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Before we turn our attention to Matthew 23 this mieg, | want to go back to last week’s sermon for a
moment. Our topic was the greatest commandmentvtothe Lord your God with all your heart, soul,
mind, and strength, and your neighbor as yourkkarned on Wednesday that one of our elders skipp
worship last Sunday. | don’t know how we can beiglly healthy as a church when one of our key
spiritual leaders misses such an important sermon!

| learned about this from one of our elderly resideat Sedgwick Plaza, Mildred Rice, who told ne th
she ran into this elder between his Adult Bibleddweship and the worship service last Sunday. Hedsk
her how she was doing, and she told him things Wé¢dut that she had discovered a flat tire ondaer
that morning. She had gotten a ride to church betdidn’'t know what to do about the tire.

The elder, instead of coming to worship and heahioyg important it is to love his neighbor,
went home, changed clothes, drove to Sedgwick Pfagaon the spare, took the car to Beard'’s,
left it for a Monday repair, and paid for it. And far as | can tell he didn’t even know what |
was preaching on! Do you remember the skit lastd8ynabout the couple that was too busy
with church stuff to give a neighbor a ride to warkhankfully Christian people don’t always
respond that way.

Introduction : The popular image of Jesus is that He was songtfia wimp, calling people to
practice the golden rule, loving everybody, tolém@neverything, anti-war, anti-death penalty,
letting people strike Him on both cheeks and takiragl with a smile. If that’s your notion of
Jesus, our text today should change your persgectinsiderably.

This is not a pleasant Scripture passage. Oh, whatrfind some satisfaction in the ridicule Jesuspse

on the religious leaders of His day, because wknallv hypocrites who deserve everything Jesus gishe
out here, but if we're honest, we know all too vibHt the same religious hypocrisy that Jesus aonde
the Pharisees for is too often attributable tosug/all. In fact, it is important for us to rememilbleat the
religious leaders Jesus attacks in this passag®oatbe liberals but the conservatives, the Bible-
thumpers, the legalists of first century JudaisasHK that each one of us take this passage to dosdrt
consider to what extent it speaks to our own phessn

This is a long passage, but | don’t know how we @anid reading it, because part of the impactis it
cumulative effect, so | invite you to take your Rilor pick up one of the Bibles in the pew anddwil
along as | read the entire'28hapter of the book of Matthew.
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his discipildse teachers of the law and
the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. So you musttbleay and do everything they tell you.
But do not do what they do, for they do not practihat they preach. They tie up heavy
loads and put them on men's shoulders, but thaggblves are not willing to lift a finger
to move them.
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"Everything they do is done for men to see: Thelentlaeir phylacteriewide and
the tassels on their garments long; they love thegof honor at banquets and the most
important seats in the synagogues; they love tgrbeted in the marketplaces and to
have men call them 'Rabbi.’

"But you are not to be called 'Rabbi," for you hawvdy one Master and you are
all brothers. And do not call anyone on earth ‘&thfor you have one Father, and he is
in heaven. Nor are you to be called 'teacher,yfou have one Teacher, the Christ. The
greatest among you will be your servant. For whoexalts himself will be humbled,
and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees hypocrites! You shut the
kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselvestdenter, nor will you let those
enter who are trying to.

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees hymocrites! You travel over
land and sea to win a single convert, and whendwimes one, you make him twice as
much a son of hell as you are.

"Woe to you, blind guides! You say, 'If anyone swbg the temple, it means
nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold of timeptke, he is bound by his oath.' You
blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the f@mthat makes the gold sacred? You
also say, 'lIf anyone swears by the altar, it maaothing; but if anyone swears by the gift
on it, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind men! &' greater: the gift, or the altar that
makes the gift sacred? Therefore, he who sweatisebgltar swears by it and by
everything on it. And he who swears by the tempéass by it and by the one who
dwells in it. And he who swears by heaven sweaf3duls throne and by the one who
sits on it.

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees hymocrites! You give a tenth
of your spicesjustice, mercy and faithfulness. You should haeetped the latter,

without neglecting the former. You blind guidest$train out a gnat but swallow a
camel.

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Phariseeshymocrites! You clean the
outside of the cup and dish, but inside they alteofigreed and self-indulgence. Blind
Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup andhdand then the outside also will be
clean.

