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In the sixth chapter of John’s Gospel we have abifor us the great discourse Jesus gave on the
Bread of Life. It was highly controversial becairs& Jesus claimed superiority to Moses, establish
equality with the Father, and claimed to be they ovdy to eternal life. Because of these claims,yman
of His disciples turned back and no longer folloviea. Then Jesus asked the Twelve, “You do not
want to leave too, do you?” Simon Peter answerethirest, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have
the words of eternal life. We believe and know t@i are the Holy One of God” (John 6:66-68).

| would ask us the same question today: to whortl sleago—for peace with God, for forgiveness of
sins, for meaning and purpose, and for life evérig® To whom, other than Jesus? He still has the
words of eternal life.

Our survey of foundational Bible truths brings aday to the doctrine of Jesus Christ, God's Son. We
have spent more than half our time for the paditegn months studying the life and teachings of
Jesus from the Gospel of Matthew, but what | ddsirdo today is to offer a summary of the Person
and work of Christ. | would like to focus on theigueness of Jesus in regard to His pre-existenise, H
incarnation, His life, death, and resurrection, biglascension and present ministry in heavennBut
ultimate goal is to move us to fall in love withrilimore and to worship Him.

Our proposed Free Church Statement of Faith readdicle 4:
Jesus Christ
We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnatey fGlbd and fully man, one Person in

two natures. Jesus—Israel's promised Messiah—waseoced through the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary. He lived a sinless lifeaswrucified under Pontius Pilate, arose
bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven andsitse right hand of God the Father as our
High Priest and Advocate.

There is no one else in all of history like Jesus.

Jesus is unique in that He existed before He wasraived. (John 1:1-2; 8:58; Micah 5:2)

If asked, “Where did you come from?”, most of uswdohave no difficulty answering that we
came into existence at the moment a sperm andreggdur two biological parents united.

Well, that explains where our bodies originatedwideer, if asked, “Where did your soul and
spirit come from?”, the answer is a bit more diffic Some theologians have suggested that
every time conception takes place God creates aspealhand spirit and deposits it into the fetus.
Some have even suggested that God created abahethat would ever exist and keeps them in
a soul-bank, depositing one when a body is conde@¢hers, however, myself included,
believe we receive our souls and our spirits tineesavay we receive our bodies—from our
parents.
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It is not just a body that is conceived, but anlgyhuman being. And that's why we not only look
like our parents but also tend to act like thernk like them, and think like them (scary thought,
isn’t it?). That's also why we sin, as we saw #stday—our parents passed on to us the sin
nature they received from their parents.

Jesus Christ is unique in this regard. He receiMiscbody and his human nature from His
mother alone by virtue of the miracle of the Vird@inth, for the Holy Spirit enabled Mary to
conceive without the agency of a human father. Hawnehe did not receive His soul and spirit
from her; thus there is no need to pd&timmaculate conception in order to maintbiis
sinlessness.

Jesus’ soul and spirit existed long before His eption, in fact, from all eternity. Listen to John
1:1: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Woaswvith God, and the Word was God. He
was with God in the beginning.” In John 8:58 wadfJesus Himself claiming pre-existence, as
He says to the religious leaders of His day, ‘llyel the truth, before Abraham was born, |
am!” No one else alive in His day or in ours cosdy that.

Micah 5:2, the well-known prophecy of the birthG@lfrist, says, “But you, Bethlehem
Ephrathah, though you are small among the cladsiddih, out of you will come for me one who
will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are frofroldl, from ancient times.” So Jesus Christ was
unique in that He existdaeforeHe was conceived.

Jesus is unique in His incarnation.

“Incarnation” means the embodiment of deity in hanfiam. We sometimes speak of God
living in us, of Jesus Christ sitting on the thrarfeur lives, or of the Holy Spirit filling us, bu
none of that qualifies technically as incarnatibhose describe man coming under the power
and influence of God, but the incarnation is Goddoeing human. That happened only once.

