God with us.”

| emphasize again the initial phrase in verse 24 this took place..lL am drawn to think of various
doxologies in Scripture that would help us fittingixpress what all is included in the scope of gaase.
Romans 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and kedgd of GodEphesians 1:3 Praise be
to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whe blesseds in the heavenly realms with every
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spiritual blessingn Christ. Jude 25 +o the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, poama authority,
through Jesus Christ our Lordbefore all ages, now and forevermore! Anfemd then from Hebrews 1:1-3
—In the past God spoke to our forefathers throughgtophets at many times and in various ways,in
these last days he has spoken to us by his, 8drom he appointed heir of all things, and throwgtom he
made the universe. The Son is the radiance of<zgldry and the exact representation of his being...

In all the fullness with which we can think of titentity of Immanuel, Jesus Christ is thlémate
expressionof God with us!Christ isGod with usn the most unique wags the incarnate Son of God!!!
Beyond any statement that God is with us, in Ch@std isliterally present in person, in the flesh!

His coming in this way, drawing on the imagery flatdo that observed in Isaiah 7, is becawsehave a
great need Like Ahaz, we are in need of deliverance. Theévdeance offered is only something God can
accomplish. He invites us to a response of faitchiallenges us to abandon any self-effort to dadown
solution to our need.

Wednesday morning | saw a bumper sticker that Ifeddeen before. As a preface to telling you vithat
said, | would assume that many of us have seen éustigkers that reference being “born again.” Wik
one was similarput also _guite different. The message conveyed is a response to, or exatuthal to the
phrase “born again.” There were five words on thmper sticker: “Born Ok The First Time.” It is my
understanding that these words are intended toegotine belief that there is no need to be bornmaJdiere
is no need for a Savior. There is no need for dedirice for sin.

Scripture directly contradicts that understandifigere is a deliverance that all need. That delivezas
from our sin! That is a deliverance tloatly God can accomplish. We must abandon any hopetainahg
this deliverance through our own schemes and ressuFaith is the only acceptable response.

It is because of this great, very real need ofatan that God sertnmanuel His Son, through the
incarnation, to ultimately accomplish deliveranaani our sin through His death on the cross!!

In The Great Doctrines of the Bib{pg. 70) William Evans writes “It is not puttingd matter too strongly
when we say that the incarnation was for the pwepdshe atonement. Jesus Christ partook of flesh a
blood in order that He might die (Heb. 2:14). ‘Hasamanifested to take away our sins’ (I John Ehyist
came into this world to give His life a ransom feany (Matt, 20:28). The very purpose of the ertoming
of Christ into the world, in all its varying aspgctvas that, by assuming a nature like unto our, d¥ven
might offer up His life as a sacrifice for the sofsnen. The faith of the atonement presupposefaitieof
the incarnation.”

Dr. J. Gresham Machen has pointed out, “The daewirthe Deity of Christ is part of the Biblicabtzhing
about God. This person whom we know as Jesus Gtwisid have been God even if no universe had been
created and even if there had been no fallen maave. He was God from everlasting. His Deity igequ
independent of any relation of His to a createdldvdrhe doctrine of the incarnation, on the othendh is

part of the doctrine of salvation. keasfrom everlasting, but Heecameman — at a definite moment in the
world’s history, and in order that fallen man midlet saved.”

Someone has stated it this way:

If our greatest need had been information, God dbale sent us an educator.

If your greatest need had been technology, GoddvoaVe sent us a scientist.

If our greatest need had been money, God would sarntus an economist.

If our greatest need had been pleasure, God wawed sent us an entertainer.

But our greatest need was forgiveness, so GodusemtSavior. I(nmanuel, God with Ud)



Praising the God Who is With Us

In my study and examination of the Biblical teaghaboutimmanueland the repeated statements and
demonstration about the powerful presence of Gémyid my mind stretched more and more to grasp the
infinity of God and his eternal perspective regagdsalvation. While there are certainly personal
applications to the truth that Jesus Christimanuel the sweep of the brush and the size of the camvas
which that truth is painted are infinitely broadofn that perspective | offer these reasons to respo

praise to the God who is with us, especially adegin the Advent season anew! Each of these re@sons
rooted in a Biblical understanding lmshmanuel- God with us!

His faithfulness to his Word is affirme@he prophecy that God gave to Ahaz was state@ mhan 700
years prior to the birth of Christ. One of the fdations upon which you and I, as believers, casigiein

our relationship with Christ is through repeaterafation that God is always faithful to his WortiDaily
you and | face choices of obedience. They areylikel of the consequence and magnitude faced bg.Aha
But they are choices to respond in obedience todbaithe basis of trusting His word that He is pnésdth
us and that He does keep His promises. | trustensricouraged this morning as we consider the yeslit
what is stated in Matthew 1:22 & 23, the comindgmimanuelis a strong statement of the truth that God is
faithful to His word.

His love for us is demonstrated — personally amdqundly. John 3:16 states this familiar truth in this way:
For Godso lovedthe world that he gave his one and only Son,etever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal lifeRomans 5:8 echoes that truth with these words: see, at just the right time, when we
werestill powerless Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will ame die for a righteous man, though for
a good man someone might possibly dare to dieG8dtdemonstrates his own love for us in this: wivide
were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Salvation is accomplishedhree weeks ago in Pastor Josh’s sermon fromeweh?, he emphasized the
necessity of the incarnation. Here are th® add 15 verses of that chapteBince the children have flesh
and blood, he too shared in their humanity so thahis death he might destroy him who holds thespoiv
death — that is, the devil — and free those whaohalir lives were held in slavery by their feardefath.God’s
gift of forgiveness for our sin is available beca@hrist was willing to, in the words of Philippg&8, make
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a setyand being made in human likeness. And beingdfaun
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and bechatient to death — even death on a crébss is
what it meant for Him to becommmanuel And asimmanuel He accomplished God'’s plan of salvation!

His perpetual presence is assuidihd it very interesting, and strongly encourayg to note that this same
book, Matthew, which in the first chapter introdsiaes tommanuelcloses with this statememnd surelyl
am with you alwaysto the very end of the a@g@atthew 28:20b) God keeps this promise each deputih
the work and ministry of the Holy Spiritwill ask the Fathersaid Jesusand he will give you another
Counselorto be with you forever the Spirit of truth(John 14:16-17)

Join me this year in giving praise to God for thesgsons!



