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The Real Santa Claus defended the deity of Christ

When | found out Christina was going to sing “O yblight” | was excited because the
song communicates very well what | would like tg #sis morning. So | contacted her
right away wanting to know if she would be inclugliverse 2, as it is my favorite part of
the song and rarely sung. Because of time shaumasle to include it so would you
please allow me to read a couple lines from thersgwerse to complete the song and to
help summarize my sermofiFall on your knees! The King of Kings lay thus in

lowly manger; in all our trials born to be our friend. Behold your King! Before

Him lowly bend! Does the Christmas season cause you to fall onkrees and behold
your King? Where is your focus this Christmas?

In America there seem to be many symbols, or itbasrepresent Christmas and impact
our focus. And like it or not our attention is dratowards images. But in my mind the
two images that compete most with our focus arsethe

The image of the nativity scemeapresses the humility of God coming as a babpeto
our Savior. This image should caito humbly fall on our knees to receive andlt
him as Lord in our lives because without him we vamain in our sin.

The image of Santa Claws the other hand represents a child’s desiret@igesents.
Now the desire to give presents is one thing, eitdesire to consume and get everything
we want is not Christmas; it's American.

So why has Santa Claus become the icon that reptsas®terialism in our self-focused
society? I'm not able to answer that question tnigning, but the more | learn about
Santa Claus the more confused | am.

As you probably know the name Santa Claus is sirapbther name for St. Nichofas

and there are many legends that surround St. Nishblt the one that interests me most
and is the furthest removed from our modern day@sgions of Santa Claus, is the story
of St. Nicholas’ involvement at the Council of Néce

This Council was summoned by the Emperor, Constaniin response to a serious
dispute in the church that was known as the Ariantfversy. The Arian Controversy
derived its name from Arius, a Bishop from AlexaadrAriusand St. Nicholas were
among 318 church leaders present at the Counbilicgfa in 325 A.D.

The controversy was essentially this: Arius beléetleat Jesus was created by God the
Father and therefore not equal to the Father be xaltedas the Father was. Arius’



heresy was met with passionate opposition by métiyeoearly church fathers, including
St. Nicholas.

The rest of the story goes something like this: SAsNicholas sat and listened to the
heresy coming out of Arius’ mouth he was moved idissionate conviction and in a
moment of weakness rose from his seat, approachiad and punched him in the face in
front of the whole council!

Wow, wouldn’t you agree that this is a very differ@icture of St. Nicolas than the fat
man in the red suit?

Tradition does tell us that St. Nicholas was a hlemftan who had a heart for the poor
and needy, but he also had a passion for Jesust@hd wanted the Church to have a
proper focus on Jesus.

Arius’ beliefs were ultimately rejected by the Coilmnd as a result the doctrine of the
deity of Jesus Christ was preserved.

Why do | tell this story? Well for one Christmasm two days, but more importantly as
we celebrate Christmage need to have a proper focus on Christ! The Aniaresy had

a wrong focus on Jesus by reducing him to a balaynranger and not acknowledging
him as God with us. We too can get so wrappechuqur selfish desires around
Christmas, lose focus and reduce Jesus to a babynanger forgetting that he was God,
in the flesh, come to save us.

Our text this morning reminds us that God the Faltlagl a high view of Jesus for he says
in verse 18

“Behold my servant whom | have chosen, my belovddwhom my soul is well
pleased.”

We too must have a high view of Jesus. If Jesosti$&sod we will fail to fall on our
knees and we will instead fall on our face, etdynaFor as Wayne Grudem sayt,
Jesus is not fully God, we have no salvation andtirhately no Christianity.” 2

According to Grudem, believing in the full deity Ghrist is critical for 2 reasons:
1. “Only someone who is infinite God could bear the fl penalty for all the sins
of all those who would believe in him
2. Salvation is from the Lord, and the whole messagd &cripture is designed to
show that no human being, no creature, could evease man — only God
himself could...”®

Let us join St. Nicholas in passionately opposing @ew of Jesus that strips him of his
deity and instead proclaim victorious hope to &broworld that comes only from the
Son of God!



Please turn with me in your BiblesMatthew 12, verses 15-211 will not be preaching
from a traditional Christmas passage today. |wgtead stay with the series in
Matthew. | think you'll see how the true messag€lristmas is at the heart of this
passage. I'll be reading from the English Standé&kion.

Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. Andyrfatiowed him, and he healed
them all. And ordered them not to make him knowms was to fulfill what was
spoken by the prophet Isaiah:

"Behold, my servant whom | have chosen,

My beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.
| will put my Spirit upon him,

and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.

