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As many of you know my wife Maggie and | had otithfibaby 2 weeks ago. We already have 4
girls, and were blessed this time with a baby béig! name is Abe. Many of you reminded us
after he was born how much help we would be rengifiom his 4 older sisters. You were right.
The girls are so much help sometimes we wonder whatould do without them. They always
want to hold him. That's their main way of helpi#gqnd so on top of the normal demands of
having a baby we also have the privilege of marggihose turn it is to “help” hold the baby.
Now don’t get me wrong, we are very appreciativedAhe motives are good. | think a couple
of our girls would nurse little Abe if they werelabBut there are just some things that big sisters
can’'t do to help with a baby — they need Maggie imedo help. But there are also a whole host
of things they’re not interested in doing. For epg&anwhen Abe is crying, it's amazing how
nobody’s arguing about who gets to hold him anym@neif he has a dirty diaper only 2 out of
the 6 of us are ever volunteering to help. Havimgwa baby in the house is a great joy for all of
us, but it's also a big job. I've become convince@r the last 12 years of being married and
having kids that the joys outweigh the hard woil, ibs the hard parts of family life that make
us better. God uses our struggles to change ushatpeople he wants us to be.

You and | aren’t much different than my girls. Weeheally eager to do everything ourselves, as
long as it isn’t too much of a struggle. But thare some things in life that we really need help
with. And sometimes it’'s only in the struggles thet really grow and change. We need God to
do for us what we can’t do for ourselves, and wedrne let him work in us through our
struggles. In the book of Genesis we meet a cteraeimed Jacob who had to learn some of
these lessons the hard way.

Turn with me in your Bibles to Genesis 32 and 33sTs the story of Jacob, who is returning
home to Canaan from his exile in Haran. Abraham ied in Haran for a time on his way to
Canaan. When Abraham arrived in the land of Cat@hpromised him that he would make
Abraham into a great nation, and that many natremsld be blessed through Abraham’s
descendants. He promised Abraham that those wiedaéhim would be blessed and those who
cursed him would be cursed. He promised Abrahamhisadescendants would be as many as
the stars and that they would inhabit the landari@n. Sin had entered the world through the
first man Adam, and by the time of Abraham, theldi@ras a pretty messed up place. But God
promised that he would bring salvation and redeompttirough Abraham’s descendents.
Abraham had a son Isaac. God said that the pronusél be extended through Isaac. Isaac then
had two sons, Jacob and Esau.

Where our story this morning picks up, Jacob has ke Haran with his uncle Laban for the last
20 years. On his way home, Jacob decides to mitiantact with his brother Esau, whom he has
been estranged from since he left Canaan. Esasdiviside of the land of Canaan to the south,
in the land of Edom. Our story takes place abauilBs north of the Dead Sea on the East side
of the Jordan, the river that served as the eabtader to the land of Canaan. This story is told



in 5 scenes. The first scene sets up the coniibtden Jacob and his brother Esau. Please
follow along as | read chapter 32 verses 1-5.

Scene |:Setting the Stage, Jacob’s Conflict with Esau.(Gen. 32:1-5; Gen. 25-27)

Gen. 32:1-5:Jacob also went on his way, and the angels of Getchim. When Jacob saw them,
he said, “This is the camp of God!” So he named filace Mahanaim. Jacob sent messengers
ahead of him to his brother Esau in the land of,3kée country of Edom. He instructed them:
“This is what you are to say to my master Esauuiygervant Jacob says, | have been staying
with Laban and have remained there till now. | haa#le and donkeys, sheep and goats,
menservants and maidservants. Now | am sendingrni#ssage to my lord, that | may find favor
in your eyes.”

The angels mentioned in verse one seem to plaglaadrr the rest of the story, but they indicate,
first of all, that what is getting ready to takeq® is very significant; for God’s angels never
show up for no good reason. Secondly, these angals the presence of God in what will
follow. God’s hand is working throughout this eatstory and throughout all of history. Nothing
happens in this story or in our lives without Gou'golvement.

But the angels are still only backdrop. The questi@t concerns us most at this point is why
Jacob would want to find favor in the eyes of Esawenty years earlier Jacob stole the blessing
that their father Isaac had intended for the fostlson, Esau. They have been estranged ever
since. And so when Jacob instructs his servanesféo to Esau as ‘lord,” and himself as Esau’s
“servant” he is acknowledging his debt to Esauianddicating that he would like to make
peace.

