DATE: October 19, 2008

SERIES: The Good News, as Reported by Matthew
SERMON: Are You Coming to the Wedding?
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 22:1-14

SPEAKER:  Phil Thengvall

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Evans Smith
and
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Robert Planter
request the honor of your presence
at the marriage of
Lisa Marie Smith
and
Tyler Reno Planter
on Saturday, the 5of November
two thousand and eight
at six o’clock in the evening
at the Church of the Inadequate Collection
265 Main Street
Wichita, KS

Reception
immediately following the ceremony
at the Petroleum Club

We've all been invited; do you think you will com@ne of the joys of pastoral work has been that of
preparing couples for marriage. Thankfully the ithiat | have does not involve one of the stickyéssin
planning for a wedding that being deciding on theg list. Having been a groom, and also the father
three sons who got married | know that this caa beurce of disagreement for the couple and for the
families represented. Where do you draw the liné® \gets invited and who does not?

Let's also look at this issue from the other sitie, perspective of those who are invited. Do ydenat
every wedding to which you are invited? If not, hdavyou decide which ones to attend and which ones
to respectfully decline? Sometimes it is easy wdiebecause you already have an event that pevent
your being able to attend. But let’s say theredgonflict in your schedule. Here are some questtbat
can help you make your decision.

How well do you know the couple or their respecpagents?

Is it a work associate, a supervisor or employee?

Will the reception include a sit-down dinner at @livknown place?

Is this a wedding everyone is talking about anchgyo attend?

The wedding in Jesus’ parable from Matthew 22 hapddo be just such a wedding.
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This parable is the third in Jesus’ trilogy of judgnt parables in response to the Jewish religeaddrs
who challenged his authority. It is among the ntsamatic and powerful of all of his parables, and
though it was directed specifically at unbelieviagael and her leaders, it has far-reaching sicguiite
for ensuing times, including our own.

In some ways this is the easiest parable of aliteypret because there is an obvious meaning Iygig
on the surface. This parable grew out of our Lardistroversy with the Pharisees during the lastkvode
his ministry.

The enmity against him had sharpened tremendolisdyghout the city and the Pharisees, scribes, and
rulers were plotting together to kill him. Knowitigis, Jesus informed them very clearly about whes w
going to happen. Part of that information was giwethe form of this parable, which is built upohat
he had said to them earlier in Matthew 21:43: "€fane | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken
away from you and given to a nation producing toéd of it."

Here is a key to understand the meaning of thebpera

the king is God.

The king’s son is Jesus Christ.

The servants of the king are the OT and NT prophets

The people who refuse the invitation to the banquethe nation of Israel.

The people who accept the invitation are the Gesitihe nations of the earth.

| will wait till later to identify the final charder in the parable.

We will look at the parable as a play with fourrses.

Scene 1 — The Invitation to the Wedding Feast is eted (vs. 1-6)

1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying, Kifgdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a
wedding banquet for his son.

The phrase "kingdom of heavenieant for the OT Jew the kingdom of God, and sgted the realm of
God's sovereign rule. When Jesus used the termyended it to mean the ongoing sphere of God’s rule
by grace, which included his divine program of gwas salvation. In this parable the kingdom of fesav
represents the spiritual community of God’s redeep®ople, those who are under his reign becauge the
have personally placed their trust in His Son ag thavior.

Notice first that this occasion is a wedding fedstday we call them receptions, and it falls tolotyas a
pastor to be present at many weddings and recepliggually | find them joyful occasions marked by
gladness, music, and laughter.

In Jesus’ day a wedding feast was inseparable finemvedding itself, which involved a week-long ssri
of meals and festivities and was the highlightlb$acial life. For a royal wedding such as the anthe
parable, the celebration could last for severalksek would be held in the palace and the guesislav
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all stay for the entire time, enjoying unlimitecbtband drink and festivities that were fit for gen of the
king. It was the ultimate celebration in the land.

