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In Acts 19:2 Paul asked some believers in EphéBug,you receive the Holy Spirit when you
believed?” and they replied, “No, we have nevemdweard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Thankfully,
most believers today know there is a Holy Spint, imany do not seem to know that He is available to
them or that he can make a difference in theisliv exposed to some of the more extreme elements
of the charismatic movement, they may have condulat the Holy Spirit is only for those who have
reached a special status in their spiritual expege Not so! The Holy Spirit indwells every true
believer and is available on a daily basis to hslfive lives that are pleasing to God, fulfillitg
ourselves, and productive for the Kingdom. TheyHgpirit is one of the three members of the Trinity
being God in every sense that the Father is orJésus is.

The proposed new Statement of Faith of the Freedbheads as follows in Article 6:
The Holy Spirit
We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He dpglorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He
convicts the world of its guilt. He regeneratesgirs, and in Him they are baptized into union
with Christ and adopted as heirs in the family @idGHe also indwells, illuminates, guides,
equips and empowers believers for Christ-like ivamd service.

The Holy Spirit was activein the Old Testament period.

Some people have the mistaken notion that the Bpigit is just a New Testament character.
Certainly, the Holy Spirit did inaugurate some namistries on the Day of Pentecost (which we will
examine shortly), but that does not mean He wasexastent or unavailable in the Old Testament. As
a matter of fact, the Holy Spirit appears at the/\eeginning of the book of Genesis (“In the
beginning God created the heavens and the eadin the earth was formless and empty, darkness
was over the surface of the deep, and the Spifgaaf was hovering over the waters.”) and He
continues to be active throughout the Old Testamwghtthe people of God.

However, the ministry of the Holy Spirit was qud#éferent in the Old Testament than in the New
Testament. He only came upon selected men and wofr@od, offering them great power and
anointing for special tasks, but He did not resiith them permanently. In fact, Michael Green, who
wrote the excellent bookBelieve in the Holy Spiritsums it up well when he says, “On the whole,
you had to be someone rather special in Old Testaday's to have the Spirit of God . . . the Spifit
God was not for every Tom, Dick and Harry.”

Among the special people who received the HolyiSwire prophets, judges, kings, and on one
occasion the Israelites as a whole (Haggai 2:%jt oBe couldn't count on the Spirit remaining. In
fact, David prayed in Psalm 51:11, pleading witid@mforgive him for his dastardly sin with
Bathsheba: “take not thy Holy Spirit from me.”idtmy view that this prayer need not be prayed by
God's people today, but it was a very approprieagqr in the Old Testament.



However, with the Incarnation of Christ a major iep@ also took place in the Spirit's ministry—He
became much more visible and pervasive.

The Holy Spirit was active at every major point in thelife of Christ.

In HisVirgin Birth. The very conception of Christ is attributed to thet that the Holy Spirit
came upon, or overshadowed, the Virgin Mary. Thstated in both Matt. 1 and Luke 1. Itis a
mistake to view the Holy Spirit as the physicah&atof Jesus, for this is not a case of a god dbhgb
with a human being, as in Greek mythology and @fiMormon doctrine. Rather the Holy Spirit
simply performed a miracle that enabled Mary toasave without the agency of a human father.
Furthermore, Jesus was filled with the Holy Sgmoim the moment of conception.

In Hisbaptism (Mark 1:10,11). Mark 1:10 says that “as Jesus was coming up otlteof
water, he saw heaven being torn open and the 8psitending on him like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom | love; with yilaam well pleased.”

In Histemptation (Luke 4:1,2). “At once the Spirit sent him out into the desarid he was
in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satdrhis is instructive, because it shows that God was
on the offensive, not the defensive, when Jesususttered Satan. God apparently initiated the
confrontation with the Evil One in order to demaat to us that it is possible to face temptatioth a
overcome it.

In Hisministry. In John 16:14 Jesus says to His disciples, “Thiy Bpirit will bring glory to
me by taking from what is mine and making it knowryou.” The Spirit's constant ministry is to
glorify Christ. He does not draw attention to Hetisbut to Christ. | would say that if you find
people who are constantly talking about the Holyi§praying to Him, and exalting Him, you have
found people who have misunderstood the Holy Spipimary goal.

TheHoly Spirit isactivein the plan of salvation.

Josh did such a fine job last Sunday explainingdiberine of salvation. | am simply going to point
out how extensively the Holy Spirit was involvedrr the beginning to the end in God’s plan.