But the injury to Esau goes even deeper than dadisg of the blessing. That wasn't the first
time that Jacob had tried to take something thaniv&is. Jacob and Esau were twins and Jacob
was wrestling with Esau even in the womb. As Esas laorn Jacob reached out of the womb
and grabbed him by the heel. That's why he was dalaeob. The name Jacob means “he
grasps the heel;” or figuratively, “he deceivestielname Jacob resembles a Hebrew verb which
means, “to wrestle” or “to struggle” or “to strivet “to fight.” Jacob’s very name was a

reminder of what had marked his life. Jacob ale&éd Esau into selling his birthright for a

bowl of soup. But stealing Esau’s blessing wagbilggest offense, and with their history, peace
would be a major accomplishment. Turn in your Bstiie Genesis 27 to see exactly what Jacob
took from Esau.

Jacob went to his father Isaac, who was blind $nolldl age, and pretended to be the firstborn
Esau, so that he could get the blessing from Ig&gavas intended for Esau. After lying to his
father, Jacob convinced him that he was Esau am&iviex] the blessing from his father. In
Genesis 27:28-29 we read what the blessing was.

Gen. 27:28-29May God give you of heaven’s dew and of earthlsméss — an abundance of
grain and new wine. May nations serve you and pEsopbw down to you. Be lord over your
brothers, and may the sons of your mother bow dowou. May those who curse you be cursed
and those who bless you be blessed.



Do you see how big this is? He’s not just steaiome nice words from his father. He’s

receiving the very blessing given to Abraham: “Magse who curse you be cursed and those
who bless you be blessed.” The baton of the covgramises are being passed to Jacob instead
of the firstborn, Esau. And what does Esau ge¢iarn?

Gen. 27:34-40When Esau heard his father’s words, he burst otht wioud and bitter cry and
said to his father, “Bless me — me too, my fath&ut he said, “Your brother came deceitfully
and took your blessing.” Esau said, “Isn’t he righhamed Jacob? He has deceived me these
two times: He took my birthright, and now he’s takey blessing!” Then he asked, “Haven't
you reserved any blessing for me?” Isaac answersglE‘l have made him lord over you and
have made all his relatives his servants, and ersystained him with grain and new wine. So
what can | possibly do for you, my son?” Esau gaitlis father, “Do you have only one
blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father!” TBsau wept aloud. His father Isaac answered
him, “Your dwelling will be away from the earth’&hness, away from the dew of heaven above.
You will live by the sword and you will serve ybuother. But when you grow restless, you will
throw his yoke from off your neck.

You can hear the desperation in Esau’s voice ahdimagine the emotion that must have been
pent up inside of him as his inheritance was tdkam him in a moment. But this reversal of the
blessing and inheritance was not a sudden thigpilis eye. It was actually prophesied before
the boys were even born. Turn to Genesis chaptd8&fore the boys were born, this is what
God told their mother Rebekah.

Gen. 25:23 The LORD said to [their mother, Rebekah], “Two pas are in your womb, and
two peoples from within you will be separated; peeple will be stronger than the other, and
the older will serve the younger.”

When Jacob stole Esau’s blessing we don’t knowe ikirew he was the one God intended to
pass Abrahamic blessing on to. But we do know tag ae went about obtaining the blessing
was surely not according to God’s will. He actecadbief. He was deceptive. He did whatever it
took to get what he wanted. He lied to his fatlseris it any surprise that Esau did not view
Jacob with favor? Jacob fled to Haran becauseasithe knew Esau was comforting himself
only with thoughts of Jacob’s murder.

And therefore in view of all of these things, itnis surprise Jacob is hoping to find favor in the
sight of Esau. He is obviously aware of the sigaifice of his actions and the intensity of Esau’s
anger. So he tells his servants to refer to Esdloaf and to make sure Esau knows that Jacob
is now rich, with livestock. Maybe there could bbaagain for peace. But the news back from
his messengers doesn’t help matters. This newdusaléy what creates the crisis in our story. As
we move to scene two, please turn back to Gen&sidl3esume our story in verses 6-8.

