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Introduction: In our journey through the Gospel of Matthew, aeene today to chapter 24, one of the
key prophetic passages in the entire Bible. It jyassix months ago in our series on the new Free
Church Statement of Faith that | preached a medagng out the entire prophetic program in
Scripture. We discussed the Kingdom of God, theaGFebulation, the Rapture of the Church, The
Second Coming, the Millennium, and the Eternalé&tiatit obviously in just one sermon we were only
able to scratch the surface. Matthew 24 focusgasirone of these periods—the Tribulation—along
with the signs that will precede the Second Coming.

In the opening verses of Matthew 24 Jesus entsrtaio questions from His disciples; in the rest of
the chapter He answers those two questions inge@der. The second question is answered in
verses 4-35, and the first one in verses 36 tetiteof the chapter. Let's begin by reading the firs
three verses of Matthew 24:

Jesus left the temple and was walking away whedisigples came up to him to call
his attention to its buildings. "Do you see allgbeghings?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not
one stone here will be left on another; every oileb& thrown down."

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, teeiples came to him privately. "Tell
us," they said, "when will this happen, and whdt e the sign of your coming and of the end
of the age?"

The disciples ask Jesustwo questions everyone has asked at sometime: (1-3)

Two weeks ago we examined the blistering denumiatesus gave to the Jewish religious leaders in
chapter 23, warning His disciples to reject themase of their blatant hypocrisy, legalism, ané sel
exaltation. Now as they leave the temple precikcssdisciples call His attention to the amazing
buildings that constitute the Temple Mount, patacly the Second Temple (the first being Solomon’s
temple, destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.@is dne was first erected by Zerubbabel after the
Babylonian Captivity in about 516 B.C., and thebuié and greatly enlarged by King Herod the
Great. The current issue National Geographitas as its cover story the amazing constructiok wor
of Herod, one of the greatest builders in histd¥prk on the temple had already taken 46 years
according to John 2:20, and it wasn't finished yet.

Probably the reason the disciples bring up the kemsplesus’ statement of judgment in 23:38
that “Your house is left to you desolate.” | thitlley are in effect saying to Him, “You can’t
meanthis house, God’s house, can you?” To which Jesus gphes, | mearthis houseNot

one stone will be left upon another.” Now you h&aveinderstand Herod’s construction method
to fully appreciate how stunning this prophecy mheste been to the disciples. The stones Herod
used were humongous. Some measured 40' by 12" lapd 2veighed up to a hundred tons! They
were so precisely quarried that no mortar was rigeted one could not so much as slip a piece
of paper between them.



Yet Jesus’ amazing prophecy came to pass lessithgears later, when the Roman Emperor
Titus came and destroyed Jerusalem. Literally netsione was left standing upon another. The
Wailing Wall or Western Wall where Jews go todayvarship was the foundation of the

Temple Mount itself, not the wall of the actual f#e The temple stones were pushed over that
wall, and they lie there today in a heap.

While the disciples are mulling over in their mirfusw this could possibly happen, they proceed
from the Temple eastward to the Mount of Olives ohJesus’ favorite places. As they sit
there, perhaps in the Garden of Gethsemane, lodidnk at the temple less than a half mile
away, they ask Jesus two questions: when and what?

1. When isthe Second Coming going to take place?

2. What arethesignsor evidencesthat will precedeit?

Now technically they don't ask, “When is the Sec@wuaming going to take place.” In fact, at
this point | don’t think they even understood ttiere would be a Second Coming. They
actually ask, “When wilthis happen?”, meaning the destruction of the templeslieas just
mentioned. But it is obvious from the second questhat they equate an event us such
magnitude with the end of the agé/e know, of course, from the conclusion to thekob
Matthew and the book of Acts that Jesus was pde#th, rose from the dead, and ascended to
heaven, promising to come again in like manneth8dwhen” question, whether they realize it
or not, is really about the Second Coming.

The second question, the “what” question, is allweisign that will precede these great events.
In other words, what are the evidences they shioeildoking for that will tell them when the
time is near?

Jesus answer sthe second question first: What arethe signsor evidencesthat will precede
the Second Coming? (4-35)

Our plan is to spend two Sundays on this answeill Wave to wait for the answer to the first
guestion until after Christmas. Let’s read MattH&4w4-31.:

Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceivesigosumany will come in my
name, claiming, 'l am the Christ," and will decemany. You will hear of wars and
rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alad. Such things must happen, but the
end is still to come. Nation will rise against raatj and kingdom against kingdom. There
will be famines and earthquakes in various plaédisthese are the beginning of birth
pains.