It is important for us to understand that thishs way our Lord characterized God's invitationdme
into relationship with him — to be a follower of @t. It is not an invitation to a funeral, evemtigh
some people act as though becoming a Christiaguizy&@ent to being soaked in formaldehyde for a
week. It is an invitation to joy. It is not an it&fion to a formal state dinner, but to a relaxaxberful,
joyful occasion.

It is an invitation to the greatest festival imaaite, given by the greatest monarch imaginablethier
most honored guests you can imagine. Who wouldaittwo come!

3 He sent his servants to those who had been intotéte banquet to tell them to come, but theysedu
to come.

The custom in Jesus’ day was to invite people éontbdding feast a long time before it actually oo
The invitations went out and were acknowledgedaswepted. Then, when the preparations were
complete, servants were sent out to bid those valdcalready accepted the invitation to come. To be a
pre-invited guest to the king’s son’s wedding waes greatest honor possible, and | imagine those who
had been invited were quick to boast of their hdodheir friends and neighbors.

The invited guests in this parable are Israelitégy had been invited to the wedding long, longhesf
through the prophets whom God had sent them. Thfion was to come and have fellowship with the
Messiah, the Son. But now, centuries later allghiare ready. The Son is there in their midst and i
himself extending this final call, "Come now, eviiing is ready. Come and enter into fellowship with
me." It is therefore beyond belief that when theualkcall came to attend, they were unwilling toneo
Can you imagine such a response, what a shock!

Those listening to the parable were probably tmghko themselves, “Who would do such an
unbelievable thing as to refuse an invitation ®wedding of the king’s son?”

Attending the wedding would be an even greater ggpee than receiving an invitation to the royal
wedding. On the other hand, to refuse an invitatiom one’s king was to dishonor him, which was a
serious offense.

But, even stranger than this refusal of the inidtatvas the response of the king to their rejectitery
few monarchs were known for humility and graciossespecially in the face of such open insult and
flagrant refusal. This king was no ordinary king.

4"Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘fi@dketwho have been invited that | have prepared my
dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been leuézh and everything is ready. Come to the wedding
banquet.”

The kindly king renews his summons, and with mageacy adds a glimpse of the food that is to be
served at this lavish event. He finishes with s&peal, very hearty invitation, “Come to the wedding
banquet!”

5 "But they paid no attention and went off—one te fi¢ld, another to his business.
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Many who were invited were coldly indifferent; refng the invitation of the king, to come to an evei
monumental significance, they returned to “everydaployments”, business as usual. Attendance at
weddings was a social obligation in Judaism, sdHerpeople in the parable to refuse the king’s
invitation was a grievous insult of major proponiso Such action warranted severe punishment. For al
the invited guests to refuse to come would grestihme the king.

A unanimous refusal would appear to be an orchtestreffort to deliberately insult the host. Thisswea
traumatic breech of social order. Jesus’ listemarsld be incensed at the contemptible behaviohef t
people in the parable.

What were they saying “no” to? This was an inviatio enjoy what these people wanted more than
anything else. It was what they desired, what thege made for, what they were looking for in lifgoy
and gladness, fellowship, and companionship -alifendant.

This invitation to experience everything they wahteost of all they downgraded and treated withrscor
and indifference. When the day to day existenagatihg, working, sleeping took priority over an
invitation to a life full of purpose and meaningindicated of a loss of perspective. They wereanor
concerned about their own best interests thanitiggskhonor.

But others were worse than indifferent.
6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated thenkiled them.

Some who received the second gracious invitatidheking took offense at being invited and went
postal on the servants. They were guilty of a chpiime, an act of flagrant rebellion.

Application: All of this reveals a very great mystabout human nature. It tells us that what this
marriage feast symbolizes -- this fellowship witle Son -- is so essential, so necessary to man that
without it, man cannot remain human.

What happens to those who have decided to refestitation? Some begin to deteriorate, to falirap
In an effort to satisfy the need for fellowship kvgomething other than God, they lose perspectide a
turn life upside down. Trivial things become allgortant, all consuming, while really important thén
are treated lightly and even with scorn. Thathsytlive in an unreal world, ailice in Wonderland
existence, where everything is out of proportiomcaild of unreality.