Scene Il,Crisisand rising tension: Jacob prepares to meet Esay32:6-23)

Gen. 32:6-8:When the messengers returned to Jacob, they sald,Went to your brother Esau,
and now he is coming to meet you, and four hundred are with him.” In great fear and
distress Jacob divided the people who were withihimtwo groups, and the flocks and herds




and camels as well. He thought, “If Esau comes aitacks one group, the group that is left may
escape.”

The narrator gives us no indication as to whettsauBgeceived the messengers with favor. All
Jacob knows is he sent messengers south to Saw,ttowin the favor of Esau and now Esau is
coming to him with 400 men. The suspense is rdalliding at this point. What will happen?
Maybe the only glimmer of hope is in the fact tRaau didn’'t abduct or kill the messengers. But
regardless, Jacob prepares for the worst. He disndecamp into two. Calculating the loss; it
would be better to lose half of my camp than ait,of defeat is inevitable.

Jacob was probably wondering at this point if &lhis “striving” for blessing was worth it.
Since Jacob left Canaan he has become a very aahlde left with nothing, but now he has an
entourage. He’s married with 12 kids: 11 boys amytll But all of these things are surely in
vain if he is to lose his very life now. He has maéiving to gain external riches and blessing
his whole life. Maybe his motivation has been tmgecceptance, significance, or security, but
now he is at the end of himself and doesn’t feey gggnificant. Defeat seems inevitable if he
continues to go in the same direction he’s beengoi

Do you identify with Jacob at this point in thergt® Are there problems in your life now that are
consequences of your past actions? Maybe you habéems in your life that have nothing to

do with anything you've done, good or bad, but treeproblems nonetheless. Are there areas in
your life where defeat seems inevitable? Is it@theproblem, a financial crisis, a broken
relationship, conflict in your family or marriagenemployment, loneliness, depression? How
are you responding to those situations? Are yauvisy” and “fighting” to solve those problems
on your own? Or is God'’s presence shaping yourlpra&? In spite of Jacob’s history he
actually responds quite well to his situation. Ehisrsome evidence in verses 9-12 that God has
been working on Jacob over the last 20 years doold responds by prayihg.

Gen. 32:9-12 Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father Abraham, @Gbihy father Isaac, O
LORD, who said to me, ‘Go back to your country gadr relatives, and | will make you
prosper,’” | am unworthy of all the kindness andhfilness you have shown your servant. | had
only my staff when | crossed this Jordan, but ndxave become two groups. Save me, | pray,
from the hand of my brother Esau, for | am afragvill come and attack me, and also the
mothers with their children. But you have saidyill surely make you prosper and will make
your descendants like the sand of the sea, whichateébe counted.™

Twenty years ago, when Jacob stole his brothegsdiig he may or may not have had
knowledge into God'’s plan for his life. But sin¢et time Jacob has had more than one
encounter with God, where God has made it cledatob that the promises made to Abraham
were being extended to him. These encounters wotht@ave begun to transform Jacob.

The promises of God in some ways may seem far frossible at this crisis in Jacob’s life, but
this prayer is calling on the promises made noy tmbacob, but even to Abraham and Isaac.
Even though Jacob has a history of throwing higiveairound to get his way, he is
acknowledging in this prayer that all of his blegs are from God. He puts his trust in God; that
God will continue to be the source of his deliveanGod delivered his father and his



grandfather. God is able to deliver him. God maokedgon the promises to his father and his
grandfather. God can make good on his promiseagdob] He calls on God to do what he is
unable to do. But is this prayer sincere?

For the next thing Jacob does, in vv. 13-18, iptepares a huge gift to pacify Esau. He instructs
his men to take 3 waves of gifts to Esau and tdesdu that these gifts were from Jacob who
was coming up behind them.

Gen 32:20-21 And be sure to say, ‘Your servant Jacob is cometgria us.” For he thought,
“I will pacify him with these gifts | am sending ahead; later, when | see him, perhaps he will
receive me.” So Jacob’s gifts went on ahead of bumhe himself spent the night in the camp.