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Phariseeshymocrites! You are like
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on theidatsut on the inside are full of dead
men's bones and everything unclean. In the sameamatyre outside you appear to
people as righteous but on the inside you arediullypocrisy and wickedness.

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees hymocrites! You build tombs
for the prophets and decorate the graves of thieteigus. And you say, 'If we had lived in
the days of our forefathers, we would not haverigdat with them in shedding the
blood of the prophets.’ So you testify against gelwes that you are the descendants of
those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, thennleasure of the sin of your
forefathers!

"You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you g&cheing condemned to hell?
Therefore | am sending you prophets and wise mdrieachers. Some of them you will
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kill and crucify; others you will flog in your sygagues and pursue from town to town.
And so upon you will come all the righteous blduat has been shed on earth, from the
blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah sf Berekiah, whom you murdered
between the temple and the altar. | tell you tlwtrall this will come upon this
generation.

"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the proplagis stone those sent to you,
how often | have longed to gather your childreretibgr, as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, but you were not willing. Lookyiybouse is left to you desolate. For |
tell you, you will not see me again until you sByessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord.™

Jesus attacks religious phonies for their blatant ypocrisy. (1-32)

By the way, the chapter we just read is not asuenap you might think. There have always been
phony religious leaders, and the Scriptures fretipyevarn us against them. Ezekiel denounces
them at length, as do Isaiah and Jeremiah. Pdsltbaim preachers of a perverted gospel, Peter
says they secretly introduce destructive heresie=) denying the Master who bought them,
John calls them antichrists, and Jude spends almssntire epistle berating them in the
strongest language. Furthermore, the Scripture snélkear that as the second coming of Christ
nears, counterfeiters of the Gospel will proliferand attract to themselves great followings and
immense influence. This is not a chapter we shtakd lightly.

Please note that Jesus starts out by addressimgatvds and His disciples about the religious
phonies. Then in verse 13 he speaks directly todlgious phonies. His purpose seems to be
two-fold—to denounce and condemn the hypocritesitieéves and to warn His followers about
their tragic influence.

Religious phonies don’t practice what they preach(1-4) Jesus acknowledges that the
scribes and Pharisees have a certain authorifgak&®smen for Moses, and that such a position
demands respect. In fact, to the extent that thaght the Scriptures accurately, they are to be
obeyed. But what a terrible indictment follows: “Bwerything they tell you. But do not do what
they do, for they do not practice what they preathis indicates to me that a preacher can have
his exegesis correct, have his homiletics downgrat,be an extremely skilled communicator,
but if he doesn't live out the truth he sharesldagls people astray and suffers the condemnation
of Jesus Christ.

| knew a man who was probably the most effectivi@dBieacher from a pedagogical standpoint |
have ever heard. He could make almost any pas$&yipture come to life and always had his
students eating out of his hand. But his persofeatyle was pathetic—drinking, swearing,
promiscuity, you name it. | think that’s the ex&irtd of thing Jesus is warning against here. But
| also have to ask myself from time to time (angde you to ask yourself as a parent or an
AWANA leader), “Would Christ ever speak these woofisne—'Do what he says but do not do
what he does, for he does not practice what hechesd?”
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By the way, it's not always gross behavior thaglegious phony gets involved in. It can be the
opposite—legalism. In fact, that’s what Jesus fesum in verse 4: “they tie up heavy loads and
put them on men’s shoulders, but they themsehesatrwilling to lift a finger to move them.”
The picture is that of a man loading a donkey camel to the point it can hardly move, and
walking alongside beating the animal for not gdiasfer. The Pharisees piled religious rules,
regulations, and rituals on their followers, andntfadded the burden of guilt when they failed to
meet expectations. Jesus, in contrast, says t@€ame to Me, all you who are weary and heavy-
laded, and | will give you rest.”

Friends, | think it is safe to say that it has pfbeen the temptation of religious conservatives to
put the greatest emphasis on their teaching andlidea@nd to pay the least attention to living
out the precepts they profess. May God help usaealahat tragic error.