The necessity of the incarnation: that we might kner the Father. Back in John 1,
verse 14 we read more about the Word: “The Woraumecflesh and made his dwelling among
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the orte@nly, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth.” Then in verse 18 it says, “No bag ever seen God, but God the One and
Only, who is at the Father's side, has made himvkrioBelievers before Christ knew God, but
not as we can know Him. They knew Him by his cratby His miracles, and by His words,
but there was much about Him that was shroudedystery. They certainly did not know Him
as Father.

Someone has used the analogy of one of us tryisbare with a snail what the world of human
beings is like. Where would we start? How couldasenmunicate? Probably the only way to
succeed would be to become a snail and to comnteriike snails communicate. Even then,
would the snail have the capacity to understand wieavere trying to share? Well, that may be
something like the dilemma God faced in wantinghtike Himself known to us after the Fall,
and He resolved it by sending His own Son to beconeeof us.



The meaning of the Incarnation: humility. Turn with me to Philippians 2. This is a
passage which principally addresses the subjatiof and love in the body of Christ. Jesus is
presented as our supreme example because of Hessdlumility revealed in the Incarnation.
Let’s start reading in verse 5:

Your attitude should be the same as that of Cliasus: Who, being in very
nature God, did not consider equality with God stinimg to be grasped, but made
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a setyheing made in human likeness. And
being found in appearance as a man, he humbledefiirusd became obedient to death—
even death on a cross!

This passage begins with Christ enjoying the gtdrideaven as His Father's equal. However,

He did not hold on to that position at all costg; ¢id not grasp it and refuse to let go; instead He
made himself nothing or, as the KJV reads, He eedgtiimself. This is sometimes called the
kenosidy theologians since that is the Greek word forgaed Himself.” That's in essence

what it meant for Christ to become a man. So gseae His divine position and prerogatives

that to even veil them for a short time was anaddsle act of humility.

Of course, Jesus never emptied Himself of His dertyat He emptied Himself of was the
independent use of some of His divine attributgstiBt | mean He never became less than God,
never less than loving, just, faithful, patientddruthful, but He did surrender the independent
use of attributes like divine omniscience, omnipot and omnipresence.

The result of the Incarnation (is best expressed ithe following way): undiminished
deity and perfect humanity united in one person foever but without mixture. We're dealing
here with some heavy theological truth, but it'snienportant, because most of the destructive
heresies of the Christian faith and most of thésamlake their gravest errors right at this point.
Some err in denying His deity, others in denying Rliimanity. Some call him a divine man,
others a human God. He was neither; He was therfsod-undiminished deity and perfect
humanity united in one person. There are five liofesvidence we can offer to show that Christ
possessed undiminished deity.

The undiminished deity of Jesus Christ

1. He possessed the attributes of Go¥irtually every one of the attributes of God trather

we examined three Sundays ago is attributed ts Bsuewhere in the NT. Let me cite just a
couple of examples. He is unchangeable (Heb. E8/8, $Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today, and forever.”). He is gracious (John 1:lyss&rom the fullness of his grace we have all
received one blessing after another. For the lasrgigen through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ.”). He is faithful and trueyBlation 19:11: “I saw heaven standing open
and there before me was a white horse, whoseisdmiled Faithful and True.” From the
context it is clear that the rider is Jesus Christ.

Now the reason this is powerful evidence for thigydaf Christ is that if God alone possesses a
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set of attributes to perfection, and yet Jesusqsses those same attributes to perfection, then
Jesus must be God.

2. Jesus performed the works of Godn John 5:17 Jesus says to the Jews who were
persecuting Him,
“My Father is always at his work to this very dand I, too, am working.' For

this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kithhnot only was he breaking the

Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Fatheking himself equal with God.”
Let me mention four works of God which are attrémito both the Father and the Son, but to no
ordinary human being. First, consider creation. [@/@ien. 1:1 tells us that "In the beginning
God created the heavens and the earth," John dstribes creation to Christ, as does Col. 1:16:
“By Him all things were created: things in heavewd @n earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; algjsiwere created by him and for him.”