Why is he doing all of this? Is this an indicatiiat he doesn’t trust God? Did he not believe
what he just prayed - that God would make goodismpiomises? Or is his behavior proof that
he does trust God? Is this faith in action? Aredifiis given in fear or are they simply an
acknowledgement of how great Jacob views the simlsecommitted? | think it is fair to say that
there may be a mixture here of faith, fear, andotldtiis common in my life to experience this
mixture of emotions when I'm at a crossroads. Tée scene further reveals Jacob’s emotional
state.

Gen 32:22-23 That night Jacob got up and took his two wivesfws maidservants and his
eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbodr Wdthad sent them across the stream, he sent
over all his possessions.

These verses describe restlessness. He can’t slegpe for two nights in a row. He’s trusting
God, but his behavior seems to stem from greae@nxe has been micromanaging his
servants. He almost seems to be pacing, trying¢ald if he’s made the right decision.

He says that he wants to meet Esau face to fatenbuafter he has pacified him with gifts. He
wants to meet Esau face to face, but only aftespemds another sleepless night in the camp (v.
21). He wants to meet Esau face to face, but héswarbe the last one to do it (in the back of
the processional). Fed up and in a moment of dasparhe has a sudden change of mind. He
takes his family and possessions across the stia#rhe goes back, presumably to go to the
front of the line. He’s going to meet Esau facéaime without all of these distractions. But, to his
surprise, instead of meeting Esau, he has oneeahtist mysterious meetings recorded in all of
Scripture. Look with me at verses 24-32 as we b#wgrthird scene in this story.

Scene I, A Plot Twist: Jacob has an unexpected meeting with Gd@2:24-32)

Gen. 32:24-32:So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled withthi daybreak. When the

man saw that he could not overpower him, he touthedocket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip
was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. Them#resaid, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.”

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unlesswybless me.” The man asked him, “What is

your name?” “Jacob,” he answered. Then the man sabur name will no longer be Jacob,

but Israel, because you have struggled with Godwaitldl men and have overcome.” Jacob said,
“Please tell me your name.” But he replied, “Why giou ask my name?” Then he blessed him
there. So Jacob called the place Peniel, sayingis‘because | saw God face to face, and yet my



life was spared.” The sun rose above him as hequhBeniel, and he was limping because of his
hip. Therefore to this day the Israelites do ndttha tendon attached to the socket of the hip,
because the socket of Jacob’s hip was touchedtheaendon.

Jacob’s whole life has been marked to some degreadstling and fighting. He was
anticipating another fight with his brother Esais tery night. But he would have never
imagined wrestling with this mysterious “man.” Tidentity of the man is uncertain, for it is
night and Jacob can't see the man. For one reasamother, Jacob is strong enough that this
mysterious man does not prevail against him, elrengh the man puts Jacob’s hip out of joint.
Jacob seems to wrestle with the man for a goodqooof the night until the man finally tells
Jacob to let him go before morning breaks, presiyiarause he doesn’t want his identity to
be revealed. But Jacob, who has been fighting tndgling and wrestling his whole life, is
unwilling to stop unless he is blessed by the mhomvhe now suspects is something more than
man. He’s received blessing upon blessing, butihsasems eager to acquire more. But in reply
to Jacob’s request the man asks Jacob his namaeskayy Jacob’s name, the man indicated his
superior position to Jacob. Jacob won't be doimgasking anymore, now this man is going to
lead.

Jacob’s answer, though seemingly simple, is q@itereshing. For there was another time when
Jacob was asked his name before being blessedsitwven Isaac asked his name. But at that
time Jacob lied and told Isaac that he was Esauirktborn. He cheated then to get his blessing
from Isaac. He is honest now. Also, the utterarickaoob was a confession that his identity was
as a heel grabbing, deceiving, struggling, lyingathwho had used high handed tactics to obtain
his previous blessing.

The new name given to Jacob is also remarkabldikedo show you two meanings that the
name Israel has, and their corresponding applicatfior us.