"Then you will be handed over to be persecutedmutdo death, and you will be
hated by all nations because of me. At that timeynall turn away from the faith and
will betray and hate each other, and many falseppeis will appear and deceive many
people. Because of the increase of wickednesihef most will grow cold, but he
who stands firm to the end will be saved. Anddbipel of the kingdom will be preached
in the whole world as a testimony to all nationsgd @ahen the end will come.



"So when you see standing in the holy place 'tloerafnation that causes
desolation," spoken of through the prophet DaniektHe reader understand—then let
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. deine on the roof of his house go down
to take anything out of the house. Let no oneerfigld go back to get his cloak. How
dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant wonaad nursing mothers! Pray that your
flight will not take place in winter or on the Satth. For then there will be great
distress, unequaled from the beginning of the wontl now—and never to be equaled
again. If those days had not been cut short, noveméd survive, but for the sake of the
elect those days will be shortened. At that tinanyfone says to you, 'Look, here is the
Christ!" or, 'There he is!" do not believe it. Faise Christs and false prophets will
appear and perform great signs and miracles to tkeceven the elect—if that were
possible. See, | have told you ahead of time.

"So if anyone tells you, "There he is, out in tesett,’ do not go out; or, 'Here he
is, in the inner rooms," do not believe it. Forligtning that comes from the east is
visible even in the west, so will be the cominthefSon of Man. Wherever there is a
carcass, there the vultures will gather.

"Immediately after the distress of those days thé sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light; gtars will fall from the
sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’

"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appieethe sky, and all the nations
of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son ahMoming on the clouds of the sky,
with power and great glory. And he will send higjals with a loud trumpet call, and
they will gather his elect from the four winds,ifrene end of the heavens to the other.

Now there are two important preliminary issues wedto address before launching into an
explanation of this passage.

Two important preliminary issues:

1. Could the destruction of thetemplein Jerusalem in A.D. 70 be the fulfillment of this
prophecy? Is it possible that this whole chapter is just dlibat, as some scholars suggest, or is
it referring to something much bigger yet in theufe. In order to answer that question we must
grasp an interpretive principle called double flifent. There can be both a near and a far
fulfillment of the same prediction. When, for exdmaniel prophesies that a future ruler will
set up an abomination that causes desolation img a¥ the temple (Daniel 9:27), that was
partially fulfilled in an event four centuries latén about 165 B.C. Antiochus 1V, Epiphanes, the
Syrian king, sacrificed a pig on the altar of tample and made the priests eat its flesh, though
the pig was the most ceremonially unclean of alinats. But clearly that was not the ultimate
and final fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy, for fiig here in Matthew 24:15 Jesus predicts that the
abomination that causes desolation is yet fututdisdisteners.

Likewise the destruction of the temple by the Rorarperor Titus in A.D. 70 partially fulfilled
Jesus’ prediction in Matthew 24:2, but by no stiai€the imagination did all the signs of the
times Jesus mentions in this chapter occur themveSmust conclude that the destruction of



4

A.D. 70 was merely a foretaste of a much more tggatgc event that will occur at the end of
the age.

The second preliminary issue we need to addrake iRapture of the Church.

2. When will the Raptur e of the Church occur relativeto the Tribulation? “Rapture” is the
term some theologians use to describe the gathefialy true believers to be with Christ, as
taught in the familiar passage of 1 Thessaloniab8-47:

For the Lord himself will come down from heaverthvai loud command, with the
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet calGoid, and the dead in Christ will rise
first. After that, we who are still alive and aegtlwill be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so wWiebe with the Lord forever.

Every serious Bible student agrees that believdtde caught up together with Christ, as
taught here in 1 Thessalonians 4, but there id giedzate as to when this event occurs in
relationship to the awful period of Tribulation dabed here in Matthew 24. There are four
major views on the time of the Rapture—pre-tribd4tmib, pre-wrath, and post-trib. In other
words, the Church will be (1) raptured before thidlation, or (2) in the middle of the
Tribulation, or (3) just before the end of the Tiidtion, or (4) at the Second Coming itself.