He convictsthe unbelieving sinner. John 16:8-11 tells us that “when the Holy Spidines,
he will convict the world of guilt.” No one caruty receive Christ unless he acknowledges his guilt
and no one will acknowledge his guilt unless theiSgonvicts him. We have a tendency to get very
discouraged when we try to witness to a friendetative over a long period of time and receive no
positive response. Sometimes we blame our ignerahtheology or apologetics, but, friends, there i
a factor that goes beyond our witnessing experisé that is the work of the Holy Spirit. If Heado
not convict, or if that person resists His conwntithere will be no positive response no mattev ho
brilliant we are.

Heregenerates. Regeneration, or the new birth, is ultimately 8pirit's work. Listen to Titus
3, beginning in verse 3:
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At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deckand enslaved by all kinds of
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice angt,dreing hated and hating one another. But
when the kindness and love of God our Savior aggukdre saved us, not because of righteous
things we had done, but because of his mercy.aMedsus through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out sgenerously through Jesus Christ our
Savior, so that, having been justified by his graee might become heirs having the hope of
eternal life.

He baptizes and indwells. | am treating these together, because it is piyian that they are
intimately related, baptism being the means by thie indwelling is inaugurated. The baptism of
the Holy Spirit is one of the most misunderstoggeass of the plan of salvation. There are those,
particularly in the Wesleyan, Pentecostal and shaatic camps, who believe the baptism of the Holy
Spirit is an event subsequent to salvation wheeragm becomes completely yielded to the Holy
Spirit.

The Wesleyans have generally believed that thesecie of the Spirit's baptism is complete
sanctification, or what used to be called sinles$gution. The Pentecostals and charismatics have
generally seen the ability to speak in tonguehia®vidence of the baptism of the Spirit. Budll
these groups have in common the view that the @misife is a two-stage process: conversion is
stage one and then there is a second stage wherealty “arrives” spiritually speaking.

This view is not without some biblical evidencey, ifio Acts chapter 2, the initial baptism of the ol
Spirit was indeed an event that happened to thbsewere already believers, and it was accompanied
both by an advanced stage of spiritual power anspleaking in tongues. Back in chapter one the
resurrected Christ met with His disciples for thstltime before His ascension and told them, “John
baptized with water, but in a few days you willtsgptized with the Holy Spirit.” Sure enough, just
fifty days later it happened. Acts 2:1 says,
When the day of Pentecost came, they were alllteget one place. Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven aneédilthe whole house where they were sitting.
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire tparatd and came to rest on each of them.
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit anddas to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them.

However, | think it is crucial that we ask whetlieis initial experience of the baptism of the Holy
Spirit was meant to be the normal experience dialevers, and | am convinced that it was not. |
believe the initial gift of the Spirit was accompethby tongues in Acts 2 because there needed to be
some experiential evidence to show that the Spadt begun a new ministry of indwelling all
believers. Otherwise, how would anyone know it Wappening? After all, people indwelt by the
Holy Spirit don't glow in the dark.

| believe Acts 2 is a unique case introducing tleéytSpirit's new ministry of indwelling to Jewish
Christians. The only other time anything quiteelikhappened was in Acts 8 when Samaritan
Christians were also introduced for the first titme¢he indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Since then the indwelling of the Holy Spirit isact for every believer. In 1 Cor. 6:19 Paul writes
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the Christians at Corinth, “Do you not know thatiydody is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you have received from God?” Pleasewmra@that Paul makes no distinction here
between mature and immature believers or betwessettvho speak in tongues and those who don't,
or between those who tithe and those who don'tsiiely says to all the Corinthian believers thnet t
Holy Spirit is in them.

| have listed two other passages (1 Cor. 3:16-H7Ephesians 2:21-22) which indicate that the Holy
Spirit indwells the local church and the univerdalirch, as well, but for our purposes this mormniegg
want to focus on the indwelling of the individualiever.

Now if every believer—-mature or immature—is indwmjtthe Spirit of God, then that indwelling must
begin at conversion. | suggest to you that antbenent we place our faith and trust in Jesus Christ
the Holy Spirit baptizes us into the Body of ChriSipirit baptism is immediate; water baptism is
subsequent. Spirit baptism is the inner realitstes baptism is the outward symbol.