First, the text and the footnote in your NIV Bibled us that Israel means “he struggles with
God.” Jacob’s name and old life were marked by $timaggling and trying to obtain blessing at
all cost, but now he struggles with God; or atieasangel sent by God. | think it is interesting
that Jacob thought his potential “striving” witheeiswas the biggest problem facing him. But his
bigger struggle was surely with God. He set owgee Esau face to face, but now he has met God
face to face. If you didn’t already know this stgxgu would have never guessed that Jacob
would have had an encounter like this. All of thepgense in this story has been moving towards
an unknown encounter with Esau, but now Jacob h@neounter with God. We'll pick up the
conflict with Esau in chapter 33, but this is theetclimax of the story and it takes center stage
for a reason. We have a lot of struggles in owdiBut God wants to meet us in those struggles.
God doesn’'t want our lives to be marked simply syuggling,” but by “struggling with God.”

A lot of times the problems facing us in our livdeck out what God may be trying to do in the
midst of the problem. God wants all of our livedtomarked by his presence.

But in addition to this plain meaning, there is theo meaning to the name Israel. Israel is a
compound word that could also mean, “God fightdliéD translations include this additional
meaning in their footnote (ESV). Th&ra part of the word is a Hebrew verb that means ‘gabitfi
or strive.” Theel part, at the end of the word, means “God.” Puttiregn together you have Isra



— El, “God fights.” Now | don’t want to do more Wwitvords than the text is doing with them,

and the text is explicit in telling us that Israstans, “He struggles with God.” However, one of
the driving themes in this whole story is the ustimnding that everything Jacob has came from
God’s work, not from Jacob’s striving. The histafythe nation of Israel in the OT contains the
same idea; God fights for his people, and it isdosk, not their own work that is effective in
saving them and securing their victory. Jacob ktiesvtruth. He knew that it is God who fights
and God who provides and God who does the workaastormation; he just prayed a prayer
that showed us he knew this. But Jacob, like usdee to be constantly reminded that it is God
who has to do the work of changing and transform#rg successes we could possibly hope for
will only be found in the DRD.

At some point in most of our lives we trusted Goddur salvation, but how many of us since
then have been trusting in our own “striving” femeeything else. We believe that we are saved
by Jesus alone, but then when a real crisis coredeak to our own strength or the wisdom of
the world to fix our problems. If Jesus is the oohe who can save us from the most serious
problem we have — sin, then how can we expect sonteelse to save us from lesser problems.
We, like Jacob, need to be reminded over and gyendhat it is only the work of God in us that
can change us.

In addition to being given a new name, Jacob i3 gigen a new identity. His identity is marked
not by his previous ways, but by an encounter @itid himself. His identity is also marked by
the fact that he has been wounded in the processaol¥ has a limp; his identity will now be
known by all. His life is marked by his encountethwGod. Godly change doesn’t always look
like victory, in the worldly sense. Jacob’s tramgfation was one from strength to weakness;
from health to handicap. Jacob’s transformation fn@® self-help, to God-help. God does the
work of blessing and changing his people for higppses, but he does it through struggles.

| can’t help but think that up to this point in dacts life a lot of his identity was wrapped up in
the things that he had acquired and the succes&kfidd in business with his uncle Laban. In
regard to faith | bet he put a lot of stock in faigher Isaac and his grandfather Abraham. But
there is now no doubt Jacob has now had his owousrter with God. | bet there are a lot of
people here this morning who have been puttingkstothe fact that they go to church every
week or in the fact that they grew up in a Christimme. But have you met God face to face?
What | mean is do you have a personal relationsftip God? Do you meet with him on a
regular basis? Is your life marked by change? ©wau still the same person you were 20 years
ago, 10 years ago, 5 years ago, 1 year ago? 1$nGbd process of transforming your life? Is
God changing your old “Jacob” life into an “Israéfe?

| can’t help but think of the students in the rodo. you have your own faith in God or are you
putting your confidence in the faith of your pasghit’s okay to wrestle with God and struggle
through the hard questions about faith. There’®ainty no better time to struggle through hard
guestions about faith and decide if you reallydadiwhat your parents believe and what this
church believes. This is a safe place to have daatd questions. This is a safe place to wrestle
with God and your feelings concerning him.