Furthermore, the timing determines what kind ofrévbe rapture will be. The pre-tribs and
mid-tribs believe it will be a secret event wheretmjlions of Christians suddenly vanish from
airplanes and cars on the freeway, leaving behmelievers and nominal Christians and
causing incredible chaos. The post-tribs beliewvdlitbe a very public event coinciding with the
Second Coming. Please understand that there ateagmbgodly people who hold all four
rapture views; in fact, there are good and godiividuals in this church who hold each view.
But only one of the views can possibly be corrdaty may all be wrong but they cannot all be
right.

The most popular view among conservative Christaes the past century has probably been
the pre-trib view. In effect, this view sees twduie comings of Christ—onder His saints (the
Rapture) and then seven years latih His saints (the Second Coming). This view first
appeared in about 1830, but it gained tremendopslaoty through the Scofield Reference
Bible. Later it was popularized Byhe Late Great Planet EarttheLeft Behindseries, and more
recently by Joel Rosenberg in books ligicenterandDead HeatMany of evangelicalism’s
best-known preachers, from J. Vernon McGee to @kavindoll to John MacArthur have been
strong advocates of this view. | think they are mgrol personally believe the post-tribulation
view is the most likely (with the pre-Wrath viewckse second).

Now | don't relish disagreeing with men of thiststa or upsetting members of my own
congregation, but it is necessary for me to statg@asition this mornindor one primary

reason we need to know whether Jesus is addresssiag members of the Church here in
Matthew 24 when He offers signs of the Second Cgraimd gives multiple warnings about
keeping watch and being ready. If there is goinge@ secret Rapture of the Church before the
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Tribulation, then these warnings do not apply tdusonly to those who turn to Christ in faith

during the Tribulation. John MacArthur, for examm@pends over 100 pages examining the

details of Matthew 24 but he states clearly thithee the signs nor the warnings are for us.

“Since the disciples obviously did not live to ted of the age, the events of

chapters 24-25 could not apply to them or to ameobelievers up to and including the
present time. Because all believers living theh lvalraptured just before the Tribulation
(1 Thess. 4:17), the events could not apply toGimystian living before that time. They
can apply only to those who come to belief in Ghtising the Tribulation. . . .*

But if the Church is going to go through the Tritidn, you and | should be looking for these

signs, and the warnings certainly do apply to us.

| don’t have time this morning, unfortunately, to jdistice to Matthew 24 and teach in detail
about the Rapture, too, but I can say with no ééaontradiction that either the Rapture of the
Church is missing entirely from this most importamphetic chapter (which would seem very
strange to me), or it is referred to in verse 3nd he will send his angels with a loud trumpet
call, and they will gather his elect from the fauvinds, from one end of the heavens to the
other.” But verse 31 clearly occuasthe end othe Tribulation at the time of the Second
Coming. That's not a problem for me—it fits perfgatith my post-tribulation view, but it is
definitely a problem for those who hold to a prie-br mid-trib rapture. They have to interpret
verse 31 as some other gathering of saints, arydhtnee to acknowledge that Jesus ignores the
Rapture entirely in this most important prophetiater”

Now let me conclude this discussion by saying ifhiain wrong and there is a secret Rapture,
I'll be happy to join you. But if I'm right and thRapture actually occurs at the Second Coming
rather than seven years earlier, then | have itig®rtant question for youre you spiritually,
emotionally, and psychologically preparedendure the tragic times Jesus speaks of hertoand
persevere through them?

Now let’s return to Matthew 24 and examine Jesuasiagr to the disciples’ second question,
“What will be the sign of your coming and of thedeaf the age?” | think His answer can be
divided into several stages, and | have chosemfaay the labor metaphor that He mentions in
verse 8: “All these are the beginning of birth gaitwhen a woman delivers a child she
generally experiences several stages of labor. SoBie speak of 3 stages and others four. I'm
going to spare you the medical definitions and gstvith a layman’s approach: early labor,
transition, heavy labor, and finally delivery.

Stage one: Early labor. There are four signs connected with early labor.

1. Deception by false M essiahs. Jesus begins in verse 4: “Watch out that no oneides you.

For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am t@hrist, and will deceive many.” Now
frankly there have always been false Messiahs, evtre book of Acts and the pastoral epistles.
At every period of church history you find indivials starting new cults and religions and
deceiving many. How can something so common toyeaige serve as a sign of the Second
Coming? | think Jesus is simply saying that it \g#it worse as the Second Coming approaches.



Are we seeing that today? | don’t know; it's plebd.