Everything they do is for appearance sake. (5-12)he next eight verses describe the
degree to which religious phonies are driven by. BdRsiderations. They do what they do for its
effect on those who observe them, not becausedmep they think it is right. The first
example:

They wear religious items and religious clothes foshow. (5)I mentioned the phylacteries last
Sunday that the religious leaders wore on thegleads and arms. The wider the better, because
it was more noticeable. Jesus also mentions tiselsathey wore on their garments. The problem
wasn't the tassels themselves. Jesus Himself vii@ra bn His cloak, for in Matthew 9:20 the
woman with the hemorrhage touches the fringe @elaf His garment. The purpose of tassels
was to remind people of the commandments of GodtiguPharisees made theirs extra long as

a means of calling attention to their claim to gagater attention to the commandments, and in
the process the tassels became marks of carnatlitgrrthan spirituality.

When | was doing hospital visitation in St. Louiseaday | ran across a monsignor in a cream
colored robe with a crimson fringe and a huge ralig medallion around his neck. As |
followed him a short distance through the hallspuldn’t help but notice the special deference
that medical personnel, employees, and patientstpdiim. A few even bowed to him. |
couldn’t help but think of this passage and woradwut the legitimacy of religious habits or
clergy collars or robes—whether worn by ProtestantSatholics. What is the point, if not to
draw attention to the one who wears them, withetkgectation of being treated with special
deference?

That raises the interesting question of what ig@mpate dress for clergy today. | have never
forgotten Ronald Reagan saying that he never vmotihe oval office without a coat and tie,

not because he thought he was so important budfaespect for the office of President.
(Unfortunately, his successor had trouble even ikgepis pants on in the oval office!). | have
always felt that if Reagan had that much respedthi® mere office of President, | should have at
least as much respect for the even more imporféinef pastor/teacher, and so | have always
worn a coat and tie when | preach.
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But | would concede that we may be at the poirdunculture where even a coat and tie are so
distinctive that they become attention-drawingavé no criticism of pastors who wear casual
clothes if their parishioners are all wearing casl@hes. | don't think pastors should draw
attention by dressing up or by dressing down. Tdreyfellow-travelers in a congregation of
brothers and sisters.

They seek places of honor. (6Jhe most important seats in the synagogue wereomp facing
the congregation. These religious leaders woulo'taught dead sitting with thei poloj, the
common people. And if they attended a wedding recer a temple potluck and didn’t get to
sit at the head table, they would likely walk autlisgust.

For ten years as pastor here back in the 70'sanhd&9's | sat on the platform in our old
sanctuary until it was time to preach. That wasdlsom in most churches, and | never
guestioned it. But | noticed something—it was Veayd for me to worship because | was always
watching people, taking mental notes of who wasetlaed who wasn’t, who came in late every
Sunday, who sang and who didn’t, who chewed gum Aeid | made up my mind that if | ever
had a chance to start over | would never sit orptaform again. That was a fortuitous decision,
because when | went to St. Louis there was noglatin the cafeteria of the Sanford Brown
Business College where our church plant met. Argeame built our own facility we made sure
there were no thrones on the platform.

Now I’'m not suggesting that every pastor who sitglee platform is doing it to take roll or be
noticed—that would be ridiculous. But the pointlebus’ critique is that it is easy for a religious
leader to come to expect, as a matter of courswicerivileges, perks, and honors—to the point
that he feels slighted if he doesn’t receive thenverse 7 Jesus mentions a third thing religious
phonies do for appearance sake:

They revel in respectful greetings. (7T heir favorite terms of endearment, according toiemt
Jewish sources, were “Rabbi,” “Father,” and “Mastkris on record that two scribes came in
after walking on the street, grieved and bewilddredause someone had greeted them without
adding, “My Masters.” It reminds me of a well-knov@hristian minister whose name you would
know, whom | heard berate a colleague for not rgfgrto him as Dr. So-and-So.”

Does Jesus really mean that we should not calhanyan being, even our own dads, “father”?
No, I don’t think so. Paul himself said to the @dhians, “In Christ Jesus | became your father
through the gospel” (1 Cor. 4:15). Elisha usedténm “father” of his mentor Elijah (2 Kings
2:12). | think Jesus means that we shouldn’t usadtm “father” as a spiritual title, for God
alone is our spiritual father. Nor should we uge iimply spiritual superiority, because there is a
priesthood to which all believers belong. Becaudhis | have always refrained from calling

any Catholic priest “Father.” | will refer to hins &everend or Pastor, but not “Father.” | knew
the Bishop of Kansas City, Joseph Nauman, whenaoilellved in St. Louis, because we were
on the same pro-life committee together. | havedespect for him, but | always called him Joe
or Reverend Nauman, and he never seemed to mind.
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Jesus’ forbidding of the use of the term “teached little more difficult to understand, but |
think the point is similar. Titles should never bew barriers between those in leadership
positions and others in the church. The greatasbpan God'’s sight is not the one with the
most degrees or titles or awards but the one whasen genuine humility as a selfless servant.