A second work of God which Jesus also performddrgiveness of sins. A paralytic was once
let down through a roof into the home where Jesassteaching. It says in Mark 2:5, “When
Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytien,§our sins are forgiven.” Now some teachers
of the Law were sitting there, thinking to themssly'Why does this fellow talk like that? He's
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alon&®t know, they were absolutely right—
only Godcanforgive sins. But they were wrong in failing to liea is that Jesus could too,
because He was God.

A third work of God Jesus performed is regeneratiba imparting of spiritual life. He said in
John 10:27, “My sheep listen to my voice; | knowrth and they follow me. | give them eternal
life, and they shall never perish; no one can $ntitem out of my hand.” Who, other than God,
can give eternal life to anyone? Yet Jesus clairiedould.

A fourth work Jesus did was to impart physical bfemeans of resurrection. In John 5:21 He
claimed, “Just as the Father raises the dead aed them life, even so the Son gives life to
whom he is pleased to give it.”

3. He was given the names of Godesus is called “God” in Hebrews 1:8, “Lord”irhdiol1:27,
“King of Kings” in Rev. 19:16, and “Lord of Lordsh the same passage.

4. He accepted worship as God, from both men and gals In John 20:28 doubting Thomas
worshiped Jesus, saying, “My Lord and my God,” dadfrom rebuking him for doing so, Jesus
affirmed what He said. God even commanded His artgelorship Christ. In Hebrews 1:6 it
says, “When God brings his firstborn into the wpHhd says, ‘Let all God's angels worship
him.” But on top of all these evidences Jesus also

5. He claimed to be Godit's curious to me that liberal theologians todé&gn deny that Jesus
ever claimed to be God. But the liberals of His dastainly thought He did. In John 10:31 the
Jews were preparing to stone Jesus when He chatlehgm, “I have shown you many great
miracles from the Father. For which of these do stmme me?’ ‘We are not stoning you for any
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of these,’ replied the Jews, ‘but for blasphemydause you, a mere man, claim to be God.”
Well, He was not a mere man, but He did claim té&le. They acknowledged this again when
they accused Him before Pilate in John 19:7.

The undiminished deity of Christ is stated mostébully and clearly in Col. 2:9: “For in Christ
all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily forin.do not know how such a verse can be
misinterpreted. Jesus was God. But He possessazhiyoindiminished deity; He also exhibited
perfect humanity. In fact, He was human in every et we are, except for sin.

The perfect humanity of Christ

1. He had a human genealogyA considerable amount of space is devoted in haitl and

Luke 2 to the ancestry of Jesus. The first genga®that of His step-father, Joseph; the other is
that of His mother. Both lists trace His roots badkousand years to King David, and one goes
all the way back to Adam.

2. He experienced normal human growth and developmé. Martin Luther's famous carol
makes the claim that “the little Lord Jesus, narayyHe makes.” | doubt that seriously. The
picture we have of Jesus would indicate that Heavgsite normal child. There's a remarkable
reference in this regard in Luke 2. After the imsitlwhen Jesus debated the teachers of the law
in the temple when He was just 12, we read, “Thewént down to Nazareth with his parents
and was obedient to them. But his mother treasait¢tese things in her heart. And Jesus grew
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God andhrh&he thought of God incarnate growing

in wisdom and stature is mind boggling, but no nswehan the thought of God incarnate as an
infant depending upon His mother's breast for siastee. The mystery of the Incarnation will
never be entirely removed this side of Heaven.

3. He possessed a human body, soul, and spiftrofessor H. D. McDonald has written a
profound book entitledesus, Human and Divinkle observes,

Jesus revealed those properties of mind, emotindsaall, characteristic of the human
individual. He showed His possession of normal algartbcesses by asking questions to gain
information. . . . Quite clearly He had studied tB& Scriptures, and learned many passages
by heart, in the village school attached to theagyogue, as was the custom of the day. . . . At
the same time He displayed throughout the emotonsmon to all men; the love of family, of
friends . . . He could express the anger of mardignation, too. With sorrow He was not
unfamiliar. He knew what it was to weep by reasbsympathy. It seems impossible to doubt,
in the light of His own declarations, that Jesusl laawill of His own. It is clear that not only
was His will moved by appropriate considerationssasurs, but also that it displayed the
same activities and operated by the same forceseasommon to all men.