2. Warsand rumors of wars are mentioned in verse 6. Again, there has prohadher been a
period in history when this is not the case. Igatse today than ever before? Probably not.
Could it get worse real quickly? Absolutely. Witbuntries like Iran, North Korea, and Russia
rattling their sabers, and with nuclear weaponéfprating, things could deteriorate really fast.
Still Jesus tells us in verse 6, “See to it that goe not alarmed. Such things must happen, but
the end is still to come.” We should not be grighpg panic. The mere presence of false
Messiahs or of wars and rumors of wars is not cieffit for us to claim that Armageddon is upon
us.

3. International unrest is noted in verse 7. “Nation will rise against patiand kingdom

against kingdom.” This is mentioned separately figans and rumors of wars, so | assume these
disputes are probably not military. It strikes rhattthis might well refer to disputes caused by
international financial collapse or lack of fooddamedical resources or pollution of the air and
oceans. Each of these potential problems has sedeaxponentially with the global economy,
and each could very quickly erupt into an interoradil crisis—today as never before.

4. Widespread famines and earthquakes are addressed in the same verse. Once again, these
things are present in our world, and with the thogaylobal warming it could get much worse
very fast. Many scientists are predicting much neteeme weather in the coming years. Luke
adds plagues in his account, which reminds meefAlDS plague of the past 30 years.

But | caution us, as Jesus did, that all thesgusteé'the beginning of birth pains” (verse 8). A
woman experiences discomfort in early labor, batghin is generally superceded by the
excitement and anticipation of delivery. | sensénailar excitement among prophetic experts.
They love to publish articles and books every tthere is a new development in the Mideast,
pointing with eager anticipation to the nearnesthefend. But a new stage of labor appears in
verse 9 that removes the excitement as harshyrseli$ in. | call this stage “transition.”

Stage two: Transition. Interestingly once again we discover that moshesé signs
have been present to some degree in all periodsurth history since the apostles. The issue is
one of degree and intensity. Jesus mentions fgessiluring this stage.

1. Persecution and martyrdom of true believers. Verse 9: “Then you will be handed over to be
persecuted and put to death, and you will be hayeall nations because of me.” We have seen a
definite marginalization of evangelical Christigniih our country in the past 20-30 years, but
apparently as the Tribulation progresses that mahgation will turn into vigorous persecution
and even martyrdom. By the way, | think our persipecas Americans can get pretty skewed
when it comes to evaluating such signs. We thinkeneeing persecuted when we can’t put up a
creche on the lawn of City Hall. But if you wer€hristian in Uganda under Idi Amin or under
Kim Jong Mentally Il in North Korea or in almosty Muslim country today, do you not think
you might wonder whether the Great Tribulation hladady begun? Only in the West have we
had the luxury of thinking about persecution in dfestract.



Do you ever wonder why Christians are hated as déiney Though they do their best to love God
and their neighbor and are clearly more genercars tlon-Christians, they still are the butt of
ridicule and the objects of vicious hatred. In faélse media is much more hateful toward
evangelicals than toward radical Islam, which reclly responsible for the deaths of millions.
Why? There can be only one explanation, and itsmébright here in verse 9— “because of me.”
The world system hates Jesus and all He standthfmefore it will hate His true followers.

2. Apostasy and betrayal on alarge scale. Jesus says in verse 10, “At that time many wiiht
away from the faith and will betray and hate eattten” Apostasy is a term that means
abandonment of the faith. It speaks of those wloe gmofessed to be Christians (and perhaps
even gave outward evidence) but ultimately turrrthacks on Christ in order to avoid
persecution. Not only that, they betray their beothand sisters in the faith, probably in order to
curry favor with the persecutors. Luke tells ug the betrayal will come even from family
members. This is not new, but the degree of it belinew.

3. Proliferation of false prophets and deceived people. The emphasis in verse 11 seems to be
on “many.” In fact, not only will the false proplsgproliferate, but so also will the number of
people deceived by them. We have seen Mormonism fyoon a handful of people to about 13
million over the past century and a half. If yowan all the other religious cults and heresies,
and then consider popular prophets like Oprah andPbil and Deepak Chopra, there’s probably
not much more that needs to happen before thisisigatentially fulfilled.

4. Exponential increase of wickedness, accompanied by the fact that “the love of most wi
grow cold.” The word for “wickedness” literally mes “lawlessness’” Rather than trying to
hide their sins, people will flaunt them. FranMlyis is the sign that seems most obvious to me
today. Things my grandparents would never havendeelzof are now tolerated and even
accepted as normal in our day. They could not Iraagined that millions of people would be
openly living together without benefit of marriagéey could not have imagined that a
Hollywood star or even a Congressman could flaisshbmosexuality and remain popular.
They could not have imagined the content of PG-b8ies today, to say nothing of R-rated
ones.