Having spoken about the hypocrites who were thgicels leaders of Israel, Jesus now turns to
them where they are huddled up scornfully listerimglim.

Jesus delivers seven devastating “woes” on them farvariety of sinful behaviors. (13-32)

If you are using a KJV you can count eight woe$ Mause 14 is missing from the NIV and most
modern versions. In the KJV that verse reads, “Wue you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For ye devour widows’ houses, and for a pretendeertang prayer: therefore ye shall receive
the greater damnation.” This is biblical; it justedn’t belondhere It's not found in the oldest
manuscripts of Matthew and was apparently impdoiedome early scribe from Mark 12 or
Luke 20, both of which contain this part of Jessmeech.

Now the term “woe” in the NT carries the dual cgptseof punishment and pity, cursing and
compassion. Jesus is not wishing for the damnatidhese false leaders but rather certifying it.
And if you thought He was tough on the scribes Rhdrisees up to this point, the section from
verse 13-33 raises the ante exponentially. He ttadis sons of hell, blind guides, fools, robbers,
self-indulgent, whitewashed tombs, serpents, vigessecutors and murderers. He utters every
syllable with absolute self-control but with de\astg intensity.

This kind of language is almost never used todaggigtual leaders of one another, not because
religious phonies are no longer a problem, nor beeave are more gracious and kind than Jesus
was. Rather it's because we don’'t have the couiagpeak the truth as we should. We tolerate
the intolerable, we shun the reputation of a figgptiundamentalist. | listened to a sermon
yesterday that was preached by Mark Driscoll atibsiring God Conference in September of
2008. Mark is an edgy but powerful preacher. Hisnem was entitleddow Sharp the Edge?
Christ, Controversy, and Cutting Wor({lscan be heard on the Desiring God website)randh

of it was focused on Matthew 23. He observed thiahgelicals are fairly good at feeding sheep
(and caring for them), and that is good, but wkféalshort when it comes to killing wolves.
When we ignore the wolves we allow the weak antilgelto have the door to the kingdom shut
in their faces. That is the accusation in verse$3.3

Woe #1: They slam heaven’s door in people’s facg4.3-19 The picture is of one of
the religious leaders of Israel standing at thegaft heaven, not to usher people in but to keep
them out. | like what John MacArthur writes:

“Regardless of the appealing, benign, and promidnogt that a false system of
religion or philosophy may have, its ultimate acptishment is to shut off the kingdom
of heaven from men. It may feed their bodies, sat@aaheir minds, and calm their
emotions, but it will inevitably damn their sodlsmay raise their moral standards,
increase their worldly success, overcome practiablems, and improve their outward



relationships with other people, but it will notmeve their sin or improve their
relationship to God. It may promise heaven, baait only deliver hell.”

| can’t help but think of cults like Mormonism whénead that. Mormons have a reputation for
clean living, intact families, and financial resganility, but their theology is from the pit of hel
And the fact is, their reputation is largely illeserved. As a matter of fact, Utah has one of the
highest rates of divorce, child abuse , alcoholiang drug addiction in the United States. It’s all
a facade.

Woe #2: They are evangelistic but their converts @& destined for hell. (15)The
Pharisees would go to great extremes to recrugiglytes, as do most cults today, but since a
new convert to anything is usually more zealous thase who have been inoculated for some
time, Jesus says he becomes twice as much a $eatl as the one who converted him.