He will not quarrel or cry aloud,

nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;

a bruised reed he will not break,

and a smoldering wick he will not quench,

until he brings justice to victory;

and in his name the Gentiles will hope.

The world is bruised and broken. (15)

The backdrop for this text goes all the way bactheoGarden of Eden, in Genesis
Chapter 3. Creation is bruised and broken andbas ever since sin entered the world
through Adam and Eve! People were bruised anddrokiring Jesus’ day and they are
bruised and broken today! Christmas may makentioie evident than any other time of
the year. While many say “tis the season to lig"jin reality it is often times the
season to mourn.

Last Tuesday Wichita reported at least 6 suicidese day. Last Friday marked the
second anniversary of Rebecca Lear’s death, thy@dBold daughter of Don and Susan
Lear, who was killed in a car accident on her wagna from college. Two weeks ago
today 4 were shot and killed in Colorado comingafiuthurch My heart hurts for the
families of the victims who will be without theimted ones this Christmas. And many of
youwill also spend Christmas without a loved onethar first time this year.

Maybe your dread of Christmas has to do with tloe ttaat youwill see family members
this year that bring back memories of abuse fronr yhildhood that you are trying to
forget. | know that there are many here who apesgncing health challenges that
cause you pain, or you are anxious and concernaat sbmeone close to you who is
sick or dying.

Our world is the same bruised and broken world deatis came to save 2000 years ago.



In our nature we desire to be healed and restdrédsobrokenness. And so when Jesus
walked the earth is it any surprise that the siuk downcast flocked to him? For the all-
powerful Creatorcame into his fallenreationto re-create life in us, the way it was
supposed to be. He was born so that we could-berre'

Wouldn't you have run to him to be healed and mestd Wouldn’t you haveejoiced
when he healed others? Or would you have? There many who didn’t run to him
and there were many who were not impressed witt tivaavas doing in the lives of the
sick and hurting. Our text tells us the Phariseasted to kill him.

So why do some respond to Jesus in humility whiheis want Jesus out of their lives
completely? What is required to receive JesusKthg of Christmas? | want to suggest
that...

Jesus must beexaltedas the victorious King in your life. You musthumbly receive
the free-qift of grace and salvation that only comethrough Jesus God’s humble
servant.

The world’s brokenness has at its root pride. (1B}1

Pride desires complete control and is self-focused

The Pharisees were not willing to do this. Theyted him dead, not exalted. The text
says inverses 15-17

“Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there and méoippwed him and he healed
them all and ordered them not to make him knowms Was to fulfill what was
spoken by the prophet Isaiah:”

What was Jesus aware of? He was aware of théhatcthe Pharisees wanted to kill him.
If you've been following Mike’s sermons over thetdéew weeks you know that Jesus
was in the business of healing people and as & reany were coming to him to be
made well and werthenfollowing him.

The Pharisees were threatened by this. They In@pduation to uphold and Jesus’ fame
was taking away from theirsTheywere the guys people looked up to and it vixesr
interpretation of the Law that was considered thal fauthority. So when Jesus comes
on the scene attracting the crowds with his heaimg) his teaching, the Pharisees want
him out of the picture.

Now they disguised their pride, and their hateJ@sus, in their love for the Law, but
their hatred towards Jesus was not so much betausas breaking the Law as it was
because he was gaining too much attention, andtdming their position. Their main
concern was thdheir exaltationwas being eclipsed hlesus’exaltation.



Pride ultimately leads to death

As you know, the Pharisees weren't the first onke wanted to kill Jesus. Remember
Herod attempted to kill Jesus 30 years earlietherfirst Christmas, when he halil the
babies in Bethlehem killed. In Herod’s pride henteal to beexalted and in complete
control, a Messiah was a threat to that ambition. Herpdide was so great that it led to
the slaughter of babies and the Pharisees’ pridataally led to the murder of Jesus.

We would generally place Herod and the Phariseaddifferent category than we would
ourselves, but are we really all that different?nh honest | have to confess that at times
| want to be in complete control and get all of #teention.

We may not have commissioned the murder of balmdse did not personally nail
Jesus to a cross, but we must confess that wendinéts the core and at the root of our
sin is pride and pride always seeks to glorifylitse

Humility leads to life

Are you more like the Pharisees who want completerol or are you like the weak and
wounded, followers of Jesus who came to Him ancevmealed? Pride ultimately leads
to death. Humility leads to life.