5. The preaching of the Gospel in the wholeworld. Verse 14: “And this gospel of the kingdom
will be preached in the whole world as a testimtmgll nations, and then the end will come.”
Some pre-tribs claim that this Gospel is differeaim the Gospel of grace we preach today—it's
the Good News ahe Kingdonpreached to those saved during the Tribulation.aBuar as |

can tell there’s only one Gospel in the Scriptuittsthe Good News that Jesus paid our penalty
so that we can enjoy citizenship in God’s Kingdoowrand for eternity.

This is a difficult sign to evaluate. Has this haped yet? It all depends upon what the word
“whole” means. Every continent has already beeolead with the Gospel. Every nation has
believers in it. But has every people group andelanguage group heard the Gospel? No.
That’s why Wycliffe still has hundreds of Bible tislators working among indigenous people
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groups. But without a doubt the Gospel is being@phed world-wide, even in closed countries,
due to ministries like Sat 7. Computers, satellitsg®l digital technology make the Gospel more
accessible than ever before. By the way, thera iataresting reference in Rev. 14 that suggests
the possibility that God will supernaturally presdre Gospel to every person on earth during
the Tribulation. We don’t have time to read it thisrning, but | encourage you to check it out

in Rev. 14:6-7.

The mention of “then the end will come” at the efiderse 14 is the signal that we are
approaching Stage 3—heavy labor. | would say thargument could be made (I am not myself
making it) that every one of the signs so far heenbsufficiently fulfilled, or could be within
months. But | do not believe we have seen the hidhor yet.

We learn in Daniel and Revelation that the peribd@irdoulation that Jesus is describing here in
Matthew 24 will last approximately seven years. Buthe middle of it the suffering and
persecution will intensify exponentially. This tlast half of the Tribulation is thus often called
TheGreatTribulation. And the signal for the beginning ofstistage is the abomination that
causes desolation in the holy place.

Stage three: Heavy labor

1. The abomination that causes desolation in the holy place. Jesus specifically states that He
is speaking of the same phenomenon Daniel predictBaniel 9. So let’s turn there to see what
this is all about. Daniel is praying and confesgigsin and the sins of the Jewish people when
the angel Gabriel comes to him and reveals thattasdlecreed 70 sevens, or as most Bible
scholars agree, 70 weeks of years (or a total 0fy4ars), for the Jewish people and the city of
Jerusalem, in order to accomplish six purposes:

to finish transgression,

to put and end to sin,

to atone for wickedness,

to bring in everlasting righteousness,

to seal up vision and prophecy,

and to anoint the most holy.
So obviously something pretty significant will happwhen these 490 years are completed.

However, he goes on to say that the first 69 wéekd83 years) are separate from the last week
(or seven years). Look at Daniel 9:25-26:
“Know and understand this: From the issuing of tleeree to restore and rebuild
Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, corttese will be seven 'sevens,’ and
sixty-two 'sevengbr 69 weeks of years, 483 totdb)will be rebuilt with streets and a
trench, but in times of trouble. After the sixtyat\sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut
off and will have nothing. The people of the rudro will come will destroy the city and
the sanctuary.

Scholars have demonstrated that the length of ieteeen the issuing of a decree by King
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Artaxerxes in 445 B.C. (Neh. 2:5-6) until Jesugirtiphal entry into Jerusalem, is exactly 483
years, down to the very ddyAfter that, Daniel predicts, the Anointed One ffug Messiah) is

cut off. | believe that is a reference to the diuwn of Jesus just five days later. Then Daniel
predicts that “the people of the ruler who will cemvill destroy the city and the sanctuary.” That
happened when the Roman Emperor Titus destroyedalem and the temple in A.D. 70.

But there is a further fulfillment yet future, frere is one more week unaccounted for—-another
seven year period yet to come. Daniel goes onytans&:26b-27,
“The end will come like a flood: War will continwatil the end, and desolations have
been decreed. He (i.e. the ruler who is to come Ahti-Christ) will confirm a covenant
with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of theesqor after 3 ¥z yeard)e will put an
end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of tis@plé' he will set up an abomination
that causes desolation, until the end that is degiie poured out on him.”
So when we compare Daniel with Matthew, it is albuestain that Matthew 24:15 is the mid-
point in the Tribulation, or the start of The Gra&abulation. Luke adds that Jerusalem will be
surrounded by armies (Luke 21:20). Those who livéudea, that is, those closest to the heart of
the crisis, should flee to the mountains. No oreukhgo back into his house to get his valuables
or even necessities like a coat. Pregnant womemarsing mothers are singled out for special
sympathy. Prayers should be offered that it no fallace in winter or on the sabbath.