However, nowhere in the New Testament, other tlmathe Day of Pentecost and the corresponding
event in Samaria in Acts 8, are those who are @yr&ristians baptized with the Spirit. Furthermor
Christians subsequent to Pentecost are neveraalgit for or pray for the baptism in the Holy Spir
They don’t need to, for they are already baptizgthe Spirit.

But can we deny the fact that some people havanasual experience of the Holy Spirit that gives
them power and releases them in prayer and prageersonal relationships? No, of course not. |
am just saying that when they call that the bapt$mme Holy Spirit they are using the wrong teonm t
describe it. It is not the baptism of the Spitits the filling or empowering of the Spirit.

Michael Green pleads with Pentecostal and charisrhbatievers to abandon this unscriptural use of
terminology:
Baptism means beginning; it is the initiatory Chigs rite, and it speaks of the
initiatory Christian experience. If believing Chtians are told they must be baptized with the
Spirit, it inevitably suggests that they lack hilready, that they have not yet begun. But they
have begun! They are in Christ, justified, adopted God's family, recipients of his gracious
Spirit. The unintended arrogance of the divisiéiCaristians into those who have been
baptized in the Holy Spirit and those who havewmild be lessened if charismatics rejected
the unscriptural use of this term "baptism in the@lyHSpirit" to describe a second experience of
those who are already Christians. It is contramytihe usage of the New Testament, confusing
in the extreme, and contributory to division amaimg one people of the Spirit

He sealsbelievers. The sealing of the Holy Spirit has to do with security. Listen to Paul
as he speaks to believers in Eph. 4:30: “Do na&wgrihe Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption.” What was thgpse of a seal in biblical times? It was to
guarantee delivery to the right person and tohat person know that the contents were not tampered
with. When we receive Jesus the Holy Spirit putsd¢al on our lives, guaranteeing delivery to the
Father. We are not sealed just until we commibatah sin; we are not sealed just until we become
apathetic; we are not sealed just until someontlses us out of the Father's hand (which, by thg wa
Jesus said can never happen). We are sealedhaentiby of redemption.



Now the Holy Spirit's ministries are not limitedttee plan of salvation. He has other important
ministries in the lives of believers.

The Holy Spirit has other important ministriesin thelives of believers.

Heteaches. This is another area where the Spirit's minisiag bften been distorted. Many
people appeal to the teaching ministry of the Sfwrjustify weird interpretations they have conge u
with. Frankly, many of the passages appealedicarming the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit
(like John 14 and 16) are actually speaking oftelé&hing ministry to the human authors of the Bible
rather than to believers today. And those thadpiak to us do not tell us He teaches us content or
reveals interpretations, but rather that he mativais to study, welcome, and apply the Word
objectively to our lives.

He guides. The guiding ministry of the Spirit differs from Hisaching ministry in that it deals
with the individual's life as opposed to normatimeh for the whole Church. | believe the onlyqaa
we find truth for the whole church is in Scriptubeit the Holy Spirit does help individual believers
find direction for school, marriage, career, minjsetc. when we listen to Him. In the book of #ct
one finds numerous examples of the Spirit guidihgistians (and their churches) as they seek
direction for their lives.

Heprays. The believer actually has two great Intercessanking in his behalf. First, we
have the Lord Jesus Christ whose intercession wsidered two Sundays ago, but we also have the
Holy Spirit. Turn with me to Romans 8:26-28:

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakn®ge do not know what we ought to
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes forwith groans that words cannot express. And he
who searches our hearts knows the mind of thetSpactause the Spirit intercedes for the
saints in accordance with God's will. And we kribat in all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who have been called accondifgs purpose.

Now let me ask a few questions. First, when dbedHoly Spirit pray? The answer is clear—-when we
are weak, when we come to the end of ourselvedorfipas we are self-sufficient the Spirit will fiye
much leave us alone. Second, why does the Spayt?p Because we don't know what to pray for.
And the reason we don't know what to pray for & the can't predict the future to know whether our
present judgment is really conducive to our lormgatgood.

Third, how does the Spirit pray? With groanings gieep for words. Some people have tried to
interpret this as referring to tongues-speaking| hink that's the farthest thing from Paul's thin
Here it is the Holy Spirit who is praying, not theliever. And His praying is non-verbal, whereas
tongues-speaking is by definition verbal.