What is your identity marked by? Are you Jacob@adsr identity marked by your own striving
and the consequences and turmoil that come fromgaRatters into your own hands? Or are
you Israel? Is your identity wrapped up in God figh; God working through you? Do you
approach problems in your life with fear and anx@t do you go to the Lord in prayer? Are the
crises in your life marked by God’s presence oryanefighting alone? Are there lasting
indicators in your life that demonstrate that yawd met God face to face? Do you walk with a
“limp” today because of what God has done in ydeRlIf your identity is defined by ongoing
encounters with God it will be visibly noticeabjest like Jacob’s limp would have been
noticeable. His limp even changed the way the lisesevould eat forever. Are your encounters
with God having an impact on the way that others their lives?

The name of the place where Jacob wrestled withv@sichanged to Peniel. What will your
home be called? What will your place of businessdied? What will your school be called?
None of these places are sacred in and of thenssdduéthey could be a Peniel for you and take
on significance because they are places whereggularly meet with God, and are changed in
the process. What will First Free be called? Is ghchurch that is marked by us meeting with
God or is this a place where we go through theans® | pray that our lives, our homes, our
communities, our schools, and this church woulglaees where God’s work of transformation
would be evident to all for the sake of his glory!

God does the work of blessing and changing his lpdop his purposes, but he does it through
struggles. And our present struggles end up sharigr the other struggles that lie ahead. The
unexpected conflict with God in this story endedshpping the original conflict with Esau. Let’'s
turn now to Genesis 33 and to scene 4 in our st®nye see how the original conflict with Esau
is resolved.

Scene IV,Resolution: Jacob finally meets Esay33:1-11)

When Jacob limped away from Peniel at dawn he ldakeand saw Esau. But Esau didn't kill
Jacob. Verse 4 says that instead of killing Jattwdi, he...

Gen 33:4 ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw hssaaround his neck and kissed
him. And they wept.

After asking about Jacob’s family Esau asked abmimeaning of all of the gifts. Jacob
explained that they were to find favor in the egEEsau. Esau said that the sacrifice was not
necessary, but Jacob insisted.

Gen. 33:10-11No, please!” said Jacob. “If | have found favoryour eyes, accept this gift
from me. For to see your face is like seeing tle f#£ God, now that you have received me
favorably. Please accept the present that was drbtayyou, for God has been gracious to me
and | have all | need.” And because Jacob insiskEsBu accepted it.

In scene 3 we saw that after seeing God face & flcob saw himself for who he was: Full of
sin; he is weak and in need of God. And now he Esasi more clearly because he has seen God
face to face. That's why he says in verse"$@ging you is like seeing the face of Godég

insists that Esau take his gifts, proving he undeds the meaning of his new name, Israel;



“God fights,” God provides. God has provided grasiy and God has blessed. He can bless
Esau because he has been blessed. Jacob wantedpéae, but now it all makes much better
sense to him. He’s saying, “Take these blessimgs56d has given me more than enough.
Forgive me, for now | see more than ever my sid, @nd’s goodness.”

But notice that Jacob doesn’t ever relinquish hesl-@iven blessing or give up on the promises
God has made to him. His previous actions hindanedfrom living his life with purpose and
peace, but they didn’t strip him of the blessinghad received from God. Sometimes our actions
can disqualify us from ministry or completely desta relationship, but most of the time we,
like Jacob, simply need renewed perspective, fontlod’s presence, reminding us of who'’s in
control and responsible for all we have. We needihg and reconciliation which can only
happen through God’s pervasive presence in whas#vation we find ourselves. We need to
see God for who he is, see ourselves for who wardehus see people with a godly and
humble perspective. Then we need to let God tdnedaviork of transforming our lives and our
relationships, even if it is through hard timesyggles, brokenness, and conflict. Let's now
wrap up this story by looking at the fifth sceneverses 13-20.

Scene V Conclusion:Jacob arrives back hom@3:13-20)

There is great irony in Jacob’s words to Esau engirevious scene. He insists that Esau take the
blessings and gifts that were given to him by Gaad Esau does. But as the story closes in vv.
13-20 we see Esau going back to Seir, the landlofE and Jacob going to Canaan.

Gen. 33:16-18S0 that day Esau started on his way back to Seaold, however, went to
Succoth, where he built a place for himself and ensteklters for his livestock. That is why the
place is called Succoth. After Jacob came from Baddkram, he arrived safely at the city of
Shechem in Canaan and camped within sight of tige ci

Esau has received this blessing from Jacob, bobJaaeceivingheblessing from God. The
whole movement of this story has been the movewiefdcob coming into the land and
receiving the promises made to him and his fathmrsmore importantly it is showing God’s
movement; the progress of God’s work of redeemipgaple for himself. God was faithful to

his promises made to Abraham and they are beispdlkout in this story, as God works in spite
of the sin of Jacob.