4. Jesus was given human narseAmong them are “Son of Man”, “Son of David,” aid course,
“Jesus.”

5. He exhibited human limitations, such as fatigudjunger, thirst, sorrow, and death He was
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under the necessary limitations of space and @®@ye ordinary people, and had thus to make His
way laboriously from place to place.

In summary, Jesus Christ was human in every wasgmxn that which make man less than man. I'm
thinking here, of course, of sin. And that bringsto our third main area of uniqueness.

Jesus is unique in His sinless life, atoning deathnd resurrection.

His life was sinlessl have mentioned several times already that J@agssinless. This is such
a crucial fact that the NT states it explicitly falifferent times, to say nothing of many times wiite
is implied, as when He is called righteous and hiolyant you to see all four of these references:
Hebrews 4:15 says, “For we do not have a high pwés is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempggdrinway just as we are, yet was without sin.”
1 Peter 2:22 says the same thing: “He committesimé 1 John 3:5 adds, “In him is no sin.” And 2
Cor. 5:21 says, “God made him who had no sin tsitvdor us.”

His death was a ransom, a reconciliation, a substition, and a propitiation.

1. His death was a ransomOur sin amounts to a huge debt and puts us iddgmto Satan. We have
been hijacked so to speak, kidnaped by the evil BoeJesus paid a ransom to release us. The price
was His own life. Matt. 20:28 says, “The Son of Mhad not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.” Unfortunatetyme have taught that the ransom was paid to Satan.
| think it is better to consider it a payment tdisfg the holiness and justice of God's characber ldis
fundamental moral law.

2. His death was a reconciliationBecause of sin we are at enmity with God. Werdési be
independent, and we are often downright rebellagenst God. 2 Cor. 5:17-20 shares how Christ
deals with this problem:

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new ticeg the old has gone, the new
has come! All this is from God, who reconciledaibitmself through Christ and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation: that God was recdimg the world to himself in Christ,
not counting men's sins against them. And he hasritied to us the message of
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambasgadas though God were making his
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's bietisd reconciled to God.

The choice is up to us. We can either remain egé@ifrom God or be reconciled. Jesus,
through His death, made reconciliation possible.

3. His death was a substitutionTheologians use the term “vicarious” to commutadhat

Christ died not only in our behalf, but actuallyaar place. We deserve to die for our own sins,
but because Jesus was sinless He was able tdHiffself as our substitute. | have at times used
an analogy that may help. Suppose a person on deatis heading for the electric chair. Just as
he is being led from the cellblock one of his fellmmates calls out to the warden, “Warden,
that man is a friend of mine. | don't want him te.d_et me die in his place.” | suspect the
warden would say, “Look, mate, you're scheduledi¢onext month; you can't take this man's
place.” But suppose a reporter covering the exeowtiere to interrupt the process and say the



same thing to the warden, that would be a diffenestter. While it probably would not be
legally acceptable in our judicial system, it woblkel morally acceptable for the reporter to die in
the man's place if it was his own free choice, beedie isn’'t under a sentence of death himself.

All of us are sinners and stand under a sentencerafemnation. We need someone free from
the curse of sin to take our place, and Jesusudidhat.

4. Jesus’ death was a propitiationThat great big word is not in most of our vocalids, but it

is found in | John 2:2 in the KJV and the NASB:SUs is the propitiation for our sins, and not
for ours only but also for the sins of the wholerddd The best single word synonym for
propitiation is “satisfaction” Sin is such a tetalaffront to God's holiness that God hates it and
is actually full of wrath because of it. Somethingst be found that will assuage that wrath and
satisfy it. Well, Jesus is that satisfaction.

The truth of propitiation should deter our tendetmyard legalism. You see, the heart of
legalism is the false notion that there is somethwe can do to satisfy God. There is nothing we
can do. But then we don't need to, because Jesudready satisfied Him.