And fourth, what is the result of the Holy Spirpyeaying? God understands, listens and answeus. B
why do | need the Spirit to get an answer? Dodisa'Bible promise that “if we ask anything
according to God's will, He hears us.” (1 John %:IBhe problem is that often | don't know what
God's willisin any particular case. But then | ddmetveto know because the Holy Spirit knows. “He
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who searches our hearts — that's the Father — ktieensind of the Spirit, because the Smhways
intercedes for the saints in accordance with Goils

Here's what | think this passage is telling ushéHoly Spirit intercepts my weak and uncertain
prayers and re-prays them according to the withefFather. The Father then answers my prayers as
the Spirit has re-prayed them.” And that is whncsre prayers, offered in faith, are not always
granted as they were prayed. God answers themglat] but He answers them as the Spirit prays
them, not as we prayed them. And for that we ghbalthankful.

Teresa of Avila once prayed, “Do not punish me @ngng that which | wish or ask.” | for one am as
thankful for unanswered prayers in my life as farswered prayers, because it has become obvious
over time that my initial request would often hdeen very detrimental to my own welfare, had it
been granted. One further point. Is it any wortHat verse 28 comes next? “All things work togethe
for good to them that love God.” How could it beyather way in view of the praying ministry of the
Holy Spirit.

Hefills. Ephesians 5:18: “Do not get drunk on wine, whedds to debauchery. Instead, be
filled with the Spirit.” | see two factors thatstinguish the Spirit's ministry of filling from His
ministry of baptizing and indwelling. First, thagitism and indwelling of the Spirit are never
commanded because they are automatic; i.e. everwbo receives Christ as Savior is immediately
baptized by the Spirit and indwelt by Him. Butifiy is not automatic and is therefore commanded.

Second, the filling of the Spirit is a repeatabtparience, whereas baptism and indwelling are not.
The imperative, “be filled” in the original languagds in a tense that should be translated, “keep on
being filled.” The ideal for the believer is to béed continually, but should he lose the fillirg the
Spirit, he can be filled again.

Two other factors should also be pointed out abliatcommand to be filled with the Holy Spirit. ist
plural (“you’all be filled”) indicating that everirue believer is included in this command. Aniit
passive. We are not commanded to do somethingusb as allow something to be done to us. And
what would that be? The negative contrast Paersfiells us. “Do not get drunk on wine, but be
filled with the Spirit.” When a man is drunk weydae is “under the influence.” That is also trde o
the person who is filled with the Spirit. He isden the influence of the Holy Spirit.

The one who gets drunk makes a decision to putdifraader the influence. You can't get drunk if
you don't decide to drink. So too the one whallisdf with the Spirit must make a volitional decisi
to put himself under the influence of the Spifito one is filled with the Spirit by accident or ossis
or by just waiting for it to happen. Itis in yopower and mine to determine whether we are filled
with the Spirit or not.

In summary, being filled with the Spirit means lgegontrolled by the Spirit. Such a person is happy
joyful, friendly, useful. He is living the mostriting, exciting life a man can ever know. Nothin
else, and no one else, can produce all these thimfyproduce them all at the same time.

He gives spiritual gifts. Spiritual gifts are capacities for divine seevibat the Holy Spirit
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sovereignly distributes to believers. To becomerelesed because you don't have the gifts that
someone else has or to take lessons on learningdiexercise someone else's gifts stands in direct
violation of the Scriptural teaching that the Spgives gifts to whom He will (1 Cor. 12:11). Thes

a wide variety of gifts—some public and some peyabme sensational and some ordinary—but all are
needed in the Body of Christ.

Many people have discovered their spiritual giftdinserving what abilities God has blessed in their
lives. If you don't know what your spiritual git,ithere is a very practical test that will helpyo
discover it and then develop it. We periodicalffepthat test here at the church, and if you wdikle
more information about it, Dan Curnutt will be gladtalk to you about it.

It ispossibleto sin against the Holy Spirit.

Four specific sins against the Holy Spirit are rrmmed in the New Testament. The first two are sins
that unbelievers commit; the other two are sins @hiaeliever can commit.

Resisting the Spirit is rejecting the truth and conviction the Holy $dirings to bear on a
person's life. Stephen said in his great speesttbgfore he was martyred,

You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised heamtsears! You are just like your
fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit! Wiasre ever a prophet your fathers did not
persecute? They even killed those who prediceddming of the Righteous One. And now
you have betrayed and murdered Him!

Blaspheming the Spirit is the ultimate in resistance. It is attributiogSatan things that are
clearly the work of the Holy Spirit. This sin ispardonable, according to Matt. 12:31,32.

