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This summer we have been working our way throughe3a For the past few weeks we have been learning
from James about trials and tribulations, favantisnd its danger in regards to discrimination,difierence
between faith and works, and then last week Jasgfhtaon the dangers of the tongue.

This week we are going to look at the topic of wisd As James approaches this topic, we are going to
discover how he differentiates betwe@odly wisdom andworldly wisdom. The two are very much opposed.
We, the church, are left with a dilemma. Do wedttaurselves to the world or do we attach ourseives
God?

As we work through the passage today, | hope thatwill come to see that God desires for us tonatioe
Holy Spirit to work in our lives to bring wisdomower, strength, and a harvest of righteousness to
everything that we do. But to accomplish this westriust humble ourselves before the Lord.

Let's start by looking at the two kinds of wisdom.

There isGodly wisdom and there isvorldly wisdom. There are a couple of examples that | think cgp bis
to start thinking this through. First, in the Oldstament we had the example of Moses vs. Pharaoh.

Moses had a God encounter in the wilderness wheaime upon the burning bush. Through that encounter
he came to yield his life to the wishes of God aaohmitted himself to go back to Egypt and do whatlG
wanted done.

Pharaoh, on the other hand, was the leader of @hvoation. He knew the ways of the world and deled
their dictates exceedingly well. We might even khiimat because of his power and influence, he naag h
set up some of the worldly standards that formednarldview.

Moses brings God’s message and Pharaoh ignoiMsses continually talks with God about what is to
happen next; Pharaoh continually talks to his adgiabout how to respond to Moses. God uses MagEs a
Aaron to bring plagues upon the court of PharaehPharaoh listens to his advisors and respondis wit
worldly responses.

I’'m pretty sure we all remember how this ended. &%0s able to lead the children of Israel out offg@nd
to the Promised Land, while Pharaoh loses hisliosh son and then his army is devastated by thé &b
the Red Sea.

Here is a more modern day example. William Wilberéowas a God-fearing man who took on the
establishment of the British Parliament to fightiagt the tyranny of slavery. It was a long figtmittcost
Wilberforce his health, but as he followed the lagdf God, he was able to withstand the barbooiesy
that others hurled at him and eventually succeegtiting slavery abolished. The Biblical worldvievas
able to overcome the secular worldview.

In both of these examples God received honor amy gind the Godly men involved were exalted by God
for their efforts.



There is an assumption or premise, if you willt thaould like you to keep in mind as we continuewath
our discussion of wisdom today. Josh Black brotistdistinction to my attention and I think itfifing to
mention it here before we delve into the Scriptures

That premise is this — wisdom is the applicatioyair knowledge.
Your knowledge base will be that of either a Bializvorldview or a secular worldview.

Depending on which worldview you base your actionwill determine whether you are following God or
following the world.

Having worked with students for so much of my lifeyas drawn to the fact that this section of Jasessns
almost like a Mid-Term Exam for us, the church. Bmave structured this sermon on the concept of
following the four rhetorical questions that Jameses to us in this section. So, let’s start wabrymid-
term exam and see how you do on the test.

Our 1% question is “Who is wise and understanding amongou?”

Last week in the first half of James chapter thweavere told by James, “Let not many of you become
teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we isttalr a stricter judgment.” | believe that thigestion
really follows on the heels of that statement. Mahthose reading this letter from James were te@civho
were teaching from their personal knowledge basenat necessarily from a Biblical knowledge badwusl
they were in danger of judgment and James wantpdita that out to them.

So here James is asking, “who is wise and undelisigimmong you?” In other words, who has wisdom?
What do you think the answer is?

The correct answer is it is the person who seek&odly wisdom and applies it to the everyday tabks
they encounter. Since we brought up the topic stiain, | am sure that many of you turned your atiant
to thoughts of Solomon. He certainly was a man sdught out God’s wisdom. In | Kings 3:6-9 we have
recorded for us Solomon’s prayer upon being Kintsadel after the death of David. In that prayer,
according to verse 6, Solomon prayed, “So give wauvant an understanding heart to judge your petpl
discern between good and evil.” We are told theveirse 10, “and it was pleasing in the sight oflthed
that Solomon had asked this thing.” And God respdrntd Solomon in verses 11-14, “Because you have
asked this thing and have not asked for yoursalj Ide, nor have asked riches for yourself, norehasked
for the life of your enemies, but have asked fanrgelf discernment to understand justice, behdhwvie
done according to your words. Behold, | have giyen a wise and discerning heart, so that therdoban
no one like you before you, nor shall one like wmise after you. And | have also given you what aue
not asked, both riches and honor, so that thetenatilbe any among the kings like you all your daysd if
you walk in My ways, keeping My statutes and comdments, as your father David walked then, | will
prolong your days.”