Woe #3: They make a mockery of oath-taking. (16-22jou will perhaps remember
that Jesus taught on oaths in the Sermon on thexMi@ack in Matthew 5 & 6. Rather than teach
through that again, let me just summarize hereaing that the scribes and Pharisees had
developed an elaborate system of oaths that ealgiatiowed them to lie based on
technicalities. If you used certain words the aatbld be ignored. It reminds one of our legal
system today, which allows so many guilty peoplegoape prosecution because the evidence
was illegally obtained, or their Miranda rights werot read to them, or evidence is allowed to
be suppressed for one reason or another. I'm re&ssarily objecting to these laws, because
frankly some of them were necessary because otsa&segracticed by police and prosecutors,
but it's nevertheless sad that the legal systeoftés more concerned about procedure than in
finding the truth. What Jesus argues for is totaddsty. We wouldn’t need oaths at all if our yes
always meant yes and our no, no.

The next three woes are all on the same genenmaleth&o | have lumped them together.
Woes #4-6: They pay more attention to the externdhan the internal. (23-28)

#4: They strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. (234) This is quite a word picture, and it has
become a very common aphorism, though many wha ase probably unaware that it
originated with Jesus. The particular practice Hsctibes with this word picture is tithing. The
Pharisees were scrupulous with their tithing, eyetting out their spice racks to count out one
of every ten dill seeds. But while they were obsessompulsive with such details they
neglected the weightier issues of justice, merad/faithfulness. Jesus doesn't criticize their
tithing but their imbalance, not what they do binaivthey leave undone.

| think this failure on the part of the Phariseeadt very different from that of some Bible
students who get so caught up in minutiae that thisg the real import of the Scriptures. That
can happen with prophetic details or signs and s¥snir detailed word studies that become so
important to us that application fades into thekigasund.



Woe #5: They are ceremonially fastidious but alloveorruption on the inside. (25-26)n

verse 25 Jesus accuses the Pharisees of keepingtdseand rituals with extreme care (being
ceremonially immaculate, eating only Kosher foadyiding any work on the Sabbath, etc.) but
being spiritually rotten and repulsive on the imsid@ihe only cure for this condition is to clean
the inside of one’s life through repentance; thendutside becomes automatically clean, for the
person becomes obedient for the right reasons.

Woe #6: They go out of their way to appear pure andghteous, but it's all a sham. (27-28)
The theme is the same here, but the word pictuwldferent. If you've ever been to Israel you
understand the meaning of “whitewashed tombs.”f@n\Mount of Olives facing the temple
mount, and just across the Kidron Valley from thedlwf Jerusalem, are thousands upon
thousands of tombs. A few are large and elabobattenost of them look like concrete vaults
about the size of a casket. Since the whole Moti@liwes consists of solid rock, the dead are
not buried underground but in these vaults. Thes®#s are all whitewashed and the reason for
it goes back over 3000 years.

According to the book of Leviticus a person whodtoed a dead body or a tomb became unclean
for seven days. With so many tombs right next &dity wall there was always the danger that
pilgrims, unfamiliar with the landscape, might thuctomb unwittingly on their way to the
temple, and thus they would be deprived of theilege of entering the temple to worship. More
importantly to the Pharisees, they would be unabjaesent their tithes and offerings. And so
they passed regulations that required everyonénttewash the tombs of their relatives every
spring before Passover. The Mount of Olives woitéddlly glisten in the sunlight.

Of course, whitewash may make a tomb look niceneroutside, but it is still a place of death.
Likewise the religious leaders might appear holthieir white robes, their broad phylacteries,
and their large leather-bound Torahs, but insieg there spiritually dead.

Woe #7: They profess to honor the heroes of the thiwhile contradicting everything
they stood for. (29-32) can’t help but think here of some liberal poiiies who despise the
military and undermine it at every opportunity, bl same individuals jockey to be seen at
Veterans’ Day parades. Jesus claims these Phansedd have been on the speaker’s platform
honoring the prophets of Israel, lauding their k#ag and their courage, and vehemently
denying that they would ever have participatedhedsling the blood of these innocent
spokesmen for God. However, at this very moment #ne plotting to kill Jesus, the One to
whom all the prophets witnessed. In fact, withinhd8irs they will have carried out their
dastardly deed. That will be the final measurehefrhurderous conspiracies of their ancestors
against all of God’s true prophets.

Now, having examined the seven woes we come tthtieesection of this amazing chapter.