Grieving the Spirit, however, is a sin that Christians can commit. akewarned against it in
a passage addressed to Christians—Eph. 4:30: “Dgrieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you
were sealed for the day of redemption.” If yourakee the context closely it becomes abundantly
clear that grieving the Holy Spirit is primarilysan of the tongue. The verse immediately preceding
the warning says, “Do not let any unwholesome taike out of your mouths, but only what is helpful
for building others up according to their needaf ihmay benefit those who listen.” The versd tha
comes immediately after says, “Get rid of all bitess, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along
with every form of malice. Be kind and compassterta one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you.”

| encourage all of us to think twice before we spewvenom on others—we are not only badmouthing
those who are created in the image of God; welacegaieving the Spirit of God.

Quenching the Spirit is another sin warned against in 1 Thes. 5:19: fiDbput out the Spirit's
fire.” What does this mean? Again we get a gaatlfrom the context. The immediately preceding
verses say, “Be joyful always; pray continuallweihanks in all circumstances, for this is Godls w
for you in Christ Jesus.” That would lead me tbewe that a person can quench the Spirit by being
sour and negative, by failing to pray, by beinghamikful. Furthermore, the verse immediately after
says, “Do not treat prophecies with contempt.” $times we evangelicals may quench the Spirit by
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making fun of what we consider charismatic exces@zdance, of course, is critical here. The very
next phrase says, “Test everything. Hold on togihed.” We need discernment to know when the
Spirit is at work.

It isalso possibleto live by the power of the Holy Spirit and to exhibit Hisfruit in our lives.
Turn with me to Gal. 5:16-26. Two things stand iouthis text:

The conflict between good and evil that all of us experience hasits solution in living by the

Spirit.

So | say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gfiyathe desires of the sinful nature. For
the sinful nature desires what is contrary to tipéri§ and the Spirit what is contrary to the
sinful nature. They are in conflict with each athso that you do not do what you want. But if
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.

There is no one here who doesn't understand whaig?&lking about when he speaks of the internal
conflict that results when we fail to do what irr t(hearts we really want to do. That can cause
confusion, discouragement, even despair, but thatsn is not hopeless. Living by the Spirithe t
answer. | believe Paul's command here, to “livéhgySpirit,” is nearly synonymous with his
command in Ephesians 5 to be “filled with the Sgirit means allowing Him to control us and being
obedient to His leading.

The development of spiritual fruit istheresult of keeping in step with the Spirit. In the
next few verse Paul offers two catalogues of astifirst vices, then virtues. The vices he calls af
the sinful nature; the virtues he calls the frdiithee Spirit. Only those who belong to Christ Jeate
effectively able to avoid the vices and practice tirtues, but here is the key in verse 25: “Siwee
live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with thar® Fall in line with Him. Deliberately and
purposefully walk along the path He has specifmdut, both in the word of God, and in His personal
guidance in our lives.

| close by noting the last verse in Gal. 5: “Letnot become conceited, provoking and envying each
other.” The message that comes through to merhere strongly that any other is that the principal
evidence of a spirit-controlled life is not the ldiito say beautiful prayers, or preach great sarsn

or spend hours a day in Bible study, or serve sttigrlessly. Rather the principal evidence isne's
ability to get along with fellow-believers, with otamilies, and with those whose lives we touch on
the outside. We can talk about the Holy Spirit,cea expound on the fruit of the Spirit, we can
exercise the gifts of the Spirit, including healegd tongues, but if we are having frequent conflic
with our brothers and sisters in Christ, then tisesemething wrong with us. The Holy Spirit is ot
control of our lives.

Friends, He wants to be, and He is willing to d.course, first we must become a child of God
through faith in Christ.

i. 1 do want us to look for just a moment at ometigularly difficult passage—1 John 2:26-27: “l am



writing these things to you about those who armgryo lead you astray. As for you, the anointing

you received from him (i.e. from the Holy Spiri@mains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach
you.” On the surface this text may be viewed esjection of human teachers in favor of direct
revelation from the Holy Spirit, but | think thabwld be a serious misreading. In the first plaice,
Apostle John was teaching when he wrote this. @gqaease note that he is trying to resolve a
particular problem—false teachers leading peoplaa# the church. Third, his solution to the
problem is to appeal to the presence of the HolyitSpministry in the believer's life, helping ts
distinguish between what is false and what is gexnui believe it is a ministry of discernment more
than interpretation.