His resurrection proved His victory over death andsin and is a preview of our own
resurrection. (I Cor. 15). Jesus was literally physically dead and was brobghbk to life by the
power of God. This is not an optional doctrinehad Christian faith—it is the very heart of it.
Listen to the greatest theologian and apologistiferChristian faith ever, the Apostle Paul, as
he writes in 1 Cor. 15, beginning in verse 12: “But is preached that Christ has been raised
from the dead, how can some of you say that tlsene iresurrection of the dead? If there is no
resurrection of the dead, then not even Chrisbleas raised.”

He then goes on to enumerate seven major consezgiehdenying the resurrection of Christ:
. The Gospel is emptied of its content.
. The faith of Christians is a sham.
. Christian preachers, teachers and witnessegudtg of perjury.
. The faith of Christians is worthless.
. Christians have not had their sins forgiven.
. Dead Christians have perished for good.
. Christians are of all men most to be pitied.
But then he concludes with this saving truth: “Blirist has indeed been raised from the dead.”
Therefore, none of those unthinkable consequesaesdessary.

~No o~ WNPRE

Jesus' resurrection was unlike any before Him.dde from the dead never to die again.
Furthermore, He was raised in a glorified body. §reat resurrection chapter, 1 Cor. 15, makes
it clear that His resurrection body had both cantinwith and dissimilarity to his earthly body.
And our resurrection bodies will have those sansatteristics, since Christ was the first fruits
of the resurrection, the guarantee that therebeilinore to come. Through the Resurrection
Jesus conquered both sin and death. Later in the shapter Paul writes,

“Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where,gatt, is your victory? Where, O
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death, is your sting? The sting of death is sir #Hre power of sin is the law. But thanks
be to God! He gives us the victory through our Laedus Christ.”

Jesus is unique in His ascension, whereby He inaugited His present ministry to us.

After the resurrection Jesus walked on this eartHis resurrection body for forty days, to
assure His disciples that He was indeed alive amadpare them for the extraordinary ministry
He was leaving in their hands. At the end of tttatldys he met with his disciples in the city of
Jerusalem and told them to wait there for the pseroif the Holy Spirit to be fulfilled. Listen to
what happened then in Acts 1:6ff:

So when they met together, they asked him, "Loedy@u at this time going to
restore the kingdom to Israel?" He said to themisInot for you to know the times or
dates the Father has set by his own authority.y®utwill receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnessekerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." After hd 8as, he was taken up before their
very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.

That was 1975 years ago. What has Jesus beengingggthen? What is His present ministry to
believers?

He is our High Priest. (Heb. 4:14ff)This is a concept which was incredibly meaningful
to those brought up on OT religion, where the press the mediator between God and man.
Listen to Heb. 4:14:

Therefore, since we have a great high priest wroodane through the heavens,

Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to thi fale profess. For we do not have a high

priest who is unable to sympathize with our weagegsbut we have one who has been

tempted in every way, just as we are—yet withoutlsat us then approach the throne of
grace with confidence, so that we may receive mandyfind grace to help us in our

time of need.

A few chapters later in the book of Hebrews we ralaolut more of the high priestly ministry of
Christ, as the author distinguishes Him from adgpOT priest (Hebrews 7:12-15):

Now there have been many of those priests, sireth geevented them from
continuing in office; but because Jesus lives ferelie has a permanent priesthood.
Therefore, he is able to save completely thoseash®e to God through him, because he
always lives to intercede for them.

He is our advocate (our attorney). (Heb. 7:25; 1 Jm 2:1) Listen to 1 John 2:1: “My
dear children, | write this to you so that you widit sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one
who speaks to the Father in our defense—JesustGhaRighteous One.” Now let me ask you,
“Do you think you need an attorney when you stagidte God?” | think you do, because there
is someone else speaking to the Father and accysingonstantly, day and night. We read
about him in Revelation 12:10: “The accuser of lmathers, who accuses them before our God
day and night, has been hurled down. They overdaméy the blood of the Lamb and by the



word of their testimony.” Jesus is there to pleadrycase. He is responding to Satan’s
accusations, “Yes, he did that; yes, she said Bhatl died for that.”