Jesus condemns religious phonies to hell and pretodestruction on Israel, but that will
not be the last word. (33-39)
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The diatribe of Jesus against the scribes and $8®sreaches its zenith in verse 33 as He turns
toward them and cries, “You snakes! You brood pevs! How will you escape being
condemned to hell?!” The term for snake here isr@egal one, but “viper” speaks of a small
poisonous snake indigenous to Palestine that wgshaed to detect. It looked like a dried twig,
and when a person collecting wood for a fire pickad up he would be bitten and often die.
(Paul was bitten by such a viper on the Island aftdActs 28:3, 6). Vipers therefore had the
reputation for being both deadly and deceitful. Hgwopos as a description for these false
religious leaders!

Jesus predicts that they will continue to persecutthe righteous. (34) Even after
Jesus is dead, the bloodshed will continue. Thélyonaceed to kill those He appoints to
proclaim the truth. Surely included among theseHiseapostles, all of whom but one apparently
would suffer a martyr's death. The book of Actéul$ of accounts of the Jewish religious
leaders killing, crucifying, flogging, and pursuitigese emissaries of the Gospel. Paul himself
was persecuted from city to city—in Pisidian Ankipm Iconium, in Lystra, in Thessalonica, in
Berea, in Corinth, in Caesarea, and in Jerusalem.

He will hold them accountable for the deaths of althe martyrs. (35-36)Verse 35
offers a frighteningly somber judgment upon thelss and Pharisees, as Jesus holds them
personally responsible for all the righteous blsbdd on earth, from the blood of Abel, whose
brother killed him in Genesis 4, to the sheddingeéhariah’s blood, which is reported in 2
Chronicles. It's interesting, friends, that the erdf the Hebrew Bible is different from that of
our English Bible, and the last book of the HebRite is our 2 Chronicles. | think Jesus is
using an expression that would best be translat&shglish as “all the righteous blood shed from
Genesis to Revelation.” He claims they are guiftglbthese murders because they are
spiritually aligned with those who actually did the

But Jesus does not delight in this coming judgmkelietis not anxious to bring revenge on His
enemies. And that is why | am so grateful for the three verses of this chapter.

Still He laments their lack of faith and promises lope for the future. (37-39)There
may not be any hope for these particular religjplusnies, but there is for the nation. “O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who Kkill the prophetssémtk those sent to you, how often | have
longed to gather your children together, as a tathegs her chicks under her wings, but you
were not willing.” It was just a few days earlighen Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem on
Palm Sunday that he wept over city and said, “lf, y@ven you, had only known on this day
what would bring you peace—but now it is hiddemrfrgour eyes.” A privilege was given to
Israel that is absolutely unique in the historyr@nkind. The Messiah Himself came from them
and to them. He came as their Lord and Savior aldght and healed and exhorted and entreated.
But they rejected Him and in so doing brought Gad'ath and judgment upon themselves. The
result is seen in verse 38: “Look, your housefistteyou desolate.” And in less than one
generation Jerusalem was wiped off the map anddhwsh people were dispersed for almost 19
centuries.
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Yet, that is not the final word. Jesus says in@&$, “I tell you, you will not see me again.”
What a tragic statement that would be were it apthie last phrase, “untjiou say, “Blessed is

he who comes in the name of the Lord.” Those lagentords used by the crowds during the
Triumphal Entry, but they were not spoken with wstending and faith. Yet one day the risen
Christ will return to this earth, and those samedsavill be used by Israel to hail her Messiah in
faith.

Two weeks from today we will examine Matthew 24 tlivet Discourse, in which Jesus
speaks of the signs of the end of the age. Weceiikider whether there are unique evidences
that the Second Coming may be soon. But, frieftsptost important issue is not what will
happen to Israel when Jesus comes but whetherrgaeady to meet God today. Any one of us
may well die before the Second Coming.

Religious phonies are all around us, teaching fads®rine, leading people astray, living lives of
hypocrisy. We cannot say we have not been warned.h8lds us responsible for rejecting them
and instead living lives of truth and integrity bef Him.

i. The prophet Zechariah speaks of that day in Z&28-10:

On that day the LORD will shield those who livd@nusalem, so that the feeblest
among them will be like David, and the house ofidawll be like God, like the Angel of
the LORD going before them. On that day | will@atto destroy all the nations that
attack Jerusalem.

"And | will pour out on the house of David and thieabitants of Jerusalem a
spirit of grace and supplication. They will look ore, the one they have pierced, and
they will mourn for him as one mourns for an ortiyld; and grieve bitterly for him as
one grieves for a firstborn son.”