2. Great distressunequaled in human history. Listen to verse 21: “For then there will be great
distress, unequaled from the beginning of the wonldl now—and never to be equaled again.”
The Holocaust will not compare to this, nor Staipurge of 20 million people. So terrible will
these days be that no one would survive if the dagre not shortened.

3. Impossibility of survival if these dayswere not shortened. | assume this means that the
seventieth week of Daniel will not last the fulvea years God has allotted for it. It will be
shortened for the sake of God’s chosen ones.

4. Satanic signs and miracles by false M essiahs and false prophets. Friends, every time a
miracle is claimed there are three possible explamafor it: (1) it is phony, (2) it is real and

done by the power of God, or (3) it is real andelby the power of Satan. Some of these Satanic
miracles will be so real and so convincing thatretre elect would be deceived by them, if that
were possible (which it is not). We have not sdes yet, but it will happen.

Stage four: Delivery will have to wait for next Lord’s Day. But | wanby to note how
Jesus concludes this section in verse 25: “Sesvé lold you ahead of time.” There is no excuse
for being unprepared. But many will be. You knolkere is an amazing parallel to the first
coming of Christ. Despite hundreds of very spegfiaphecies of His arrival in the OT
Scriptures, almost no one was ready for Him. Jdetdowly shepherds, a few illegal aliens
called magi, an old prophet and an old prophetederusalem. That was about it.

The signs of the times are multiplying, friendseylare increasing in number and intensity. At
the very least we should be watchful and readysearing in our faith, rejecting the false
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teaching all around us, refusing to participatthmwickedness that is everywhere increasing,
making sure our love for God and for one anoth@&sdwot grow cold, and pursuing the
preaching of the Gospel to the whole world.

i. John MacArthur writes perceptively, “Comingatnslateparousia which has the basic
meaning of presence and secondarily carries tleeatiarrival. The disciples’ question might
therefore be paraphrased,' What will be the sigif@ir manifesting Yourself in Your full,
permanent presence as Messiah and King?’ Theyalidseparousiain the specific and more
technical sense that Jesus used it later in tlipteh (vv. 27, 37, 39) and as it is often used
elsewhere in the New Testament in referring todéisond coming (see, e.g., 1 Thess. 3:13; 2
Thess. 2:8; 1 John 2:28). They were not thinkindesfus’ returning, because they had no idea of
His leaving, but were thinking rather of His petist Messianic presence, which they expected
Him to manifest presentlyMatthew 24-2810-11.

ii. MacArthur, 15.

iii. Interestingly there is no mention of the raggtun the book of Revelation either, unless it be
Revelation 20:4, which once again is clearly afiter Tribulation. In fact, if you read the most
detailed Rapture passage of all, 1 Thessalonidnsdrefully,there is nothing to indicate

that the Rapture will occur seven years before the Second Coming. In fact, the passage
reads much more naturally as a description of what will happen at the Second Coming
itself.

iv. See the description in 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

v. See Sir Robert Andersohnhe Coming Princel954, or Harold Hoehne€hronological
Aspects of the Life of Chrjst977.

vi. Here is an obvious question, “How can this ab@tion occur in a wing of the temple when
today there is no Jewish temple in Jerusalem, biytaMuslim mosque on the Temple mount?”
| would simply respond that it is possible a Thieimple is going to be built. There are, as a
matter of fact, extensive preparations going omayoaimong certain orthodox Jewish sects to
rebuild the temple. | don’t think this is somethivg should be promoting or helping to finance,
because the NT tells us that Jesus Christ supattbdesacrifices of the OT, and that the Church
is the temple of the Holy Spirit. But if the Thifadmple is built by the Jewish people, it may

well be the place where this prophecy is fulfilled.

It is possible, however, that the Holy Place is@ina reference to Jerusalem itself, and that the
abomination is some kind of reprehensible act biciwthe Anti-Christ turns on the Judeo-
Christian faith. Whatever it is, it signals a majming point in this awful period known as The
Great Tribulation.