God desires for us to fix our eyes on Jesus nctebwgs. Jesus was always taking the
attention off of himself. H&vasdoing amazing things: healing people, performing
miracles, raising people from the dead. But hadsvthe spotlight at every turn and slips
into obscurity among the poor and diseased.

Jesus didn’'t need to be around important peoplegiomportant. All Jesus needed was
the affirmation of his Father, who says of himvarses 18-19

Jesus came to save this broken world. (18-19)

“Behold my servant whom | have chosen, my belovdgdwhom my soul is well
pleased. | will put my Spirit upon him and he ilbclaim justice to the
Gentiles.” “He will not quarrel or cry aloud, nowill anyone hear his voice in
the streets.”

The Father chose Jesus as his instrument of satvati

Verse 18may be the most important verse in this whole gges God is doing more here
than giving affirmation to Jesus. This is an asikieolgement of Jesus’ deity! Not only
is Jesus a man with whom God is pleased, but theibeloved Son of God, come by the
will of the Father, to save the sinful human rageh® power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is
only able to save us because he is God and he ialoighteous and he alone is perfect
and powerful.



The Father is completely pleased with Jesus.

When God sayswith whom my soul is well pleased’'m reminded of the fact that Jesus
is theonly onein all of human history with whom God is complgtpleased.

Jesus refuses to exalt himself

Only Jesus is perfect; no one besides him is warflexaltation. Not even the most
religious. Human pride and self-righteousnesdalse exaltation. Jesus was perfect and
powerful buthe didn’t make a big deal about i¥/erse 19tells us that he didn’t even

raise his voice. Let us learn from him who is hienb

The Jews were not expectingnambleMessiah. They were expecting their Messiah to
be a political revolutionary, but that wasn’t Goglan. The revolution that Jesus wanted
to instigate was a revolution of the heart. Thake start political or even religious
revolutions are loud and they are self-absorbetJésus was gentle and gave all credit
to the Father. He used a low voice and he kepivgplofile. His mission was not
necessarily peace for Israel; his mission was peacaur souls.

This theme that we see throughout the Gospelgsafsiquieting his fan club, is
remarkable. He doesn’t want to stir up passiohldeals to revolt; instead he wants
hearts quieted. Our hearts have to be broughtridwmility and we have to
acknowledge our need for a Savior before we cagivegrace. What a contrast to the
pride of the Pharisees!

In our brokenness..humble ourselves to have hope. (20-21)

We need to have a proper focus on Christ and taub®ble, but what does humility really
look like? Let’s turn now and look further at Je'stharacter, iverses 20-21o find
out.

“A bruised reed he will not break, and a smolderimigk he will not quench until
he brings justice to victory and in his name thetdes will hope.”

True humility is exemplified in Jesus’ incarnation.

As I've studied this passage and look at the cehtvatween the pride of the Pharisees
and the need of the sick and wounded, | am persiuhae this verse implies something
that is not explicitChrist will not completely break off or snuff out those of us who
are bruised and broken and who desire to be restodeby him. But brokenness and
contrition arerequired before we can receive restoration and hopir eternal life.

Without sorrow for our sins we will be unaware of meed for grace. The absence of
humility means the presence of pride which seelexédt self over Christ.



| have had the opportunity to spend quite a bitroé contemplating the Incarnation this
year. | have, in my mind, a picture of the Nagivtcene that is so vivid and helpful to
me, that | want to share it with you.

Imagine this: Th&Vord of Gods being born in a sheep pen. This is the samed\Wo

God, who created the heavens and the earth. Al atame time as the events
surrounding this birth are occurring, the Star effBehem is rising high in the sky to

mark the Savior’s birth. And so the King of Creatiwho “upholds the universe by the
word of his power? is actuallydirectingthe Star above him at the same time he is being
born in a lowly manger. God in the highest camthéolowest.

The floor was covered with manure, the air wasdilwith the stench of urine, it was
cold, it was dark, and it was lonely. Why did ti@dy God of the Universdiaveto be
born in a sheep pen, cold and dirty? It seemsisaitable...

But O how unsuitableve are for the holy God of the universe! And thawtsy he
lowered himself all the way. Because are cold and dirtywe are soiled with sin and a
stench in the Father’s nostrils; becausavould beeternallylonely without him, he
lowered himself.

So how low should we bow our hearts? It's really an issue of us lowering ourselves
because we're already as low as we can go, iniounge simply have tacknowledge
how low we are and then look up to Him, who dirgbesstars, if we are ever to see how
much we need Him, who was born in a barn.

