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This is such a special Sunday that | purposelytéichimy preaching time to 25 minutes. Some of
you don’t think | can do it. You're probably righdut I'll try. It has been so good to honor Trudy
Burkholder this morning on the occasion of herrestient after forty years as our choir director.
Pastor Tom Macy, Steve Blasdel, and | have hagtivdege of working with Trudy for a
combined 42 years (some overlap there, of couase) she has immeasurably enriched each of
our ministries. | so appreciate Tom and Steve cgrtorcelebrate with us.

As most of you know, this summer we are teachingutph one of the most practical books of
the Bible. My message today is not directly reldtedrudy’s retirement except in this important
way: This is a lady whose faith has been consistel@monstrated in her works. Thank you,
Trudy, for the example you have set.

Faith is a very popular but fuzzy commodity in tgdavorld. Preachers, of course, talk about
faith all the time. But so do politicians, generalsvar with one another, and lottery ticket
purchasers. That same fuzziness was appareninalse first century, for the Apostle James
goes to some length in today's passage to disshdugtween saving faith and useless faith.

In all religions faith is a key factor in "gettimgght" with God, but they differ greatly in what

they understand as the appropriate object of titkt. fSome put their faith in dead prophets,
some in departed spirits, some in religious antbpbphical systems, some in the worshiper's
own works, and some just seem to encourage fafditin But faith can't be any better than its
object, and only biblical Christianity has as tlgeat of its faith the perfect Son of God who

died in our place, provides forgiveness from oar and opens the way for us to have a personal
relationship with almighty God.

It is possible, however, (and this is the burdeowfScripture text today), for one to have the
object of his faith straight and still not be righith God, because that faith may never go
beyond the mind or the emotions to the point thaffects the will. In other words, while it is
fatal to believe in the wrong person or thing,ahalso be fatal to believe incompletely in the
right person.

James is deeply troubled by an attitude that setsds mere verbal profession. He exposes
phony faith for what it is and calls us to retuengine faith to its rightful place #ise channel
through which sinful men are put right with Godt'’kgead James 2:14-26:

What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims teééith but has no deeds? Can
such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sistefitisout clothes and daily food. If one
of you says to him, "Go, | wish you well; keep wamd well fed," but does nothing
about his physical needs, what good is it? In e way, faith by itself, if it is not



accompanied by action, is dead.

But someone will say, "You have faith; | have deeslsow me your faith without
deeds, and | will show you my faith by what | do.

You believe that there is one God. Good! Even #meaths believe thand

shudder.
You foolish man, do you want evidence that faithout deeds is useles§Vas

not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous feathe did when he offered his son
Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith anddcisons were working together, and his
faith was made complete by what he did. And thiptsce was fulfilled that says,
"Abraham believed God, and it was credited to hgmighteousness," and he was called
God's friend. You see that a person is justifiedvbgit he does and not by faith alone.

In the same way, was not even Rahab the prosttuteidered righteous for what
she did when she gave lodging to the spies andisemt off in a different direction? As
the body without the spirit is dead, so faith withdeeds is dead.

Let's begin by making sure that we understand tbelem being addressed here in both its
practical and theological aspects.

The Problem

The practical problem for James is that there are too many people icliiech whose
lives don’t match their profession. They’ve raiskdir hand, walked an aisle, prayed at the altar,
and professed to believe in God and in His SonsJ€swist, but nothing has changed. They still
have worldly priorities and still lead selfish |sdf they weren't seen walking into church no
one would know they were professing Christians.yl$eem to view "faith" as a Sunday
morning pill that hopefully will inoculate them agat the worst trials the world has to offer
until it’s convenient to visit again.

The incongruity between what we say and how wesdatie practical problem, as we saw two
Sundays ago. But there is also a theological prolgeesent here in James 2, and it can be
expressed this way: how is a person made right @atl anyway? Is it by faith or is it by
works?

The theological problem James says in verse 24, "You see that a pesgastified by
what he does ambt by faith alone.” Yet our new Free Church Statenoémtaith, approved
overwhelmingly last Thursday at the National Coefere in St. Louis, reads that salvation is “by
faith alone in Christ alone.” And isn’t that wha® says in Romans 3:287? "We maintain that a
man is justified by faitlapart fromthe works of the Law." Then a few verses latehat t
beginning of Romans 4 we read,

"What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefgtlescovered in this matter?