Note here that Solomon asked for wisdom and Godplessed. God responded by given him a wise and
discerning heart. But God also responded by gitiingriches and honor. Note how that corresponds wit
our text here. In James 4:10, we find that if wenble ourselves in the sight of the Lord, he wilakus.
Now, let’s be careful here to understand, our neotor being humble is not so that we will be exa@l®ur
motive is to submit ourselves to the Lord so thatoan accomplish His will. A by-product of our acts is
that God desires to honor and exalt us becauserhatn, brings honor and glory to Himself. Alkeep in



mind that God’s honor and exaltation may not appear our world views honor and exaltation; it is a
Godly thing that might look different.

But we are ahead of ourselves.

The correct answer further states three thingsdiséihguish a person who uses Godly wisdom. Tist i§
they will conduct their life based on Biblical pciples.

The second item is that their good deeds donenmility give evidence of the Godly wisdom that thene
exercising.

And finally, they are peacemakers who show peaexény circumstance and raise a harvest of
righteousness.

This wisdom is from God, and notice we state @vglence by our good deeds done in humility. Taan
important aspect of how God’s wisdom works its way in our lives. Our deeds are done in humilitgt, n
out of arrogance or pride or selfish ambition. éast it works out through our humble submissiorhéo t
Lord.

So, what is the wrong answer?
The wrong answer is that it is best to use wondlydom to accomplish our daily tasks.

It wrongly supposes to use the ways of the worlgaim advancement at work, school, or in our conitgun
These are ways that are influence by the deuvil.

Note that James gives us some characteristicéifeftaat uses worldly wisdom. Their deeds are doutof
selfish ambition.

And their character will show signs of bitter engglfishness, and pride. Our society tells us ¢& lout for
ourselves, for number 1, and not worry about the person. But the Bible continually tells us tokoout
for others before ourselves. In Philippians 2:3yIR&ates, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition @irv
conceit, but in humility consider others bettemtlyaurselves.”

Finally, the wrong answer states that the persorgusorldly wisdom denies the truth. You don’t hawee
look far to see the application of this view. Odnagol systems from Kindergarten through the Unities
and graduate programs are teaching that thereabsalute truth, to question everything, believéhimg.
It's amazing to me that James, writing 2,000 yeag, would so correctly define our culture todag; deny
the truth. But then it shouldn’t surprise us sitita has been true of cultures all the way badkédime of
Christ. People have always sought to deny the.truth

Well, | have dwelled on the first question fairbnly, so | will not take as much time with the fitiaee
guestions.

The second question addressed at the beginning dfapter 4 is “What causes fights and quarrels
among you?”

This is a question that Pastor Mike addressed=aitduring his series on Peacemaking so | won¢ltw
long on this. If you want a full sermon on thists&t, check out our web site and reference Pastike’s!
sermon from September 16, 2007, on UnderstandimgliCo
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The answer to this question is two-fold.

First it happens because our desires are out dfatoWe covet or lust after things that we cardtb and it
drives us crazy.

Second, our motives are not centered on a Godtdddifestyle. James tells us in verse 2 that wetwa
things but we don’t get them and that causes siNtey don’t we get what we want?

We don’t get them because we don’'t ask God for tivim proper motives. Our prayers go unanswered
because we ask with the wrong motive. We want teagures satisfied. Several years ago Philip Yancy
wrote a book, “Reaching for the Invisible God.”thms book he states, “The difference between theathin
poorer countries and the church in the West is @isistians in the church in the West, when treeftrials
and tribulations pray, ‘God please take this @ahy from me,” but the Christians in the churclhia third
world pray, ‘God please give me the strength arstlauin to endure this trial.”

Do you see the difference? We aren't told Bibligéiiat prayer is a cosmic device by which to seel'&
help in removing a trial. Instead, prayer is ouyw@ask God to give us wisdom and strength anckiley
to live with the trials that we face. To walk thgbuthe trials with God by our side and to comeauthe
other side having accomplished the things that Waults us to accomplish and also by giving him tteon
and glory He so richly deserves. We are to beldie in that we face a trial and we offer prayersau@od
but in our doing so we do not sin.