God’s work in redeeming a people for himself wasthperfectly seen in Jesus. It was on the
cross that God’s work prevailed most clearly, iitespf human sin. What we couldn’t do, God
did for us. Our own striving has never been enobghGod’s work and God'’s fighting for us is
enough. You can stop fighting for your own blesdingday and let God’s work transform your
life for his purposes through your struggles. Tieajood news! God provided salvation for you
on the cross through Jesus’ death. He paid thetdeébbd incurred by your sin.

God's blessing was primarily limited to Abraham dmsl descendents for 2000 years, but in
Jesus the work of God becomes a blessing to afilee¥ou can receive that blessing this
morning. You can give up your way of life, surrentteGod, and receive the blessed salvation
he offers to you through Jesus. The rest of ydeircikhn be marked by his work in your life. But
life won't be all better if you're a Christian. Idrwasn't all better after his encounter.
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Even after his amazing encounter with God and theigus reconciliation he had with Esau,
Jacob struggles with some of his old issues. Afeewas reconciled with Esau, Esau tries to get
him to go to Seir with him (v. 12). But Jacob iséptive and gives Esau this big story and a host
of excuses as to why he can’t go with him. Thesdnes that he’ll meet up with him in Seir later
(vv. 13-15). But Jacob had no intention of eveingdo Seir. | found this to be a troubling
interaction after the last two amazing scenes. Heweahe more | look at this, the more | see
that this is kind of how my life looks. | meet wi®od, and | experience some breakthroughs in
my relationship with Christ and my relationshipwgthers, and then the very next moment |
find myself doing something stupid again. But tled news is that God works in us and
through us, in spite of our sin. God uses peofkeJacob in his work of redemption. God
changes sinners and uses us in his work of chamgimey sinners.

This sermon had an influence on the name we clowseuf son. He goes by Abe, but his name is
Joshua Abraham. The work on this sermon made metowahoose a name for our child that
would be a prayer for his life. Joshua means “Goaes.” Abraham means “Father of many
nations.” | don’t want Abe to be the father of marations, but | do want his life to be marked

by the saving work of God and | want his life touseed by God as a blessing to many people. |
guess my prayer for Abe is my prayer for all othus morning. | pray that God’s work would
change you, that you would live lives marked byttaasforming power of God, and that you
would be used by God to impact other people’s livesentioned at the beginning that I'm
convinced that God uses the hard parts of fanfdyté mold us. | think the same is true in all
areas of life. God works in us to change us fophligoses, but he does that through struggles.

Our family has been struggling through separatidiied’'m away at school, but we trust that
through this time God is working in us to draw Usser to himself and closer to each other.
There are men in this congregation who are semuggsees in the military — | know those
families too are struggling to cope with separatiany of you are out of work now. The
financial crisis has hurt everyone in one way arthar. Others are struggling with health
problems. | know there are some who have majorlicomni their marriage or other family
relationships. There are some in the congregatiom ave fighting loneliness or depression. All
of us face daily the battle with sin. Whatever ggle you're struggling with today God wants to
use that struggle as an opportunity to change Whatever struggle you're struggling with God
wants to be present with you in it. When thingsteard and you don’t understand God or don’t
trust him, or you don’t see how he could possitdyypu out of this situation, it is at that
moment that God wants you to wrestle with him,hallenge him, to pray to him, and to ask him
to bless you. He wants you to acknowledge thatogmit do life on your own. Struggling

through life on our own will result in brokennessldailure. But God has fought the battle for us
on the cross and he continues to fight for his fedpod works to change and bless his people,
but he does it through struggles. Will you becosradl? Will you prevail through the work of
God in your struggles? | pray that you will.

' When you're reading stories in the OT and you run énpwayer, stop and pay attention. There is likely a Ibeto
learned about God, the character praying, and the meanihg story. This prayer is particularly significant, for i
is the longest prayer in all of Genesis. It is also itts¢ time that Jacob initiates contact with God.