If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he Isathething to boast about—but not

before God. What does the Scripture say? 'Abrahalieyed Godor had faith in God)

and it(i.e. his faith) was credited to him as righteousness."
Paul continues the same theme in Galatians 3:6:



"Consider Abraham: 'He believed God, and it wasdde=l to him as
righteousness.' Understand, then, that those wkievgeare children of Abraham. The
Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gastiby faith, and announced the gospel
in advance to Abraham: 'All nations will be blessiebugh you." So those who have
faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man i fa

The Reformers, especially Martin Luther, latched@®aul's teaching and established as the
foundation of their theology the fact that salvatissola fidej or by faith alone. In fact, Martin
Luther was so upset with Jamegparentcontradiction of Paul that he wondered out loud
whether the epistle of James even belonged in THe N

So which is it? Was Abraham justified by faith adpas Paul says, or was he justified by works
and not by faith alone, as James affirms? If Pantradicts James, which one shall we believe?
On the other hand, if they don’t contradict onethag how do we reconcile these apparently
contradictory statements?

| believe the solution to these practical and tbgiglal problems comes in the form of three ideas
inherent in our Scripture passage.

The Solution

1. Faith that involvesonly the intellect is a dead faith. (14-18)What good is it, my
brothers, if a maglaimsto have faith but has no deeds? Can such faithlgav®' In other
words, can a faith that consists entirely of claimgrds, ideas save anyone? There are many
today, | fear, who have just such a faith. In thetiellect they assent to a body of truth about
God, about man, about the world, and about theduttiyou ask them, "Do you believe in
God?" they say, “Sure.” If you ask, "Do you beligliat Jesus Christ was the Son of God?” the
answer is, “Yes.” You can even ask, “Was He cradifand resurrected?" and get an answer like
one of my philosophy professors in graduate scha@s, I'm inclined to believe that may have
happened.” Or they might go even further and clairfimly believe all that the Bible says."

But if it never goes beyond the head, contends Saiinéremains only a claim the person
makes, and if it never changes his life, then thith is deader than a doornail. You see,
profession of faith does not equal possessionithf.f8ome people are professional professors.
They can say all the right words and convince arytbat they are on the Lord's side in the
spiritual battle. But when it comes right downtithiey may be fooling everyorit Him.'

James uses a simple illustration at this pointtmwsthat mere profession doesn't cut it.
"Suppose a brother or sister is without the netiesf life. If you say to him, 'God bless you,
friend. Stay warm and eat hearty!" but you give hmclothes or food, what good is that?" He
can't eat your words. As Eugene Peterson putksit;t‘it obvious that God-talk without God-
acts is outrageous nonsense®id just as generous wordsaccompanied by generous deeds
profit nothing, so faith that involves only theefiect is a dead faith.

Now in verse 18 James argues with an imaginaryctinjeThe Greek is difficult and various
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English versions read differently. But here is Hamderstand the argument. The objector says,
"One person has the gift of faith, another hagifteof works. Both come from God, but not
everyone can expect to have both. You take cattecofvorks department; my specialty is faith."
James replies, in effect, "False analogy! Thisrt@hing to do with spiritual giftEEvery

believer must have faith amyerybeliever must have works. In fact, the only waptove that
faith is even present is by the change it produtesperson’s life."

Friends, before we go on, | want to make sure youoat misunderstand this first point. James is
not anti-intellectual. He is not claiming that fais a leap in the dark. It must be rooted in the
mind. Faith is not, as one wag put it, "believingatvyou know ain't true.” On the contrary, true
Christian faith is logical, historical, and eminlgmeasonable. But if our faith goes no further
than our minds, it is valuele$s.

So what else is needed? Well, most of us would idiately respond, “faith must also reach the
heart, the emotions.” Of course! | have heardid Haat if you could combine the biblical
teaching and doctrine of the evangelical churclh wie worship and emotional intimacy of the
charismatic church you would have a truly balarfegtth. | agree that both groups might be
better off than they are now, but, you know, sonmgtimight still be missing. True, you would
have two key elements of faith instead of just dng,you mighsstill have a phony faith. Why?

Faith that involves only the intellect and the emotions is still a useless faith_ook at
verse 19: "You believe that there is one God. G&batin the demons believe that—-and shudder.”
Demons, says James, have both an intellectualdailan emotional faith. They know there is a
God. They also know that Jesus is the Son of GatkN:11,12). And they know He is one day
coming again to judge the wicked and consign themplace of punishment (Mark 5:1-13,

Luke 8:31). They believe all the facts of the Bibldey have an intellectual faith that is
probably second to none. But there is also an emaitidimension to their faith. When they
think about God they shudder, they tremble.

The verse exudes irony, as James, in effect, grisd®aders with an implied question:

"When is the last timgou trembled at the thought of God's holiness? Wheineis
last time your faith touched a deeply emotionapaasse in your heart? When is the last
time you were overcome with the amazing truth tih@tGod who created the entire
universe loves you, a tiny speck of protoplasm tinyaplanet in a tiny solar system in a
tiny galaxy?"