Romano Guardini says it this wayiumility is no human quality. The attitude of the
little man who bows to the greater is one not of huility, but of truth; genuinely
humble is the greater man who bows before the legdgecause in his eyes the little
man has a mysterious dignity...Humility springs fromthe Creator and is directed
towards the creature; tremendous mystery! The Incenation is the fundamental
humility on which all human humility rests.”®

If we are to be like Jesus we have to be humblaegagas humble. IHis humility, he

was broken. We become humbly broken when we utatete/hy Jesus was broken.
Isaiah 53:5says it best:But he was wounded for our transgressions; he wrashed for
our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement traught us peace, and with his stripes
we are healed.”

Brokenness that is humble exalts Christ and brisgisope

So it is our sin that causes our hearts to be lor,dket is all brokenness a result of our
personal sin? Are there other circumstanceserthiat cause us to be brought low that
are not our fault? | believe that sin is the u#tteicause of all brokenness; however, not
all experiences that break us are directly relatetispecific sin thatve have committed.



For example, | am among the many people in thiddyarho are fatherless. This has,

for my whole life, proven to be wounding. Thisist a result of sin in my life, but is an
example of the brokenness that is in our world bseaf sin. | was graciously blessed to
have a mother who raised me and my brother welb, ted us and worked hard to
provide for our physical and emotional needs arddt a great job. But there have still
been times, in my life, when | have resented migddéssness and been mad at God.

But | have now come to a point in my life wherarleace this brokenness as a blessing.
God has allowed me to be brought low emotionally tmexperience feelings of
insecurity because | never knew a father. Andai$ whrough this wound that | became
aware of my need for a Savior, andemvenlyFather; so | praise God and can say
confidently to you, with the prophetosea

“Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has tors, that he may heal us; he has
struck us down, and he will bind us up.”

| understand that | have no inheritance in thes Iifo credentials, nothing that makes me
a “somebody”. Whenever | am arrogant and critidadthers | have to remember that all
| will ever be is because of God’s grace and hHve in life both now and evermore is
Jesus. | am to kmatisfiedwith nothing but mercy. And this is true of tih®ins God
gives each of us. F@ Corinthians 12:9says,

“my grace is sufficient for you, for my power isaegperfect in weakness.”

Brokenness that is self-focused leads to despdisalfi-rcondemnatian

This being said, | must also say thateasm be broughtoo low by our brokenness. Some
bow their hearts so low that they enter into desdawelling on the brokenness of life
leads to despair and self-condemnation. And wiedrcendemnation is full-grown it

can lead to suicide, in just the same way thatesaftation can lead to murder.

Christ Exaltation
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So whichever side of pride we lean towards, thesas the same — we are focused on
ourselves. Self-Ambitioexaltsself and will end in destruction. Despaindemnself
and will end in hopelessness. The only solutia isumbly focus on thexaltedChrist!

Conclusion

Bow your hearts low, but keep your head up. Kemyr eyes fixed on Jesus. He is the
way by which we enter into relationship with the Fattand it is only byfollowing his
way, that we are to live now, in this lifeyntil he brings justice to victory and in his
name the Gentiles will hope!Hiswaywas to focus first on the Father and then on
others. Are you focused on Jesus first? If yauthen the next step will come easy;
focus on others.

Will you serve others first or yourself? Will yaless the broken or will you be
consumed by your own problems? Will you bear withers who are broken but are in
denial because of pride? Pray that they wouldrssie need for Jesus who can save
them. Will you lift up those who are broken to fhant of despair and pray thidey
would focus on Jesus and receive the hope theis smng for?

Jesus wants to be in relationship with us for eterihe Christmas story is a love story.
It's the story of the King of Creatigoursuinghis creation, as his bride. Friends, our
story was coming to a sad ending, and then Jesareerour world. For God is
intimately involved in our story and has providediay, through Jesus, for us to know
him intimately. Will you receive his love? Wilby pray that others will?

| want to share with you a fairytale, written by tBrothers Grimm, that I think illustrates
what I'm trying to communicate. It goes like this...

Thrushbeard*

There once was a king who had the most beautifugjloizr in all the land. But she was
so proud that she thought no man good enough bebkusband.

One day the king held a great feast for all ofgwetors. But she found something wrong
will each of them and made fun of them all. Theyewveither too fat or too short; too thin
or too tall.

But she saved her worst taunts for a fine young kisuperior to them all in rank. He
had a chin that jutted out from his face. “Lookratt chin” she said “its so big; it sticks
out like a thrush’s beak.” 1 think I shall callyd@hrushbeard.” And from that day on the
name stuck.