He is the Head over the Church. (Col. 1:18Folossians 1:18 reads, "He is the head of
the body, the church.” We'll examine more abouttvia means when we come to the doctrine
of the church in a few weeks, but suffice it to Hagt Jesus is the Lord of the Church, and no
one else—not pastors or elders or anyone—shouldnasklis prerogatives. We are
undershepherds only; He is the Chief Shepherd.

He is preparing a place for us, and will someday ooe again to receive us unto
Himself. (John 14:1-3) Listen to the great comfort that Jesus offereddifisiples in John 14:1-
3:

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in Gadist also in me. In my Father's
house are many rooms; if it were not so, | wouldehtold you. | am going there to
prepare a place for you. And if | go and preparglace for you, | will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be whare.|

Conclusion | listed as our key text today Hebrews 1:1-13,Ilme hardly referred to it. | want
to read it now, because | think we can apprecladruth of it more now that we have examined
what so much of the rest of Scripture says abaiisle

In the past God spoke to our forefathers throughgtophets at many times and
in various ways, but in these last days he haseaptk us by his Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, and through whom he made thieense. The Son is the radiance of
God's glory and the exact representation of hisipesustaining all things by his
powerful word. After he had provided purificatiar &ins, he sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty in heaven. So he became as much@uigethe angels as the name he
has inherited is superior to theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say, "Ymray Son; today | have
become your Father”? Or again, "l will be his Fathand he will be my Son”? And
again, when God brings his firstborn into the woithé says, "Let all God's angels
worship him."

In speaking of the angels he says, "He makes lgslanvinds, his servants
flames of fire." But about the Son he says, "Ybrorte, O God, will last for ever and
ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of kmgdom. You have loved
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore @nd,God, has set you above your
companions by anointing you with the olil of joy."

He also says, "In the beginning, O Lord, you ldid foundations of the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands. Thigpevish, but you remain; they will
all wear out like a garment. You will roll them lipe a robe; like a garment they will be
changed. But you remain the same, and your yedraevier end."

| close with a quotation from Napoleon Bonapdrtegt normally thought of as a great Christian
theologian, but remarkable for his insight in timstance:
| know men, and | will tell you that Jesus Chrsshb mere man. Between Him and every
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other person in the world there is no possible tefrmomparison. Alexander, Caesar,
Charlemagne, and | have founded empires. But ort didave rest the creations of our
genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded His emypan love; and at this hour
millions of men would die for Him.

Are you one of them? He died for you.

i. H. D. McDonald Jesus, Human and Divin&5-16.

il. Theologians have had strenuous arguments tieeydars as to whether Jesus wasghkd

notto sin or wasiot ableto sin. | had several seminary professors who stékeir theological
reputations on the fact that Jesus was not aldmt@nd they marshaled many philosophical
arguments in favor of their view. | was unconvinesda student and | remain unconvinced 40
years later. The Greek has a very simple way ahgayNot able to sin,” but the NT never
employs it. It does, however, state these fourgithat Hedid not sin. To me, one runs the
danger of destroying the argument of Hebrews 4:A&nnone says Jesus was unable to sin. How
can it be any comfort to me that Jesus was temiptedery way that | am if He was
constitutionally unable to yield to those temptatd

3. I could as well have quoted from C. S. Lewisimwell-known classidylere Christianity

| am trying here to prevent anyone from sayingrdadly foolish thing that people
often say about Jesus: “I'm ready to accept Jesua great moral teacher, but | don't
accept His claim to be God.’ That is the one thirgmust not say. A man who was
merely a man and said the sort of things Jesuswaidd not be a great moral teacher.
He would either be a lunatic--on a level with themwho says he is a poached egg--or
else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make ghoice. Either this man was, and
is, the Son of God; or else a madman or somethorgev You can shut Him up for a
fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demonyou can fall at His feet and call
Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any @aizing nonsense about His being a
great human teacher. He has not left that optioarof us. He did not intend to.