One of my favorite verses of Scripture is IsaiatR6@here God says, “This is the one | esteem:
he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trezstdt my word.” Think about that! Do you
tremble at God’'s Word?

The demons believe with their minds and with tieanotions. But it still doesn't do them any
good. Their faith doesn't save them or gain theylaee in God's presence for all of eternity. By
the same token there are some people, who in adddibelieving the biblical facts about God
and His Son, feel really warm toward Him, sheddedrsorrow over sin and rejoice over His
goodness. They may even lift their hands and vaicesnotional praise on occasion. But as
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Warren Wiersbe puts it, “A person can be enlighteinehis mind and even stirred in his heart
and be lost forever”

Well, what is that third element of genuine fai#tsliles the intellectual and the emotional,
without which it cannot be real? It is the volitadrelement. Faith must involve the will; it must
result in action; it must make a difference in erniée.

Faith that involves the intellect, emotionsand will is a genuine faith. And to prove
his point James gives two OT examples:

1. The example of Abraham Look at verse 20: "You foolish man, do you wavitlence that
faith without deeds is useless? Was not our anc@&tiaham considered righteous for what he
did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?" Aed th verse 25 he offers . . .

2. The example of Rahab"In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitonsidered
righteous for what shéid when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them afdifferent
direction?"

Abraham and Rahab are two OT characters whosewatsufficient to earn them a place in the
Great Hall of Faith (Heb. 11). Abraham, the fatbedudaism and Christianity, is renowned for
his faith in trusting God so much that he was wijlto sacrifice His son Isaac and actually
proceeded to do so until God supernaturally stofpyed Rahab rescued the Israelite spies and
enabled Joshua to conquer Jericho, and becameethegyeat-grandmother of King David and
the ancestress of Jesus Himself. But here is Jgmoed: if these two had merely professed faith
in Jehovah God or merely felt warmly toward Himt bad never acted on that faith, their
profession would have been empty and worthless.

Now think about these two examples for a momenmtiHey are just about as opposite as they
could be.

Abraham was a man, Rahab a woman.

Abraham was a Jew, Rahab a Gentile.

Abraham was a patriarch, Rahab a prostitute.

Abraham was godly, Rahab thoroughly sinful.

Abraham was the friend of God, Rahab belongeddatiemies of God.
Yet both had a faith in God that went beyond thellectual and the emotiontd the volitional.
They acted on what they professed to believe.

Now | want us to look at these two NT apostles—¥aamel Paul-and see if we can discover
some common ground. You see, | think the contramfias only on the surface, not in the
substance. | think they are actually teaching #mestruth from different perspectives. Paul
never suggests that merely intellectual faith savekat merely emotional faith saves. The very
word “faith” in his writings clearly implies a beli that moves the will. And that little word
“alone” that James adds to “faith” in verse 24 shalat James has no intention of substituting
works for faith in the process of justification; just wants nothing to do with “cheap faith.”



Perhaps it will help to set the views of Paul aachds next to one another this way:

Paul denies that works can bring us into relatignglith God. James, on the other hand,
insists that once that relationship is establishexks are inevitable. No real
contradiction there.

Paul affirms strongly that works cannot be subsduor faith. James, on the other hand,
argues that genuine faith includes works by ity vexture. No real contradiction there.

Paul claims that we are saved by genuine faithegaon the other hand, argues that dead
faith cannot save. No real contradiction there.

Paul stresses that faith is the only conditiorttierdeclaration of a right status with God
(justification). James, on the other hand, strefsstsworks are a necessary condition for
the demonstration of that right status (sanctifgt No contradiction there.

Now here is James’ conclusion:

The Conclusion: Faith and works are inseparable. Yo can't have the first without the
second. (26)

It's possible, of course, to have good works withmiblical faith. We all know cultists or even
atheists who do admirable works of kindness foir tlelow-man, but those works are totally
valueless in helping them find God. In fact, suarksg are filthy rags in God's sight, says Isaiah,
if they are not accompanied by true faith.

And there are people who think they have faith ebeugh they produce no discernible works.
They need to be put on notice that saving faithase than mere profession. No doubt words are
indispensable to true Christianity—words in sermmnayers, confessions of faith, wise advice,
encouragement. But words only have value when@etiack them up. We mustlk the talk

The bottom line, friends, is that biblical faithcagodly works are inseparable. The first without
the second is like a body without a spirit. Itfsless, useless, and profits nothing.