How is your prayer life? Is it filled with the regst, ‘God take this trial from me?’ Or is it filledth the
request, ‘God give me the wisdom and strength t& daough this trial with you?’

Be sure to examine your motives when you enterardeason of prayer.

The third question is a yes or no question. “Don’you know that friendship with the world is hatred
toward God?”

It is pretty straight forward. The question prattych answers itself by the way that it is askqmkrsonally
have not studied Greek, but Pastor Josh is prgdamtle deep in the study of Greek. This week | ¢l
to look over my outline and offer suggestions. @neg he came and told me about was really cooltdite
me that the way the Greek language was used in@skéetorical questions gave the answer through the
word usage. The beginning nuance of the word useddaell you whether the rhetorical question oswa
true or false. It made it impossible to answerghestion wrong. How cool is that. You can’t flunksaeek
rhetorical question quiz.

But that also tells us that James is trying to@lheme a point here and also with the next quesTiba
point here is this: Friendship with the world igred towards God. You can’t be a friend of bothu¥Yave
to choose one or the other.

| will make this even simpler for our discussioddg. You have to choose between Godly wisdom or
worldly wisdom. Which is it that you want? As a @ltian, the answer is obvious — we want Godly wisdo
That means we have to examine our motives and @aheviHoly Spirit to dwell in us and work in us torg
about Godly character.

That brings us to the final question. “Do you thinkthat Scripture says without reason that the spirithe
caused to live in us envies intensely?” (James 4:5)
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This sounds like a mind bender question at first. &8k, ‘What does James mean? What is the poimt? Ca
God really be jealous or envy? Didn’t Scripturehapter 3 say that bitter envy is bad?’

Yes it did, but notice it says “bitter” envy. Thewy here that James is talking about is that jesanvy that
a lover has for his beloved. He wants the besthemperson he loves. He desires to lavish giftshemmbr
upon the object of his love. But he can only da théhe person being loved returns the affectiod &ves in
a manner worthy of the love.

Further, for the Holy Spirit, who resides in thie lof the Christian, to be able to work out Godligdom, the
Christian must yield his life up to God. The Chastmust submit himself to God and seek Godly wisdo
that they can be used effectively by God in theyey tasks that they face.

James, in this section of scripture, wants us ttetstand that God desires to use the Holy Spiouinlives
to bring wisdom, power, strength, and a harvesigbiteousness, but to do that we need to humbleetues
before Him.

So, the overall answer to the mid-term exam todsges in James 4:10 where James states, “Humble
yourselves before the Lord and he will lift you'up.

Jesus himself gave us the same answer and itasdext for us by Matthew in his gospel. He quotasiSén
Matthew 23:12 as saying, “For whoever exalts hifngél be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will
be exalted.”

As you go back over this section of scripture thek, there are several application points thaduld like
you to consider. They are these:

First, James tells us in chapter 4 verse 7 thaiereel to resist the devil. In other words, we nea@sist the
world’s way of looking at things. We need submitsmives to God and set aside the wisdom of thedworl
instead we embrace the wisdom of God.

Second, in James 4:8 we are told to purify ourtse®¥e are to come near to God, and seek His fengiss
for our sins. We are to allow him to wash us whesnow so that we have the pure hearts neededatioléd
to apply the wisdom of God to the situations weefakhis purifying allows the Holy Spirit to work and
through us to accomplish God’s purposes.

We need to commit ourselves to spending a dailg twith God, reading his word, meditating on what we
read, praying and asking for Him to change ourtseand help us to apply what we have read. We teeed
look for God in everything that we do on a dailygisa

Finally, although we haven't really taught on itlay, one of the points of this section is that weeta
become peacemakers through our actions; througtiall the Holy Spirit to work in and through us.

Please go back and review Pastor Mike’s sermon faestSeptember. Then | want you to think about
whether or not you have had a flight or quarrehveidmeone in our church family, or maybe your own
family or the community. Take time this week toissv that conflict and as God to prepare your heart
deal with the conflict by humbly approaching theestperson and asking their forgiveness. Thenwegrk,
go to that person, after having prepared your readtask for their forgiveness and seek to restoue
relationship.