Others become animalistic, fierce, hateful, andydaous, so that they actually breathe out angérda
and threats against the very message that couttesatfree. This is acted out in the parable, lad i
the response of Israel to the prophets of the @Ilt@adohn the Baptist and Jesus and eventualheto t
disciples.

The late Ray Stedman of Peninsula Bible Church $kidit not striking that the two major problemf o
the day in which we live are meaninglessness amlénvee? It is because men turn a deaf ear to the
message of the king to come to the wedding feasipine into fellowship with the Son. And when they
refuse that, they are refusing such an essenéialezit of human life that they no longer can remain
human beings in the true sense but drift off irdtieso one or the other of these two extremes.”

Scene 2 — The Rejection of the Invitation is Punig (vs. 7-8)
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The patience and understanding of the king hdsritss. He would have been justified in punishimg t
offenders when they first refused his invitation.

But after his repeated calls, and their repeatetied responses, the king was enraged, a very sivora)
used here. It is not unlike God’s response to tiokedness in the days of Noah, when he said, “MyitSp
will not strive with man forever.”

Troops were dispatched to take care of these rabelsheir properties. The parable’s hearers would
naturally applaud the king’s rage as justified,eptadhose who were aware that the parable was
describing them. This destruction actually occured.D. 70 when Jerusalem was conquered by Titus
and over 1 million Jews were killed and their maied bodies were thrown over the walls of the city.

In the parable the king gives a word of explanatmhis servants regarding all of those who haahbee
invited and refused to come.

8 "Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding banqueady, but those | invited did not deserve to
come.

They showed they were undeserving by their resptmtee invitation. It was not because they lacted
required righteousness that they were deemed uhworhey were declared unworthy because they
refused to accept an invitation that was not basetheir individual worth in any sense of the wokd.
we will see in a few minutes, that which makes is@e worthy of receiving God’s invitation is notyan
sort of personal goodness or merit, but simplyregayes to God’s invitation to receive his son, 3esu
Christ, as Lord and Savior.

Scene 3 — New Guests are Invited and Accept (vs16}

Having dealt with the rebellious actions of thezeihs, the king turns his attention back to his gmp
banquet hall and his son’s impending wedding cekadm. He turns to his servants and says,

9 ‘Go to the street corners and invite to the bahgugone you find.'

This time the invitation goes out, literally, "toet partings of the highways," to the place "wheoss the
crowded ways of life," where people mingle and mithout distinction, where there are all kindshe t
respectable and the disreputable, the up-and-ocamershe down-and-outers. The invitation goes @ut t
anyone who will hear, anyone who wants to may dttée lavish banquet of the king.

This is clearly our Lord's prediction that the Gelsmessage, with its invitation to be in fellowskijh
the Son, is to go out to the entire world. We krostory has confirmed that this pattern has been

followed exactly. The gospel has gone out to theeeworld, and it has been "whosoever will, may
come." And through the centuries many have comeofthe highways and byways of life.

The OT prophet Hosea had foretold this invitatiomhte Gentiles when he said, “I will call those who
were not My people, “My people”.” Because of Istaeefusal the invitation went to the Gentiles, and
that includes us.
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10 So the servants went out into the streets ancegadhall the people they could find, both good bad,
and the wedding hall was filled with guests.

Those who had not been previously invited camet aglay, without hesitation, and soon all the seats
were filled; it was SRO in the wedding hall. Areuysurprised at the make up of those who were id9ite
The banquet hall was filled with the good and liad,beautiful and the ugly, the wealthy and therpoo
But this was the make up of the first folks who vevited too. No one who was ever invited to the
wedding feast was worthy to come, all were equatiworthy, whether Jew or Gentile. God has always
extended his call for salvation to both evil anddpeople, because neither is righteous enoughathd
are equally in need of his grace and mercy.