Her father was enraged by his daughter’s behavidih& vowed that she should marry
the next beggar who came to the castle gates.



A few days later a minstrel was found singing bémélae castle windows. He pleased
the king so much that the king rewarded him byrgivinim his daughter’s hand in
marriage.

The princess was indignant and begged her fathgrange his mind, but the king called
for the priest and they were wed.

The king then spoke: “It is not fitting for you temain in my castle now that you are a
beggars wife. You must go now and lead a begdjéa's

As the minstrel led the princess away they cangedreat forest. “Whose great forest is
this?” asked the princess.

“It's Thrushbeard’s great forest. You could hawdl it all.”

“Alas,” she sighed. “Poor wretch that | am. | slibhave married Thrushbeard!”

Next they came to a large meadow. “Whose largedowas this?” asked the princess.
“It's Thrushbeard’s large meadow. You could haeaé It all.”

“Alas,” she sighed. “Poor wretch that | am. | slibhave married Thrushbeard!”

Next they came to a splendid city. “Whose splemiligis this?” asked the princess.
“It's Thrushbeard’s splendid city. You could havad it all.”

“Alas,” she sighed. “Poor wretch that | am. | slibhave married Thrushbeard!”

As evening fell they came to a tiny shack. “Whogserable shack is this?” asked the
princess.

“It's my miserable shack and here we shall liveetibgr.”
“Where are the servants?” she asked

“Servants! There are no servaptal must do all of the work. You can begin by making
me some supper.”

And so they lived until one day they ran out ofdodrhen the minstrel said, “we have
run out of food. You must weave baskets, to ma&aey, to buy food.” But the
princess’ fingers were too tender for the work.

“l can see that you are not made for work. | madad bargain when | married you!
Here, take these clay pots to the market to selljba you will do better there.”



She was reluctant and worried that her father'sasds may see her in the market, but
she had to swallow her pride or they would star&efirst everything went well for
people like to buy things from beautiful women.

But one day a drunken soldier came galloping rigidugh the princess’ shop smashing
her pots to smithereens. She burst into tearsantome to her husband.

“You’re not much good at anything it seems. Bukily | have found you a job at the
castle working as a kitchenmaid.

And so the king’s daughter became a kitchen maahea to help with the most
unpleasant chores, but shasallowed to take scraps of food home in her apakets.

One day there was a great ball at the castlehtoyoung king. The princess snuck
upstairs and watched from a distance.

It was such a magnificent ball that her heart gatefor her present misfortunes and she
cursed her foolish pride that had brought her thsuisery.

Then out of nowhere King Thrushbeard himself adedrto take her hand for a dance.
She drew back in shame and struggled to free tersel

But as she struggled her apron strings broke anddnaps of food spilled on the floor.
The guests all made fun of her and laughed.

The princess blushed for shame and wished she vaaeld
She ran for the door and darted down the staitsThwshbeard ran after her and
brought her back to the castle.

“Do not be dismayed” he said to her tendefiar it was for love of you that |
disguised myself as the minstrel. | pretended toebthe drunken soldier and broke
your pots. But I did this only to break your stubborn pride. Now the past is over
and today we can celebrate our wedding!”

And so they were wed, and it was a joyous daynly wish that you and | had been there
too.

Conclusion (continued)

Jesus says in the chapter just before this oMaithew 11:28-3Q
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, andll give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am geamtd lowly in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easyd my burden is light.”

Let us learn from Jesus who is gentle and lowlgaart. The King humbled himself and
was broken for your sin. He was lowered becausgamds to lift your burden. If we are
to be like him, we too have to understand our bnmokss and be as beggars before him,



desiring grace Remember that Thrushbeard didn’t just humble himsef to break the
princess, but he humbled himself so that he couldave relationship with the
princess. The knowledge of our brokenness is not intendadfiive us to despair but to
draw us into a relationship with Jesus where wefimidlly receive rest for our souls. If
God has broken you, go to him, receive his graegrbmises you rest.

Do not be like the Pharisees who were focused aftieg themselves and do not be like
those who wallow in self-pity and lose hope.

Instead fix your eyes on Jesus and in humility teiah as the King. When the chapter
closes on the story of your life it doesn’t havédéoa sad ending, it can be a beautiful
love story of you being restored to your King. Ifeal your knees, before him lowly
bend. He is exalted! This is thepeof Christmas!

! Comes from the DutcBinterklaa&'!, which in turn is a contracted form 8fnt NicolaagSaint Nicholas).
iGrudem, Systematic Theology. 553
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