You know something, it's dangerous to look intoeagolator to see how much coffee it contains
while it is percolating! But the percolators outtive courtyard this morning have a tiny glass
tube along the side which serves as a gauge. Asoffexe stands in the tiny tube, so it stands in
the pot. If there is no coffee in the tube, you barconfident there is none in the pot.
Well, there is also a sight glass on the boilet ithaur hearts and it is the gauge of good works.
You can tell what's in the heart by looking at tieaige. The problem is we all like to check the
sight glasses of other people's lives, but thepBmes urge us to examine ourselves to see if we
are in the faith. How can we know for sure? Allow to offer this very practical test. First, do
you believe the Gospel intellectually? You must,tfee Apostle Paul said,

"By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firnatre word | preached to you.
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Otherwise you have believed in vain. For what kereed | passed on to you as of first
importance: that Christ died for our sins accorditogthe Scriptures, that he was buried,
and that he was raised on the third day accordmthe Scriptures(1 Corinthians 15:2-
4).

Second, has the truth of the Gospel touched yowotiens? | don't mean that you have to
become a really emotional person, but is there igeraorrow for sin, joy in worship, sympathy
for those who suffer?

Third, and most importantly, has your professiofiaith in Christ affected your will; has it made
a difference in how you live? When you compare ydartoday with your life before you
received Christ, are there positive changes thatawot be accounted for by ordinary maturing
or self-help strategies you have borrowed. Is tha@seclear evidence that God Himself has
supernaturally impacted your life?

| want us to conclude our time in the Word this mog with a time of silent prayer. If you are
not sure that your faith in Christ has ever gonghd the intellectual and emotional to the
volitional, | beg you right now, by an act of yowil, to invite Jesus Christ to come into your
life and change you.

If you aren't sure where you stand because theepe@lis ambiguous | challenge you to express
to God your desire that Jesus Christ become Loyaof life. Lord means Master—master of
your priorities, goals, purposes, time, talent, ifgneverything.

And if you know your faith is real because you haeen God bring about supernatural changes
in your attitudes, actions, and relationships, khdim and ask Him to accelerate the process
until Jesus comes.

1. Judas is a paradigm example. He convinced emergbhis fellow Apostles that he was on a
loyal follower of Jesus; they even elected himdtear. And even after Jesus plainly told them
that one of them would betray him, not one of tipmégtles suspected Judas. Instead they asked,
"Isit I, Lord?" Millions have walked the aislearious Billy Graham Crusades to publicly
proclaim their faith in Christ. And many of thosavie been delivered from lives of sin and
self-centeredness. But many others have not, becaiking beyond profession ever happened.

ii. Eugene Petersoifhe Messaged81.
iii. Unfortunately, the kind of faith that involves orihye intellect is, in my opinion, very

common, even in evangelical churches, and everapsrimong evangelical pastors. | grew up
in a Christian home, | went four years to Bible I€gé and four more to seminary, and when it



was all over | must admit that the relationshi@dilwith God was largely a cognitive one. |
could analyze truth, outline it, do word studiesitpand teach it, but too often my faith was
divorced from real life. It took many years for neeunderstand that while thinking right
thoughts about God enabled me to know about Hididit't necessarily help me to know Him.

Years later | took a course at Trinity Evangelialinity School entitled, "Theology and the
Spiritual Journey: The Path of the Heart." It waes first seminary course | had ever taken whose
stated goal was to go beyond cognitive knowledg8a to what is called affective knowledge
of God. In other words, the whole point of the smuwas that true knowledge of God must also
touch the heart and emotions. | became convincadliere is an element of faith that | had
seriously neglected to my own spiritual harm, addn’t think I'm alone.

iv. Warren WiersbeBe Mature: How to break the mold of spiritual imoméy—and grow up in
Christ, 79.

v. I'm convinced that the Apostle James would belited by many of the testimonies offered in
the church today. He would never be satisfied &r Bemeone say, "l was convicted of my sin in
1952. | came to the realization that Jesus diedpsin and | invited Him into my life." It used
to be that was all | looked for in a testimony—afpssion of repentance, an acknowledgment of
Christ's sacrificial death, and an indication tlkeespn has responded to the offer of salvation.

| believe James would listen to that testimony #nah ask a few questions:

What difference has your profession of faith madgaur life?

If you were arrested for being a Christian wouleréhbe enough evidence

from the last year to convict you?

Are you right now in love with the Savior?

Are you serving Christ faithfully?

Are you giving generously and proportionately ofigyoesources to further

the cause of Christ?

Do you spend time meditating on God's Word andaygr?" is point would not be that
by doing those things one achieves salvation. Réilsgooint would be that if your profession of
faith has made no difference in your lifestyle,lizgrs the reason is that it has never gone beyond
the intellect or the emotions to the heart and. will