Scene 4 — An Intruder is Expelled (vs. 11-14)

At this point the parable takes an unexpected ttmias customary that after the food was servedithst
would enter the hall to greet his guests. This thashigh point of the occasion, the opportunithave a
personal audience with the king and his son.

11"But when the king came in to see the guests, tieatba man there who was not wearing wedding
clothes.

This man was not a gate-crasher; he had beendnatthe banquet. However, he did not have on the
suitable garments for the occasion; he was notingais wedding clothes. He must have stood otién
packed hall, being the only one without the prapa@ment. The fact that all the other guests were
properly attired, though gathered from all pladesn all walks of life, wearing all kinds of garbhen
they agreed to attend, meant the king had furnighesttling garments for all of his guests as thelyeudr
for the banquet.

The guilty man, though personally responsible fang improperly clad, was addressed kindly and
politely by the king, and given an opportunity istify himself.

12 'Friend," he asked, 'how did you get in here withwedding clothes?' The man was speechless.

The offending guest had no excuse for his behavi@n questioned. His goose was cooked. From the
way the king asked the question, it is obviousghest was offered the outfit and refused to weaWé
can rephrase the king’s remark in this way, "Ldalkend, you are here under false pretenses. You are
deliberately refusing to wear what has been prakid®ur being here without wedding clothes implies
that you are in rebellion against all that this died feast stands for. You are here as a phonyaas$
Arrogantly defying the royal etiquette, the man watermined to call the shots. “I Did it My Way” sia
going to be his swan song, his curtain call.

13"Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him hand foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Binding him would make it impossible for him to reer the hall, and also leave him helpless in the
darkness. The outside would be very dark in corsparto the brilliantly lit banquet hall. A placef“o
weeping and gnashing of teeth” can only be undedsés the wretchedness of hell, a place of eternal
punishment.
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Ever since Cain, the son of Adam and Eve, attemiot@iease God by offering a sacrifice of his own
choosing, people have been trying to come to Goith@in own terms. They may fellowship with
Christians, join the church, become active in legdind serving, and speak of their love for God. Ye
they sustain an inner rebellion in their heartsinaer refusal to accept the gift of righteousréssugh
Jesus Christ. Instead they cling to something emigelves upon which they are depending for favor
before God, and they refuse to heed the authanyagknowledge the lordship of Jesus Christ. Lliee t
tares that grow among the wheat they will coexastef while with God’s children. But on the day of
inspection, the Day of Judgment, their deceptidhbvéi made plain and their removal will be certain.

Jesus gave a clear warning about this in Matth@a-7223.

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” wiliter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does th
will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will sayme on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
your name and in your name drive out demons arnfdmpemany miracles?’ Then | will tell them plainly,
‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!”

You may be asking, what is the wedding garment@uat accepts? The proper wedding garment of a
true Christian is God-provided righteousness, aitldout this no one can enter the kingdom of God. Ou
own righteousness is inadequate because noneané wgithout sin. The righteousness that God offers
the righteousness of Jesus Christ. To be dresgbgiwedding garment we need to abandon any
dependence upon ourselves, or upon anything wedawve

We must renounce any trust our background, herealityestry or whatever else we might think is of
value, and rely on Christ alone as our only hopgabfation.

The prophet Isaiah spoke of this when he said,

“I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoicasiny God. For he has clothed me with garments of
salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousrassa bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, an
as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.” Is&&ti0.

The apostle Paul explains it this way in 2 Coriatis 5:21.:

He made Him (speaking of Jesus Christ) who knewimdo be sin on our behalf that we might become
the righteousness of God in Him.

Following the two previous parables Jesus had atourefor the Jewish leaders, and in each case they
condemned themselves by their answers. Knowing ktegirts, that they were deciding how to trap him
and condemn him to death, he closed this paraltteansimple but insightful statement, "For many are
invited, but few are chosen."

Scores of people have wondered what this phrasasnkehave heard it paraphrased, "Many are cold, an
a few are frozen," and | will leave it to you tgure out what that is referring to. This phraselwags the
delicate balance between God’s sovereignty and srfege will. The wedding invitation went out to

many — everyone was told they were welcome to dttiee ceremony and reception for the wedding of
the king’s son.

In the same way the gospel is to be spread tcealples of all nations because it is not God’s thigit a
single person be excluded from His kingdom andspen the outer darkness of hell (2 Peter 3:9).iBut
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the parable few of those many who were invited piazkthe call and were thereby among the chosen.
Many do not want God, or at least do not want Godthis terms, and so reject the invitation to the
Kingdom.

Heather Fredrickson is now going to share her story
| grew up going to church with my family. | thoudhwas a Christian.

| continued to attend church some when | movedbuty parent’'s house. But, It wasn't until 3 ¥2
years ago that | met Jesus :-)

It was 2004 and the church that we belonged faska had a FAITH training class. | wanted to
learn how to share my FAITH so | took the classe@ight | lead a young lady in the prayer of Sabrat
When my calling team returned and shared thatthimg lady had accepted Christ as her Savior
everyone cheered. | did too...on the outside. Butnwheent home that night | kept on asking myself,
why is Jesus such a big deal? Why didn’t | havarther Joy that those others had? | knew Who Jesus
was; He was God’s Son and He died on the CrosswBat difference did He make in Salvation? | asked
that question to myself several times throughoettéxt few weeks. Why Jesus? Why not just believe i
God? Why didn’t | react the way the rest of thepdealid that night?

About a month later | met a young lady at chuncti she shared with me that she had been at an
evangelistic meeting at the church she attendeanMtine evangelist invited people to come forward wh
wanted to receive Jesus as their savior she did tha

| share that story because the very next morricgarch | realized for the very first time in my
life that | was a sinner in need of a Savior. Mattt7:21a was fresh in my mind at that moment where
Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lorddl’shall enter the kingdom of heaven.”

The Holy Spirit was letting me know that was madAmmediately after that 2 Corinthians 6:2b
was in my thoughts “...Now is the day of SalvatioA.5cene flashed in my mind of a time that I could
have died but didn’t. If | would have been killediew right then that | would have perished anchbee
eternally separated from God in hell for all etgrni knew that | was a member of a church but that
didn’t matter to me. For the first time in my lifglidn’t care what anyone else thought about wheas
doing. | HAD TO get my heart RIGHT with the Lordwhs ready! | finally saw myself as God saw me
“lost and condemned.” Our Pastor started his mesaagd guess what it was titled...”"Who is this Jesus?”
Wow! What a confirmation! God really was talkirggrne! He loved me enough to speak directly to me. |
went forward after the service and told Pastor dgtihat | wanted to “NAIL IT DOWN” | had to and
wanted to get my heart right and receive JesusyaSawior.

How | Praise my heavenly Father for knowing myrhedoen | didn’t and no one else did either.
Now, | have the inner joy | was missing and | amezty awaiting the Wedding Feast. | hope you acé to

Conclusion: The gracious invitation of God to enter into fel&hip with His Son is in the form of a
command - come, and keep on coming, don’t ceasernt®, come now, come often, and come always. It
is the same invitation given by Jesus in Matthev28B0. The call to come is issued anew to every
disciple, every day, as long as they are folloveérdesus. “Come and spend time with me in the mgrni
before other distractions take your attention firoen Come to me with your worries, your fears, your
joys, and your sorrows. Come sit with me, be withy and enjoy me. | am your Light, come. | am your
bread, come. | am the way, the truth, the life, edm
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So, will you come? Will you invite others to coni@8 you know the joy of the King and his Son? Are
you feasting daily at his lavish table, getting etigers, samples of what he is planning for thenmai
course in heaven? If not, why not?

Maybe you are like Heather, and this morning yalize you need to get your wedding garment from
Jesus, will you come and do that?

Is the Christian life you experience one you warntvite others to enjoy? Life on this side of hexavs
lived in anticipation one big wedding feast!



